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ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – Grace for the Moment
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1.	 We	likely	all	have	had	‘big	moments’	in	our	life	thus	far.	If	you	were	to	choose	a	significant	‘big	moment’	in	your	

life, what would it be? What made it a big moment? Did you know or see it coming? If so, did you prepare for it?  
If not, how did you deal with it? Was the big moment related to your faith/walk with Jesus? If so, in what way?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues the preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles.  

Today, he explores the first recorded martyr of the early Jerusalem church (the ekklesia) – the disciple named 
Stephen. His ‘big moments’ would trigger one of the biggest moments of the Jesus movement of the first century 
– the spread of the Gospel – one led to the other. For us today, could our big moments be as impactful? Let’s find 

out.

THE BIG MOMENT OF OPPORTUNITY – Read: Acts 6:8 – 7:1

2. What do we know about the disciple Stephen? How does Luke characterize Stephen in this passage as well as 
6:5? Whose grace and power is Stephen full of? How is this different from the non-believing world, then and now?

3.	 What	is	significant	about	the	members	of	the	synagogue	that	are	listed	in	verse	9?	In	this	passage,	notice	once	
again	the	presence	of	both	Hellenistic	Jews	and	Hebraic	Jews.	What	is	significant	about	their	relationship	in	this	
episode of Stephen?            

       
THE BIG MOMENT OF TRUTH 

4.	 How	would	you	characterize	 the	sermon	Stephen	delivers	 in	verses	7:2-53?	What	are	 the	significant	points?		
Instead of refuting the false claims made against him, why does Stephen preach this message? Is it effective for 
the intended purpose (read verse 54)?    

5. Read verses 7:51-53. Stephen’s sermon is “cut short when he applied his history lesson to Israel’s present 
rejection of Jesus as the Messiah.” (ESV study notes). He turned the tables on them because they were the ones 
truly disobeying and dishonoring God (blasphemy). What is he saying to them? Where did these words come 
from (hint: verse 6:10)? Pastor Connor said that “we can’t necessarily predict the great moments, but we can 
prepare for them.” What does he mean? And had Stephen prepared himself for this ‘big moment’ of truth? If so, 
how do we know?   

6. The Jewish law penalty for blasphemy was death by stoning (Leviticus 24:13-16). As Stephen was talking the 
truth, do you think he knew he was speaking his own death sentence? If so, how would he have known? And if 
so, why did he do it? Do believers do this today? Would we?  



THE BIG MOMENT OF WITNESS – Read: Acts 7:54 – 8:3

7. The Greek word for ‘witness’ is martus (‘to be a witness’ is matureo), from which we get our English word, martyr, 
or	to	be	martyred	–	how	significant	is	that!		Read	Acts	1:8	–	what	did	Jesus	say	would	happen?	But,	let’s	be	clear	
–	again	in	Jesus	own	words,	read	Luke	21:12-19	–	what	did	Jesus	say	would	happen	to	His	witnesses?	How	do	
we understand this today, and make sense of it?

8.	 Read	7:59-60.	Stephen	died	with	these	two	prayers	on	his	lips	–	he	spoke	these	words	as	he	was	being	stoned	
to death. Read Luke 23:46 and 34 – who is speaking these prayers? Under what circumstances? In both cases, 
what is being prayed for? As witnesses for Jesus, are we willing to pray both of these prayers?

9.	 Read	verse	58,	verse	8:1a	and	verse	8:3.	Who	is	mentioned	here?	Who	is	this?	Why	is	this	significant?	Have	
you	ever	considered	how	significant	Stephen’s	words	were	to	this	person,	‘down	the	road’?	Profound	words	of	
witnesses don’t always have immediate effects – but they do have effects – all in God’s timing.   

10.	Read	8:1b.	What	is	significant	about	this	verse?	(hint:	read	Acts	1:8).	How	was	the	persecution	and	even	the	
death of Stephen according to God’s Plan and Will for the early church? Is this a clear indication of God using 
suffering, and even death, for His purposes? This brings us to our own lives – how are we being witnesses for 
Jesus in our lives and days? What are we willing to risk in order to be His witness? Does it sometimes even 
involve our suffering or pain?  

PRAYER
As you think about the persecution of the earliest disciples, and their devotion to Jesus and their faith 
(trust) in Him, consider that, as Pastor Connor shared with us, “current behavior is a great predictor of 
future behavior”. As a believer, pray for wisdom and grace concerning this notion – are you living for 

Jesus now? Are you rising to God’s direction and plan for your life now? Pray that the Holy Spirit would 
reveal His Plan and Will for your life, and give you grace, power and clarity to know how to live for Him, 
to serve Him, to be His witness where you live, work and play, so that others might have a ‘big moment’ 
for Jesus themselves. In this way, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and 

hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

