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Easter 2021 – He Is Risen!
Dr. Brent Crowe

WARM-UP
1. Happy Easter! He is risen indeed! For many Christians, Easter Sunday is the most important day of the year, and 

is considered the most special day of the Christian life. It is often a special day of worship, remembrance, and 
time with family and friends. Do you have a special Easter memory that is particularly meaningful to you? If so, 
share that memory or experience with everyone, and tell what makes it so special.

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Dr. Crowe shares the perspectives of the first encounter of the risen Jesus with the Apostles, according 
to the Gospel account of John. We see, in the sweep of a few minutes, a radical change from fear to joy, and a 
charge to the group of these gathered disciples, ‘from day one.’ As Brent asked us to consider, what words did 
Jesus have for the Apostles on the very first day of resurrection? To begin, and to set the stage, let’s first read 

John 20:1-18, that early Easter morning.

WORDS OF FREEDOM FROM FEAR – Read:  John 20:19-20

2.	 What	does	this	passage	tell	us	about	this	first	encounter?	When	was	it?	What	were	the	circumstances	and	state	
of mind of the eleven? Why?  

3. Read Luke’s account – Luke 24:36-38. What four words are used to describe the Elevens’ state of mind? Can 
you place yourself in their circumstances, and would you have had the same reactions and emotions?     

4.	 In	verse	19,	what	were	Jesus’	very	first	words	to	them?	What	did	He	mean?	And	what	did	He	do	in	verse	20?		
Why did He do this? How did they react to both His words and His revealing? Read Luke 24:39-43. What does 
this passage tell us and why is it important?   

       
WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE AND PREPARATION – Read:  Luke 24:44-46

5. Verses 44 and 45 must have been ‘light bulb moments’ for the Eleven – what is Jesus saying to them in these 
verses?	What	did	He	do?	And	why	is	He	saying	this	now?		

6.	 And	in	verse	46,	He	makes	all	the	connections	for	them	across	the	arc	of	Scripture	as	one	continuous	story	that	
leads to Him! Did He say this to them before? If so, when and where? What’s different this time? Have you ever 
had or seen new understandings in Scripture after multiple readings? If so, how does that happen?



WORDS OF COURAGE AND CALLING – Read:  John 20:21-23

7.	 What	does	Jesus	say	in	verse	21?	Why	does	He	repeat	His	opening	statement?	And	what	is	His	given	charge	to	
them?

8.	 Brent	said	that	to	fully	celebrate	the	resurrection,	we	must	also	share	the	resurrection.	And	similarly,	read	Luke	
24:47-49.	What	is	Jesus	saying	to	them?	Who	is	the	‘promise	of	my	Father’?	Why	is	this	important?	As	believers	
now, do we have this today?

9.	 In	these	three	verses	(21-23),	who	do	you	see	as	the	central	figure(s)?	Following	the	charge	in	verse	21,	verses	
22	and	23	are	the	initial	elements	of	the	charge	to	proclaim	and	affirm	–	John’s	version	of	Jesus’	commissioning	
of	the	Apostles.	Why	is	that	important?	Is	that	the	basis	for	our	witness	and	sharing	today?	If	so,	why	and	how?

10.	With	the	inspiration	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	why	did	John	write	his	Gospel	account?	Does	this	apply	to	us	today?	If	so,	
in	what	ways?	And	Jesus	tells	us	why	as	well	–	read	John	20:27-29	–	who	does	Jesus	say	are	blessed?	Do	we	
know anyone like this? How does this shape our witness and sharing? 

PRAYER
As you reflect on Easter Sunday and Jesus’ resurrection nearly 2,000 years ago, think about the state 
of mind of the earliest disciples, and how, when they met the risen Lord, their hearts and minds were 

opened, and their fears turned to joy, as Jesus prepared them for their mission. As we are also charged 
to share the Good News of Jesus with others, pray that the Holy Spirit would open pathways for you, put 

people in your life to encounter, and give you the witness and words to share His peace, His love, His 
protection, and His salvation. If Jesus has changed you, then go tell someone! And as always, pray that 
the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order 

to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw
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