
SERMON DISCUSSION 
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ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – For and Against
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. Pastor Connor opened his message with two questions for us to answer. As Christians, we likely know several 

answers to these two questions. The first question is, “What is God For?” And the second question is, “What 
is God Against?” What are your answers for each? Why? Do you think that your answers are more or less 
‘universal’ among Christians? How so? What would you say is (or are) the source(s) of your answers? And what 
else can you tell about God as evidenced in your answers?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues his preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles.  

Today, Connor explores the story of both support for and challenges against God’s Kingdom from several 
perspectives – and ultimately, we have to ask ourselves about our own faith journey relative to His active and 

intentional Kingship.

GOD IS FOR KINGDOM ADVANCEMENT– Read: Acts 12:1-17

2. Describe the stories in this passage – what happened and why? Where are we? When are we? Who are the main 
players? What are the significant points of what’s happening here – in particular, what’s noteworthy of Peter’s 
assessment in verses 11 and 17? How is this related to the Kingdom of God? (hint: remember how we have 
previously defined our English word ‘Kingdom’ in these instances – ‘the rule or reign of God’).

3. Peter’s experience clearly evidenced God’s Kingdom advancement, even in miraculous ways. But James story 
turned out, from our viewpoint, the opposite – how do we reconcile the tension that these two stories display?  
Connor said that, “God knows better than we when (and how) He should act.” What does Connor mean by this 
and how does this relate to these two stories? Read Romans 8:28 – does this shed light on the apparent tension?  
How so?

4. What do these two stories tell us then about what God is for? How is that important for our lives? Is this Good 
News? How so?

  
GOD IS AGAINST KINGDOM DESECRATION – Read: Acts 12:18-25 

5. Describe the story of this passage – what happened and why? What are the significant points of what’s happening 
here – in particular, in verse 22, what was the peoples’ take on what they heard being spoken? And what was the 
immediate result? Why did this happen? And finally, in verse 24, what was the overall result? Why was this the 
case?



6. Connor suggested that this story shows us that God is against someone or something taking His rightful ‘seat at 
the table’. And what we know is that Jesus is King and that He is Lord, and He is very good. His desire is for us to 
be at His table, in the right seat. What does Connor mean by all of this? Is this Good News? How so? How does 
this relate to the Christian life? How does this relate to the non-Christian life? 

GOD IS IN CONTROL – Read: Romans 6:12-19

7. So, the final question from Pastor Connor for us is, “Who is the Lord of your life – you or Jesus? In other words, 
have you positioned your life in such a way that He can be for you?” What does this passage from Paul’s letter to 
the Roman church tell us about what God is for and what He is against? How does this relate to our obedience 
to Him as believers? And what ‘news’ does this reveal for those who do not yet know Him?     

PRAYER
As you consider Connor’s message today and you consider what God is for and what He is against, pray 

that He would continue to show you and lead you, through the Holy Spirit, to His ways, His plan, and 
His will for your life. Pray for the leading of the Spirit into a life of deeper obedience to Him and ask for 

guidance on how He can be active and engaged in what you do for His Kingdom. Also pray for the Spirit 
to show you where you can be used, how you can be used and when you can be used, for His glory and 

to fulfill your role in an Acts 1:8 body of believers like EAC. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would 
give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet 

and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

