
SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS FEBRUARY 14, 2021

ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – Integrity Matters
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1.	 Have	you	ever	had	an	experience	where	someone	has	said	something	or	done	something	just	to	‘fit	in’	or	 
	 ‘get	along’	even	though	they	didn’t	really	believe	in	what	they	said	or	did?	Was	there	a	negative	impact	on	 
	 the	deceptive	person	and	on	those	around	them?	If	this	was	a	personal	situation,	how	did	it	impact	you	and	 
	 your	relationship	with	that	person?	From	your	experience,	how	is	truthfulness	tied	to	integrity?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues the preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles. Today, 
he explores the importance of integrity in the early church with one another, and with God, as well as the need for 
healing in the body of believers. And, as in past lessons, this teaching is also for us today, in our church, in our lives, 

and with our God.

HEALTHY, VIBRANT, LOVING – Read: Acts 4:32-37

2.	 Thus	far,	we	have	seen	that	the	early	church	has	integrity	–	honest	focus	on	core	convictions	–	devotion	 
	 to	God	and	one	another;	love	for	one	another;	hospitality	for	one	another;	radical	generosity	for	one	another.	 
	 In	verses	32-33,	we	are	told	what	drives	this	integrity	–	what	is	it?	Is	this	still	the	case	for	us	and	EAC	today?	 
	 If	so,	in	what	ways?	

3.	 We	learned	 in	 the	earlier	part	of	 the	story,	Acts	2:42	and	44-45,	 that	 the	earliest	church	was	engaged	 in	 
	 koinonia	–	what	is	our	English	translation	of	this	word	(see	verse	42)?	And	how	is	it	now	characterized	in	this	 
	 more	specific	passage?		

4.	 Why	is	it	important	that	Luke	uses	Barnabas	as	an	example	of	this	koinonia?	What	else	do	we	know	about	 
	 Barnabas	in	the	story	of	the	early	church?

  
DECEPTION IMPACTS DEEPLY – Read: Acts 5:1-11

5.	 Now	the	story	shifts	to	a	deep	and	drastic	contrast	to	koinonia	in	the	story	of	Ananias	and	Sapphira,	husband	 
	 and	wife,	and	their	deep	deception	and	lies,	even	to	God.	What	is	the	nature	of	their	story?	What	was	their	 
	 motivation?

6.	 Pastor	Connor	shared	that	when	a	Jesus	community	collectively	celebrates	core	ethics	or	 truths,	people	 
	 often	can	respond	in	one	of	three	possible	ways:	(1)	they	like	what	is	celebrated	and	genuinely	want	it	to	be	 
	 true	 of	 them,	 so	 they	 grow	 towards	 it;	 (2)	 they	 don’t	 like	what	 is	 celebrated	 (for	whatever	 reasons),	 so	 



	 they	leave;	or	(3)	they	like	what	is	celebrated,	but	don’t	want	to	grow	towards	it,	so	they	pretend,	or	fake	their	 
	 alignment	or	allegiance	to	the	truth	or	ethic.	What	are	your	thoughts	on	these	three	options	for	response?	Do	 
	 you	have	experience	with	any	or	all	of	them?	If	so,	how?

7.	 As	disciples,	we	are	all	at	various	stages	of	growth,	and	we	must	ask	ourselves	periodically,	which	of	the	 
	 three	 options	 are	we	 taking?	Connor	 suggested	 that	 #3	 is	 the	most	 dangerous,	 and	 is	 what	 describes	 
	 Ananias	and	Sapphira’s	situation	–	lack	of	integrity	leading	to	deception	–	do	you	see	this	in	their	story?	

TOGETHER, GIVE IT TO THE LORD – Read:  James 5:16, 19-20

8.	 Pastor	Connor	said	that,	“Church	is	not	a	place	to	hide,	church	is	a	place	to	heal.”	What	does	he	mean	by	 
	 this?	How	does	the	passage	from	James’	letter	speak	to	this	notion?	And	Connor	also	said	that	in	order	to	 
	 heal,	we	must	‘be	real’	with	God	and	those	who	love	us	–	what	does	this	mean?	Is	this	easy	or	hard	to	do?

9.	 Read	Matthew	11:28-30.	What	is	Jesus	telling	the	crowd	at	this	point?	How	do	we	take	Jesus	up	on	this	 
	 offer?	Is	this	easy	or	hard	to	do?		

10.	 Pastor	Connor	closed	by	asking	each	of	us	to	‘be	real’	with	our	own	situations	in	life,	with	God	and	with	one	 
	 another.	If	we	have	needs	(and	we	all	do),	we	need	to	bring	them	to	Him,	ask	for	His	grace,	His	forgiveness,	 
	 and	His	healing,	and	seek	someone	else	that	can	come	alongside	and	help.	That’s	why	we	are	a	community	 
	 of	 believers	who	 love	 one	 another	 and	 koinonia	with	 one	 another.	Does	 this	 describe	 you	 in	 your	walk	 
	 personally?	Does	this	describe	us	collectively	at	EAC?		

PRAYER
As you think about the core convictions of this earliest church and when, in today’s times, integrity can be 

lost, pray that God would show you the way to live in truthfulness and peace with Him and others – pray 
for no hiding, no pretending, no faking, even when it’s hard. Pray for His help, understanding, forgiveness, 
and strength – and to be a person who can be healed, and also a person who is offering healing to others. 

And pray that the Holy Spirit would lead you, even compel you, to come alongside others who need 
healing, or need to know Jesus in the first place. Finally, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to 
hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this 

world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

