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ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – A Courageous Church
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. Have you ever been in a situation that required you to ‘take a principled stand’ that was the right thing to  
 do, but not at all popular, and even contrary to the norm – it might be a faith position, or a moral question, or  
 a procedure contrary to the ‘policy’? It could be a family situation, or a work situation, or a relationship issue.  
	 If	so,	what	happened?	Did	the	stand	you	took	take	‘courage’?	If	so,	how?	And	how	do	you	define	courage?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues the preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles. Today, 
he explores another one of the core traits of the earliest church – courage in the face of challenge and even 
persecution. And what we discover is that, once again, this is (or likely will be) our story too, either personally or 
collectively, at some point in our life. In part, this question becomes, ‘Will we have the courage to be committed to 

the Word of God, even when it’s not easy or comfortable?’

FROM PROCLAMATION TO CONFRONTATION – Read: Acts 3:1-4:4

2. What was the reaction of the lame man to his healing? What was the reaction of the people who witnessed  
 the healing and the healed man? Why?

3. In verses 12-26, what are the key points in Peter’s proclamation? Did Peter have the courage to preach the  
	 Gospel?	How	was	this	sermon	similar	to	his	first	sermon	on	Pentecost?	(2:14-36)	How	was	it	different?

4.	 In	verses	4:1-4,	what	happened	and	why?

  
FROM CONFRONTATION TO CONFIDENCE – Read: Acts 4:5-22

5. What is the central confrontation question that the Jewish leaders asked? Why is this question so important?   
	 Read	Luke	20:1-2.	What	are	the	circumstances	of	this	passage?	Do	you	see	the	similarities?	How	so?

6. In answering the leaders’ question, how does Peter connect the healing of the lame man to the Gospel? Is  
 Peter’s answer effective? If so, why? And how do we know? By the way, where is the Gospel in this passage?

7.	 The	second	confrontation	comes	in	verse	18.	What	 is	said?	And,	 in	confidence,	how	did	Peter	and	John	 
	 answer?	Where	did	their	confidence	come	from	this	time?



FROM CONFIDENCE TO BOLDNESS – Read:  Acts 4:23-31

8. What was the reaction to Peter and John’s report to their friends on what had happened? In verses 29-30,  
 how would you characterize the nature of their prayer? Why did they pray this way and for these results?  
 What might have been your prayer?

9. What was the immediate result of their corporate prayer? Why? And what was the longer-term result of their  
 prayer? 

10. Pastor Connor closed by asking if this is our prayer as well? Do we pray for boldness in the Word, courage in  
 the face of opposition or persecution? In what circumstances in our lives personally or collectively, is this  
 prayer needed? Connor said, “We are called to be a courageous church that says and does the right things,  
 for the right reasons, in the right way.” Does this describe you in your walk personally? Does this describe  
 us collectively at EAC? What makes the difference in answering Connor’s question to us? And how do we  
 know what is ‘right’?

PRAYER
As you think about this earliest church confrontation and challenge, pray for God’s Will to be done in your 
life and the life of EAC in times of struggle, confrontation, or even persecution…praying for boldness, with 
courage where necessary, and in ways and approaches that give Him all the Glory.  Pray that through the 
Holy Spirit in your life, you will be a stronger witness to those who need to hear and understand the truth 

of the Gospel, even as you may be rejected. And pray that the Holy Spirit would lead you, even compel 
you, to take a risk to speak the Truth with confidence and boldness, even if there are unknowns. Finally, 

pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, 
in order to be His hands, feet and voice in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

