
SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS MAY 23, 2021

ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – Preach Jesus
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. As Christians, we have likely all experienced sermons that have been memorable, for better or for worse. What 

are the characteristics of sermons that have been the best, and most meaningful, in your experience? Was it the 
content – the ‘what’? Or was it the presentation – the ‘how’? Or was it both? And conversely, in your experience, 
why have some sermons fallen flat or missed the mark? In other words, what makes the difference? Why is this 
the case? And why does this matter?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues his preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles.  
Today, Connor explores the story of the outcome of Peter’s Gospel preaching to Cornelius and his family and 

friends, and how that message is one for all of us, as believers, to ‘preach’ today – as Connor said, “Each one of 
us are preachers and are preaching a sermon, whether we know it or not”. Let’s find out why, and how, this is so.

PREACH JESUS – THE GOSPEL – Read: Acts 11:1-3 and 15-18

2. What does this initial passage in verses 1-3 tell us about the reaction to Peter’s preaching of the Gospel, and the 
result it brought? Why was this the reaction in Jerusalem? Are you surprised by this reaction? Why or why not?

3. In verses 15-18, what were the key turning points for Peter’s story and his explanation to this group in Jerusalem?  
Why did these points make a difference? And in verse 18, what was the final reaction to Peter’s story? Why was 
there a change?

4. Thinking back to Peter’s sermon to Cornelius and his family and friends in Chapter 10:34-43, what are the 
characteristics that made his sermon effective? What do we learn from Peter’s example? Can we take this into 
our own witnessing and sharing – our own ‘preaching’ of Jesus? How so?

  
PREACH JESUS – WHAT? – Read: Acts 11:19-22 

5. Describe the story of this passage – what happened and why? What are the significant points of what’s happening 
here – in particular, in verse 20, what were they preaching about? And what was the result?

6. Connor suggested that for us to effectively ‘preach our sermons’, we need the proper content and focus – the 
‘what’. Read Acts 5:42, 8:5, 18:5, and 18:28. What is the center, the core, and the focus of these passages? 

7. Is this the message we are preaching with our lives? There are lots of competing ‘gospels’ out there today – things 
that will supposedly bring happiness and contentment and completeness – success, family, image, prosperity, 
fame, fortune – is this the gospel that we preach? If not, why not? And what does this mean for a world in need 
of the true Gospel?   



PREACH JESUS – HOW? – Read: Acts 11:23-26

8. Describe the story of this passage – what happened and why? What are the significant points of what’s happening 
here – in particular, why did Barnabas go to Tarsus to get Saul? And what was the result?

9. So, what we learn from this passage is that the right content is not enough – we also need great presentation – 
the kind that speaks to people’s hearts and minds, right where they live, work and play. So how do we do that?  
Connor suggested that we tell our story of Jesus – our testimony – and that we let our lives be our illustration – 
can we do this? Do we do this? And what is the key element that helps us do this well (hint: it’s in verse 21 and 
24)?

PRAYER
As you consider Connor’s message today and your God-given role to ‘preach the Gospel’, reflect on and 

prayerfully consider, ‘how is your sermon going’? Pray that as His witnesses, through the work of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives, that we can ‘preach’ our sermon focused on Jesus through our life story – that who we 
are and how we treat others reflects the message of Christ. Also pray for the Spirit to show you where you 

can be used, how you can be used and when you can be used, for His glory and to fulfill your role in an 
Acts 1:8 body of believers like EAC. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, 
eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

