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ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – Are You Willing?
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WARM-UP
1.	 Pastor	Connor	opened	with	a	reflection	on	personal	relationships	and	trust.	He	said	that	people	want	to	have	trust	

in	you	before	they	care	to	know	what	you	think	or	say	about	faith.	More	broadly,	he	suggested	that,	“People	don’t	
care	what	you	know	until	they	know	that	you	care.”	And	said	from	a	leadership	perspective,	“If	you	don’t	believe	
in	the	messenger,	you	won’t	believe	the	message	–	credibility	matters.”	So,	what	has	been	your	experience	in	
this	regard?	Have	you	had	times	when	you’ve	not	been	able	to	really	hear	or	understand	someone’s	message	
because	 you	 don’t	 know	 them	well	 enough	 or	 trust	 them?	Or	 has	 that	worked	 the	 other	way	 towards	 you?		
Conversely,	how	has	it	been	to	listen	to	someone’s	message	or	thoughts	when	you	deeply	trust	them?	Why	do	
you	think	this	is	so?	Do	we	see	this	happening	with	God	as	well?	In	what	ways?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues the preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles.  

Today, he explores the third encounter with Philip, the deacon and evangelist. This time is quite different from the 
first or second times that we saw him in action. And this time has a personal message for us… let’s discover that 

together.

DIVINE INTERVENTION – Read: Acts 8:26-29

2.	 Recall	together,	who	was	Philip?	And	how	are	his	circumstances	different	from	the	last	times	we	met	him?		

3.	 In	verse	26,	who	did	Philip	encounter?	What	did	the	angel	of	the	Lord	say?	And	in	verse	27a,	what	was	Philip’s	
response?	Why	is	this	important	or	significant?	What	does	this	have	for	us?		

4.	 Who	was	Philip	led	to?	And	in	verse	27	and	28,	what	was	the	person	doing?	What	can	we	surmise	from	the	story	
about	this	person?	Why	is	all	this	significant	relative	to	the	direction	Philip	had	received?	Notice	that	this	passage	
begins	and	ends	the	same	way	–	what	is	that?	Why	is	this	significant?

       
SEIZE THE MOMENT – Read:  Acts 8:30-35 

5.	 So,	in	verse	30,	what	did	Philip	do?	Why	is	this	significant?	And	in	verse	31,	what	was	the	response?	Why	is	this	
significant?

6.	 In	verse	32	and	33,	Luke	tells	us	what	the	official	was	reading	–	what	portion	of	the	book	of	Isaiah	is	this?	Why	
is	this	significant?	Read	Isaiah	53:1-12	–	as	believers,	what	do	we	see	and	understand	in	this	passage?	And	do	
we	now	understand	why	it	is	so	significant	that	this	was	the	passage	that	the	official	was	reading?	What	does	this	
tell	us	or	hold	for	us	as	believers	today,	particularly	when	we	encounter	non-believers?		



7.	 In	verse	34	and	35,	what	was	the	question,	and	what	was	the	response?	Based	on	verse	35,	what	do	you	think	
Philip	told	the	official?

ARE YOU WILLING? – Read:  Acts 8:36-40

8.	 From	acceptance	of	the	Gift	of	the	Gospel,	the	story	moves	quickly	to	baptism	–	describe	what	happens	here.		
Why	is	this	important?	[Sidebar:	What	does	verse	37	say?]	And	in	verse	39,	what	the	reaction	of	the	official?		
Why?	Does	this	remind	you	of	an	earlier	verse	in	this	Chapter?

9.	 So,	we	see	Philip	contrasted	in	these	two	stories	in	Chapter	8	–	a	sharing	of	the	Gospel	in	an	urban	center	to	the	
masses	(the	‘crowds’)	with	amazing	results	of	conversion,	and	a	single	person	in	a	lone	encounter	in	the	‘middle	
of	nowhere’,	again	with	amazing	results.	What	does	this	tell	us	about	God’s	plan?	And	what	does	this	tell	us	about	
God’s	command	for	us?

10.	Pastor	Connor	said	that	God	not	only	wants	to	provide	blessings	to	us,	but	also	through	us	to	others.	How?	It	
comes	back	 to	Acts	1:8,	doesn’t	 it?	Read	Romans	10:14-17	–	how	does	Paul	characterize	and	explain	 it?	 It	
comes	down	to	sharing	the	Gospel	with	others	who	need	to	hear,	know,	and	trust	it,	and	trust	and	obey	Him	–	and	
the	question	for	us	is,	Are	We	Willing?	This	is	a	personal	question,	but	also	a	corporate	question	for	the	local	and	
global	church	–	how	are	you	doing?	How	are	we	doing?

PRAYER
As you consider Connor’s message today, take time to prayerfully consider your openness to Jesus’ 
commands to His first disciples in Matthew 28 and Acts 1…can you be like Philip, and follow the Holy 

Spirit’s urging and leading, even when you don’t know the whole picture, the entire plan, or even the “how 
to” ahead of time? Can you trust Him? Pray for that trust…that He will bring people to you, across your 

path in life, and give you the courage to speak and the words to say, so that they can hear, know, and trust 
the Good News. In this way, and for this specific reason, also pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears 

to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in 
this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

