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WARM-UP
1. As you think about your faith journey and growth as a Christian, what have been (or are) the approaches, methods, 

tools, or experiences that you have found (or are finding) to be most helpful in discovering, strengthening, and 
‘building up’ your faith, your spiritual gifts, or your understanding of God’s will in your life? What made (or makes) 
these efforts effective in your life? Do you find that effective approaches or methods change over time? If so, how 
and why?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues the preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles.  

Today, he explores the fallout or effects of the first recorded martyr of the early Jerusalem church (the ekklesia) 
– the disciple named Stephen. Stephen’s death for his beliefs (martyrdom) would ‘catalyze’ a great persecution 

of the earliest Jesus followers in Jerusalem…but ultimately would also trigger one of the biggest moments of the 
Jesus movement of the first century…a ‘missionary mindset’ and the initial spread of the Gospel…in God’s plan, 

one led to the other. Connor says that His plans are not thwarted by negative circumstances…in fact, He has done 
some of His most glorious, significant work in the midst of the worst of circumstances. For us today, could a similar 

time of suffering or challenge bring out a ‘missionary mindset’? Let’s find out… 

MISSIONARY MINDSET – PERSECUTION BEGINS – Read:  Acts 8:1-3

2. What are the particulars of these first three verses of Chapter 8?  What do we learn and know?  Could this have 
been any more terrible for the early church?  

3. Read 8:1b.  What is significant about this verse? (hint: read Acts 1:8).  How was the persecution and even the 
death of Stephen according to God’s Plan and Will for the early church?  Is this a clear indication of God using 
suffering, and even death, for His purposes?  If so, how?  But let’s be clear – now in Jesus own words, read Luke 
21:12-19 – what did Jesus say would happen to His witnesses?  How do we understand this today, and make 
sense of it?

       
MISSIONARY MINDSET – LEAVING ON MISSION – Read:  Acts 8:4 

4. What is significant about ‘those who were scattered’?  What are they doing?  Again, how does this relate to Jesus’ 
words in Acts 1:8?  As Connor suggested, do you see this as both a command and a prophesy?  How so?  Why 
is this important?        

5. This brings us to our own lives – how are we being witnesses for Jesus in our lives and days; do we have a 
‘missionary mindset’?  What are we willing to risk in order to be His witness?  Does it sometimes even involve our 
suffering or pain?  If so, how do we prepare for that?  



MISSIONARY MINDSET – EQUIPPING & EQUIPPED – Read:  Ephesians 4:11-16

6. What does this passage from Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus tell us?  And what, in particular, do verses 
11-12 tell us about the job (and responsibility) of the church leaders?  How does this relate to the work of EAC 
and EAC’s stated mission?

7. Connor said that when a person becomes a member of EAC, they are pledging that they are ‘on mission’ with 
us – that they have a ‘missionary mindset’.  What does He mean by that?  And if that is the case, then what are 
we personally to do about being equipped?  And what does EAC do about that?  And are you, and we collectively, 
accomplishing that effort?    

8. Another way that Connor said it was this…that EAC’s purpose is not to just lay on us the beautiful calling to ‘Go 
Be the Church!”, but to equip us to do so – in a way that our ‘gathering’ as a faith community prepares us for our 
‘scattering’.  Does this ring true to you?  Finally, close by reading Ephesians 4:1-7 and reflect on these words of 
Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, for our growth, both personally and collectively.

PRAYER
As you think about the growth of the early church, particularly beyond the roots in Jerusalem, consider 

that it was harsh persecution of the earliest disciples that drove the Gospel witness and significant 
advance of the Body of Christ. Pray that God, through the Holy Spirit, would reveal the gifts you have 
been given, how you are to grow those gifts over time, and how He wants you to use your gifts for His 

purpose and plans. Pray also for EAC, and our leadership, that we make wise decisions led by the Spirit, 
in equipping and preparing members to follow Jesus’ command to us for the world, in the world, and that 
as equipped, we can make the Gospel known and share God’s love with others who need the message, 

the blessing, and the care of Jesus in their lives. In this way, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears 
to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in 

this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

