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ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – Divine Surprises
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. As people accept Christ’s gift of grace and follow Him, sometimes that divine encounter is surprising, even to 

them. And sometimes the change that happens is dramatic, from a ‘life before’ to a much different ‘life after’.  
Share a story of this kind of change, maybe your own, or maybe someone you know or have seen. What were 
the original circumstances, what was the encounter with Jesus, and what has been life afterwards?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues his preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles.  

Today, he explores the next encounter with Saul of Tarsus, and his most surprising story centered squarely on 
Jesus. How do we take a lesson from Saul’s life change and make it one for us? Keep your eyes peeled, and let’s 

find out.

DIVINE SURPRISE #1 – EARS TO HEAR – Read: Acts 9:1-9

2.	 When	did	we	first	encounter	Saul?	What	were	the	circumstances?	Generally,	what	do	we	know	about	Saul?	And	
what do verses 1 and 2 now tell us about him and his current plans and actions? Why were these his plans? In 
verse 2, what is meant by ‘the Way’?   

3. Describe the encounter that Saul has in this passage, verses 3-9? Who is involved? What happened? What was 
said and heard? What happened to Saul directly? Why do you think Jesus made this encounter so powerful, 
dramatic, and surprising?

4. Why would Jesus say to Saul that he is persecuting Him? Is this true? If so, how? Why is this important to us 
today?   

DIVINE SURPRISE #2 – DOUBLE VISION – Read: Acts 9:10-16

5. What do we know about Ananias? Why did Jesus choose to use him? And how did He use him? Was Ananias 
‘all in’ from the beginning? Why or why not? Would you have been ‘all in’? What do we learn from this calling of 
God	to	Ananias?				

6. In this passage, are there two visions going on? What are they and why are they both necessary? And what did 
Jesus tell Ananias would happen when he laid his hands on Saul?   

7. This story is often described as the ‘Conversion of Saul’, and rightfully so. But is there more to the story from 
Jesus’ perspective? If so, what is that (hint: verse 15-16)? What did Jesus mean when He said that Saul was to 
be	‘a	chosen	instrument’	of	His?	And	what	was	the	calling	of	Saul	to	be?		hint:	additional	insight	in	Paul’s	first-
person account in Acts Chapter 22 and again in Chapter 26). How does this relate to Acts 1:8?



DIVINE SURPRISE #3 – EYES TO SEE – Read: Acts 9:17-19

8. What happened when Ananias encountered Saul? Do you ‘see’ the full interplay of vision and sight elements 
in this story, both physical and spiritual – what are they? Why is this important? Why did Jesus choose to blind 
Saul	and	then	restore	his	sight?	Recall	the	story	of	the	blind	man	in	John’s	account	of	the	Gospel,	John	Chapter	
9 – what happened in that story and what did the formerly blind man tell the Pharisees in verse 25? And what 
happened in verses 35-41? Do you ‘see’ the parallels?    

9.	 Out	of	Saul’s	story	and	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	through	Ananias,	Connor	reminded	us	that,	“when	God	calls	
us and gives us what seems like big things for the Kingdom, be faithful…and when given what seems like small 
things for the Kingdom, be faithful…because we actually don’t know the difference between the two!” What does 
Connor mean? Does this ring true in your life’s experiences as a believer?

10.	Connor	ends	his	message	with	a	question	for	us	to	consider	–	why	did	God	save	Saul?	Read	1	Timothy	1:15-16.		
In this personal letter from Paul to his protégé Timothy, late in Paul’s life, how does he describe his own ‘divine 
surprise’ and what it meant for him. And what is Paul telling Timothy, and us? Recall Connor’s story of his recent 
conversation	with	an	EAC	student?	How	did	Connor	characterize	‘the	point’	of	why	God	saved	Saul?	Is	that	true	
of you as well?

PRAYER
As you consider Connor’s message today and the dramatic, life-altering change in Saul of Tarsus, reflect 

on and prayerfully consider how God wants to use you through the work of the Holy Spirit in your life, 
particularly as you interact with others, and particularly as you interact with those who do not yet know 

Jesus – who have not yet had their ‘sight restored’. Whether big or small, every effort of a believer for the 
Kingdom of God is significant, and pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and 

hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

