
SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS DECEMBER 6, 2020

The Significance of the Insignificant - Pastor Ron Schafer

WARM-UP
1. As we come to this Christmas season, Pastor Ron opened with a question for us to consider – the two  
 personalities of Christmas – one focused on the true story and one focused on the secular, cultural story. His  
 question for us is, “Does Christmas seem different to you now compared to your growing-up years?” How do  
 you answer that question, particularly considering the two personalities of Christmas? If it is much the same,  
 in what ways? If it is different, how is that?

DIGGING DEEPER
As humanity goes through time, history often records the ‘spectacular’ or the ‘significance’ of that moment in time 
– the mighty nations, the mighty people of renown, the major cultural achievements. But, at those same moments, 
babies were born into the world who, in their own right, would go on to become spectacular or significant, often out 

of what seems to be insignificant surroundings or events. Such is the story of the Savior of the world.

THE SAVIOR ANNOUNCED TO THE INSIGNIFICANT – READ: Luke 2:1-14

2.	 In	the	first	century	Palestine,	there	weren’t	much	lower	status	people	than	shepherds.	They	couldn’t	enter	 
	 the	Jerusalem	temple,	nor	courts	of	law,	and	their	testimony	was	worthless	–	insignificant	in	the	culture.	And	 
	 yet,	outside	of	the	immediate	family,	as	this	passage	tells	us,	who	did	God	choose	to	hear	the	first	“Good	 
	 News”	of	the	coming	Savior?	In	verse	nine,	what	was	the	shepherds’	response	to	the	announcing	angel,	the	 
	 ‘messenger’	(angelos)	of	God?	Why	did	they	respond	this	way?		

3.	 In	verse	ten,	what	did	the	angel	tell	them?	And	as	Pastor	Ron	said,	what	is	the	nature	of	‘news’	and	why	 
	 is	this	important?	And	in	verses	11-12,	what	was	the	‘news’	and	how	would	they	know	of	it?	In	verses,	13-14,	 
	 what	happens	next	and	what	is	the	key	to	the	chorus	they	proclaimed?	Is	this	the	‘Good	News’	for	us	today,	 
	 as	insignificant	as	we	might	be	in	the	big	scheme	of	things?

4.	 Read	 Isaiah	9:6-7.	The	prophet	wrote	 these	words	 some	700	 years	 before	 Jesus’	 birth.	What	 does	 the	 
	 prophet	tell	us	about	the	coming	Messiah?	Is	this	the	‘Good	News’	of	Luke	2:10-11?	In	what	ways?					

THE SAVIOR BORN TO THE INSIGNIFICANT – READ: Luke 1:26-38

5.	 God	sent	His	messenger	Gabriel	to	a	young	woman	named	Mary,	living	in	Nazareth,	a	small	Galilean	village.		 
	 She	was	a	virgin	betrothed	to	a	man	named	Joseph.	She	was,	by	all	accounts,	insignificant	in	the	culture	of	 
	 the	day.	And	yet,	what	do	verses	28-31	say	that	God’s	will	is	for	her?	Why?		

6.	 In	verses	32-33,	the	angel	tells	Mary	(and	us)	who	and	what	this	son	named	Jesus	will	be	and	do.	What	do	 
	 you	find	in	these	verses?	Why	is	what	you	found	so	important?



7.	 In	verse	34,	Mary	is	not	sure	how	this	could	be.	What	does	the	angel	tell	her?	And	in	verse	38,	what	is	her	 
	 reply?	How	does	this	speak	to	her	faith	and	trust	in	God’s	message	for	her,	and	His	will	for	her?	How	does	 
	 this	speak	to	God’s	will	for	us	in	times	that	are	not	entirely	clear,	especially	when	we	wonder	if	God	has	the	 
	 ‘right	person	for	the	job’?

   

PRAYER
As you consider the apparent insignificance of the surroundings of the coming of Jesus, to be ‘God with 
us’, pray that what God has given you in your life, while maybe seemingly insignificant as well, would be 
revealed and understood to be wholly significant – that is, to share the Gospel of the coming and the rule 
of the Lord with those in your life and those you encounter. Pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears 

to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, as He is with you in His mission.
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