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ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – Under Fire
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. In your life experience as a follower of Jesus, as you watch and witness the brokenness of the world, of others, 

and even yourself, have you ever asked or wondered why all of this brokenness, evil and suffering exist? How 
do you process that apparent mystery? Have you had other people share this same question with you, maybe 
unbelievers? What do we say? It is a tough question, to be sure.

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues the preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles.  
Today, he explores the challenge that the earliest followers of Jesus confronted in sharing the Gospel in the face of 
persecution and suffering. And once again, as in past lessons, this teaching is also for us today, in our church, in our 

lives, and with our God. 

WITH THE FIRE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – ADVANCING HIS KINGDOM – Read:  2 Peter 3:8-9

2. Pastor Connor reminds us that, as believers, a core conviction is that God wants His Kingdom (His Sovereign 
Reign and Rule) to advance and He wants to use us to do that as we are led by the Holy Spirit. In fact, when 
Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He said to pray to our Father, “…Your Kingdom come, Your Will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.” But when we look around the world and see chaos, evil, suffering and persecution, it 
doesn’t look like this is happening. So, we may ask ourselves, and even God, ‘why don’t You just fix it now’? And 
what does the passage in 2 Peter tell us? What other reflections on God’s providence and plan can we see and 
understand? And reflecting on Jesus’ command in Acts 1:8, as believers, what are we to do in the meantime?

3. Let’s press a little further – read Romans 5:1-6. What does Paul’s letter to the church in Rome tell us about how 
we are to understand our suffering in this life? And what is the basis for what Paul describes in verse three? And 
what do we see about God’s timing in verse six? How does this Romans passage relate to the 2 Peter passage?       

  
ON FIRE FOR JESUS – Read:  Acts 5:12-16

4. As we pick up the story in Acts 5, what is the overall sense that you get from this passage? Be specific. And how 
does it connect with earlier passages that we have studied in chapter two and four about the earliest church?

5. Who is at work in this passage? What is the outcome of that work being done? How far reaching was this earliest 
work? Does this have ties to Jesus’ command in Acts 1:8? How so?



UNDER FIRE FOR JESUS – Read:  Acts 5:17-42

6. Connor said that, from the very beginning, the church has experienced two fundamental truths – (1) so much good 
was, and continues to be, done in the name of Jesus, that it changed (and continues to change) the world; and (2) 
the church was, and continues to be, persecuted. Now the story in Acts shifts to the second truth – persecution 
and opposition. And why do these two truths (goodness and persecution) seemingly run parallel in history and 
even today? Read verse 17 – do you see it here in just one verse? Connor suggests that a primary reason is that 
the Kingdom of God is at war with the kingdoms of this world – the kingdom of darkness – the kingdom of Satan.  
And the moves of Christianity for the betterment of the world through the work of the Holy Spirit in believers is, 
and will be, met by forces of darkness – and there is, in Connor’s words, ‘no neutral ground’. What do you make 
of this Kingdom of light and kingdom of darkness conflict?

7. Just weeks before this episode, Peter himself denied even knowing Jesus, let alone following Him (Matthew 
26:69-75). What do make of Peter’s situation then and his boldness and confidence now? What happened?   

8. Pastor Connor said that in verse 28, we see the real problem that the religious leaders had – what is it? Why 
is this a problem in their view? And what was Peter and the other apostle’s response? And should this be our 
response today, even in the face of ridicule, mocking, hatred, hardship and even persecution – when we are 
under fire too? How do we go about that? (hint: it’s the same answer that the apostles relied on).

9. Read Mark 10:28-31. Pastor Connor closed by being sure that we know that suffering and persecution, for the 
follower of Jesus, is part of the deal. But what does this passage from Mark’s account of the Gospel, in Jesus’ 
own words, tell us about the life of the believer and the results of following Him?  

PRAYER
As you think about the advancement of God’s Kingdom, and how, as believers, we have a God-

commanded role to play in that advancement, pray that the Holy Spirit, at the right times and in the right 
ways, would open doors for you to proclaim the Gospel, to be a witness for Jesus, and with all boldness 
of our convictions, pray that ‘we cannot stop talking about Jesus’.   Pray that His Kingdom come, and His 
Will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Pray that He will protect us from evil and help ease our suffering, 
while helping us to use our suffering for His Glory and the advancement of His Kingdom.  Finally, pray that 
the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order 

to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

Book Reference:  “How Christianity Changed the World”, by Alvin Schmidt

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

