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WARM-UP
1. We likely all have heard the proverbial phrase, “silence is golden.” Did you know that the complete phrase is, 

“speech is silver; silence is golden”, and that some form of this notion goes back to ancient Egypt. What does 
this proverb tell us about speaking versus not speaking? And in your life, can you remember a time when saying 
nothing was the best thing to do? If so, describe that situation and how it turned out?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Epstein explores Jesus’ Passion week leading up to Good Friday in the context of what was written 
about Him, why He came, and about this particular week some 700 years before by the prophet Isaiah. What do 
we know about the prophet Isaiah? What do we know about the book of Isaiah? To begin, read Isaiah 52:7-8; 13-

15 and 53:1-12.

JESUS WENT SILENTLY TO HIS DEATH BECAUSE… Read Matthew 26:62-63a and Matthew 27:12-14

2. He trusted His executioner – Reflecting on the Isaiah 53:7 verse, read John 10:11-18. What is Jesus saying in this 
passage, particularly in verses 17 and 18? Now read 1 Peter 2:21-23. What is Peter saying in this passage about 
Jesus and the Father? Now read Matthew 26:36-44, Mark 14:35-36 and Luke 22:41-44. What do these passages 
tell us about Jesus and the Father? What does this say to us about our will and God’s Will for our lives? Is this a 
challenging notion even for believers?

3. He loved the real criminals – Read Isaiah 53:4-6. What does this passage tell us about Jesus, us and the cross?  
Do we see how Jesus became the needed sin offering and also our advocate? But how does this happen? We 
call it the ‘wonderous exchange’ or ‘the trade’ – He gave His life for ours – First Read Isaiah 53:12. Now read 
2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24-25; Romans 6:22-23; John 3:16-17; Colossians 2:13-14, and Matthew 20:28.  
What do all these passages tell us about ‘the trade’? When did this exchange happen? Is it a gift to be given and 
received? If so, who gives it? Who can receive it? How?

4. His hour had come – Jesus’ and the Father’s timing was key. Read John 2:1-4; John 7:1-9; John 7:28-30; John 
8:19-20. What is Jesus saying in all these passages?  Now read Isaiah 52:13; John 12:20-33; John 17:1-5; Mark 
14:41-42. What do these passages say about Jesus, His time, the Father, God’s Glory, and why Jesus was 
silent? Since His hour had come, what does that mean for humanity today, some 2,000 years later?

5. The Father made promises that He would keep – Read Isaiah 53:10 and 12. Jesus would not die in vain – do you 
see that in these verses? The evidence for this is in what Jesus said from the cross – Read John 19:28-30.What 
is Jesus saying? What is the Greek word for the phrase ‘It is finished’ (1), what does it mean, and what is Jesus 
saying here? Also, the Father promised that Jesus would not stay dead – again Isaiah 53:10 and Mark 8:31, 9:31, 
and 33-34. But these were hard teachings for the Apostles to understand – why?        



       
IS HIS DEATH STILL EFFECTIVE AND DOES IT CHANGE LIVES?

6. To help answer this question, read Acts 8:26-40. What are the significant points of this story? What passage in 
Isaiah is the Ethiopian reading? Why is this significant? And how does this story demonstrate the effectiveness 
of Jesus’ death and atoning work? Does this story inform our lives today? If so, in what ways?

PRAYER
As you think about, reflect on, and prepare for Jesus’ passion week, pray for wisdom and understanding 
of who Jesus is, why He came to earth to be ‘fully man’, and how that understanding changes everything.  
Pray about ‘His life for ours’, and how you might be able to share that truth and understanding with other 
who don’t yet know or understand, and that by His Grace, they would be brought to a saving belief and 
trust of Him and His work in their lives. Also, pray that the Holy Spirit would reveal His Plan and Will for 

your life, and would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to 
be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In addition, on Thursday evening of this week, your small group or family might consider taking the Lord’s Supper 
together, as Jesus and the Apostles did on this same evening nearly 2,000 years ago. As you say the words of 

remembrance as Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, reflect on the entirety of this week, who Jesus is, and what 
He came to do.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

(1) Greek word Tetelestai
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