
 

 April 10, 2022  

 

“Live Like Jesus: Count the Cost” 

 

Warm-up 

1. We’ve probably all had experiences in our lives when we’ve been exposed to 

the ‘buy now’ advertising or sales approach? As Pastor Connor shared, maybe it 

was a time-share presentation. Or maybe it was a car purchase. Or something else 

‘urgent’! If you’ve had this type of experience, what were the particulars? And 

how did you respond? Did you have time to ‘count the cost’? Do you consider 

yourself an ‘impulse buyer’? If so, in what ways? 

 

Digging Deeper 

Today, on this Palm Sunday, Pastor Connor continues the series entitled, ‘Live Like Jesus’, as he 

explores what the Gospel According to Matthew says about what Jesus’ life on earth was like – 

what He did, how He did it, how He lived day-to-day – and what it means for us to live like Him. 

This week, we continue on in the ministry of Jesus, and see that, for the first time, Jesus reveals 

exactly what ‘the cost’ will be for Him according to God’s plan, and shares what that cost will 

mean for His followers as they live like Him. Let’s explore further what this story means for us 

today as we seek to ‘live like Jesus.’ 

 

THE COST FORETOLD – Read: Matthew 16:21 

2. As we begin this story, what is happening? Who is Jesus with? Where are they? 

In the course of His ministry, when is this happening? What is Jesus saying, 

exactly? Why is this important and significant? For additional context, read what 

just happened leading up to Jesus’ statement in Matthew 16:13-20…what bearing 

does this have on these words of His in verse 21? Pastor Connor said, “He is very 



aware of the path His life is on and the direction it is headed.” Do you see this 

too? And was any of this foretold elsewhere by others? How so? 

3. This is actually the first of three episodes where Jesus tells his closest disciples 

exactly what is coming and what will happen to Him – the cost foretold. Read 

Matthew 17:22-23 and 20:17-19 for the other two episodes in Matthew’s Gospel 

account. In addition, all three synoptic Gospels include all three episodes – read 

Mark 8:31-9:1 and Luke 9:22-27 for the other ‘first statements’. What does this all 

tell you about these statements of Jesus? In many ways, the first statement of 

Jesus is like a hinge on a great door, around which the entire three-and-a-half 

years of Jesus’ earthly ministry turns. Do you see this? And why is this important? 

 

WRONG PATH/RIGHT PATH – Read: Matthew 16:22-23 

4. What happens next? What do you see in these verses as significant? Why did 

Peter say what he said to Jesus? Are there connections in the earlier part of the 

story when Peter declared who Jesus is to what Peter says here? How so? Why is 

this important? 

5. How would you characterize what Jesus’ reply to Peter was – what did Jesus 

mean? Pastor Connor said that Peter is clearly not actually Satan, and from all 

accounts in the Gospel stories, Peter’s motives were worthy and God-

fearing…Connor said that Jesus is saying that Peter, in this moment, does not 

have in mind the plan of God; only the plan of man…that he’s thinking only on 

one level. Does this ring true to you? How so? And so, how about us – our plan or 

God’s plan? How so? 

6. The path that following Jesus lays before us may be one of hardship, even to 

the point of the temptation to ‘get off the path’ or to ‘change paths’… And of 

course, as the adversary and deceiver, Satan wants nothing more than that, 

correct? 

 

 

 



WHO’S CHAIRING THE COMMITTEE? –  

Read: Matthew 16:24-26 

7. In this final part of the story, what is Jesus saying now? Is this not the key point 

of being a believer and His follower? And in these three verses, how many times 

does Jesus characterize what we must do? Which one most rings true for you? 

Why does Jesus say it multiple times in multiple ways? 

8. For perspective, read Luke’s account too – Luke 9:23-25 – in verse 23, do you 

note a key word difference in Luke’s account? What is it, and why is it important? 

To be a follower of Jesus means that we are on a journey on the path that He 

leads…and as followers, what do we call this journey? Do you see that it is not just 

a ‘one and done’ proposition when we become a believer? Is this what is meant 

by being a disciple? How so? 

9. If we are to die to self, we then live in Christ…but how does this happen and 

what is the result? Jesus tells us: read John 3:3 and 3:5-7…what’s the answer? 

What’s the result? Is this the Gospel? How so? And once born again, then what? 

See Luke 9:23…daily! 

10. So, as we are called to deny self, Pastor Connor put it this way: “You and Jesus 

do not co-chair the committee of your life.”…“He chairs the committee, and you 

can submit stuff for the agenda.” What does Connor mean by this? And how do 

we “submit stuff for the agenda.” Does this ring true for you? And Connor 

concluded by saying that, “He’s chairing the committee with perfect wisdom and 

perfect love.” What does he mean by this? Is this also the Gospel? How so? 

11. For a final perspective, Pastor Connor closed with a reading from the letter to 

the Hebrews – read Hebrews 12:1-2 and see the model that Jesus is for our lives, 

as we count the cost, live like Him, and give God all the Glory. 

 

 

 

 



Prayer 

As we consider Pastor Connor’s message today, and this great turn of the story of 

“Immanuel”, pray that God would reveal His Will for your life, daily. Pray for the 

Holy Spirit to give you strength and courage and willingness to ‘deny self’, take up 

your cross, and place your soul in His hands for eternity – now and forever. Pray 

that temptation to return to self will not take hold, that human urges and 

seductive ways would not capture your nature, and that you would continue to 

follow Him in the ways of the Lord. And as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would 

give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order 

to be His hands, feet and heart in this world, living like Jesus lived, in Truth! Amen. 

 

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links: 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now 

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw 

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

