
SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS MARCH 21, 2021

ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – Go Be The Church
Recovery Church Oak Hill

WARM-UP
1.	 Next	Sunday,	Recovery	Church	Oak	Hill	 is	 launching	their	first	Sunday	worship	services.	 It	 is	a	 ‘big	moment’	

in	the	life	of	this	gathering	of	Christ	followers	(the	ekklesia).	Have	you	had	the	opportunity	to	be	in	on	the	early	
stages	of	a	new	church,	or	if	not	a	complete	church	effort,	how	about	a	new	church	ministry?	How	was	the	new	
gathering	or	ministry	initially	created?	What	did	it	take?	How	were	you	involved?	What	were	those	early	days	
like?	Could	you	see	the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	midst	of	it	all?	If	so,	how?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Elder Mike England and Pastor Neil Lacy shared updates and perspectives about the Recovery Church 

Oak Hill. In this community of great need, God is moving strongly and intentionally. Many workers are supporting 
the effort, but more is needed. How can EAC further support the effort?

THE KINGDOM ADVANCES – THE NEED IS GREAT – Read: John 13:34-35 and 15:9-13

2.	 Elder	Mike	England	shared	the	history	and	current	status	of	 the	Recovery	Church	and	talked	about	both	 the	
human	needs	and	the	spiritual	needs.	What	is	your	take	of	the	needs	of	the	community	as	Mike	described	them?			

3.	 Share	what	you	know	about	these	two	passages	from	John’s	account	of	the	Gospel	–	who	is	speaking;	who	is	the	
audience;	what’s	the	occasion;	what’s	being	said,	and	why?	Do	these	words	ring	true	for	us	today?	If	so,	how?		
And	as	you	listened	to	Elder	Mike’s	recounting	of	personal	stories	from	Oak	Hill,	how	does	this	passage	speak	to	
those	needs	–	human	needs;	spiritual	needs;	or	both?	Why?	Now	read	verses	15:14-17	–	this	is	the	‘how’	to	the	
previous	‘what’	–	what	is	being	said	in	these	verses	and	how	does	this	relate	to	the	Oak	Hill	needs?

4.	 For	many	folks	who	have	followed	Christ	over	the	years,	we	are	used	to	seeing	missionaries	sent	abroad	–	the	
‘mission	field’	was	always	‘over	there’.	Now,	in	a	western	culture	that	is	significantly	and	rapidly	moving	towards	
secularism	as	the	personal	belief	system	and	‘state	religion’,	the	mission	field	more	and	more	is	right	here,	in	our	
backyard,	where	we	live,	work	and	play.	How	do	you	understand	or	process	this	change	or	shift	in	need	and/or	
focus?	Why	is	it	significant	in	today’s	world?	What	implications	does	this	have	for	a	church	like	EAC?									

       
THE KINGDOM ADVANCES – GO BE THE CHURCH – Read: Romans 12:3-16 

5.	 It’s	interesting	and	important	to	note	that	the	efforts	for	the	Recovery	Church	Oak	Hill,	from	the	beginning,	have	
come	through	multiple	Christian	congregations	and	organizations	–	Elder	Mike	described	it	as,	“bringing	our	local	
churches	together	to	work	as	one	body”.	In	light	of	the	Romans	passage,	why	is	this	important?						

6.	 Read	1	Peter	2:9-10.	What	is	Peter	saying	in	this	passage	to	the	hearers	of	this	letter?	And	what	is	he	saying	to	
us	today,	particularly	in	light	of	circumstances	like	the	Recovery	Church?



7.	 Read	Acts	2:42-47.	In	this	recently	familiar	passage	that	Pastor	Connor	has	preached	to	us,	what	parallels	should	
we	see	between	the	description	of	this	earliest	ekklesia	in	Jerusalem	and	the	Recovery	Church	Oak	Hill?	Why	
are	these	similarities	important?	In	the	sense	of	this	passage,	what	can	we	do	personally	to	contribute	to	the	
present	and	future	of	the	Recovery	Church	as	described	in	this	passage?			

PRAYER
As Pastor Connor recognized and commissioned the EAC Recovery Church Oak Hill workers in today’s 
service, we prayed for their wisdom, strength, endurance, and protection. And Pastor Connor asked us 
to pray individually about how God can use us in the Recovery Church setting, and as you pray for His 

guidance, pray that you would also be obedient to His urging. In that sense, pray that the Holy Spirit would 
reveal His Plan and Will for your life, and give you grace, power and clarity to know how to live for Him, to 
serve Him, and to be His witness where you live, work and play, so that both human needs and spiritual 

needs may be met. Finally, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to 
respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

