
SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS DECEMBER 5, 2021

Christmas is Coming: The Need for Christmas – Part 1
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. Have you ever received a gift (maybe Christmas, or birthday or another occasion) and really had no idea why you 

received it, or worse, what it’s for? If so, describe your experience – what was the gift, who gave it to you, and 
why did it seem odd? Did you ever figure out why you got the gift or what it was for? If so, how did that happen?  
Or maybe you have been on the other end – the giving end – and if so, how did that experience go?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, as we approach Christmas 2021, Pastor Connor begins an Advent Season series. The focus for today is to 
understand the need for Christmas – what’s it for? Part of the challenge in talking about Christmas and the journey 
towards it is that everyone (nearly) already knows the destination! But Connor suggests that we not let ourselves 
get ahead of ourselves, and that in particular, we don’t rush to the destination. Let’s explore what Connor means 

by this.

THE JOURNEY TO CHRISTMAS – Read: Genesis 1:26-31

2. Pastor Connor said that Christmas is the greatest gift ever given. What does he mean by this? But as we journey 
towards Christmas, do we fully understand what it’s for? And is it a gift that we are expecting?   

3. In Genesis 1 and 2, we read and see the beginning of the Story, and all that God did, and is, is good – genuinely 
and completely good. What does this passage from Genesis 1 tell us about the beginning, and in particular, 
the gifts that God gave? Can you imagine a world that is genuinely good – no issues, no problems, no pain, no 
suffering, no sin? If so, what does it look like and how does it happen?

4. Interestingly, the Story as written by God, ends in goodness and perfection as well – on your own, read Revelation 
21 and 22 and see this is ultimately what the Gift returns to when, in the fullness of time, all is made right. Do you 
understand this notion? How so?   

  
THE NEED FOR CHRISTMAS – Read: Genesis 3:13-19

5. But, as Connor said, we don’t stay in Chapters 1 and 2 very long. Human rebellion, encouraged and urged by the 
deceiver, comes and with it, the ‘marring’ of what was and is good. What does the Genesis passage say to you?  
And what is Connor saying here as well?

6. Connor also shared C. S. Lewis’ take on this, from Mere Christianity, as follows: “What Satan put into the heads 
of our remote ancestors was the idea that they could ‘be like gods’—could set up on their own as if they had 
created themselves—be their own masters—invent some sort of happiness for themselves outside God, apart 



from God. And out of that hopeless attempt has come nearly all that we call human history—money, poverty, 
ambition, war, prostitution, classes, empires, slavery—the long terrible story of man trying to find something other 
than God which will make him happy. The reason why it can never succeed is this. God made us: invented us as 
a man invents an engine. A car is made to run on gasoline, and it would not run properly on anything else. Now 
God designed the human machine to run on Himself. He Himself is the fuel our spirits were designed to burn, 
or the food our spirits were designed to feed on. There is no other. That is why it is just no good asking God to 
make us happy in our own way without bothering about religion. God cannot give us a happiness and peace apart 
from Himself, because it is not there. There is no such thing.” What do you make of Lewis’ thinking here? Do you 
clearly see the need for the Gift? And isn’t this, in fact, what Christmas is for?

7. Pastor Connor said it this way – a life once full of bliss, joy, peace, and love is now marred by pain, sorrow, 
struggle, difficulty, hardship, and ultimately, death. And it’s not that our lives don’t hold good things, or joys or 
times of goodness, but the reality is that even those are ‘tarnished’. What does Connor mean by this, and what 
is meant by ‘tarnished’? Weren’t we made in the Image of God? How can this be?

8. And this broken relationship with God is where humans are – our need for Christmas – unless there is a ‘rescue 
operation’ in the form of a Gift. Read Matthew 1:20-25. Do you see the rescue operation coming into focus in 
these words to Joseph through God’s messenger? How so?

THE HOPE OF CHRISTMAS – Read: Genesis 3:15 

9. But even in this darkest of chapters of the first book of the Bible, there is hope – even in the midst of all of our 
rebellion, there is a plan in place that has existed before time – God’s plan. And in this chapter, it may be easy 
to miss, but let’s be sure we don’t – What does Genesis 3:15 tell us? And where is the hope in this? Connor told 
us that this description is called the ‘protevangelium’, or the ‘first Gospel’ or ‘first Good News’ – do you see this 
in this passage? How so? 

10. Now read Luke 1:26-33. What do you make of this passage? Is this describing a Gift? How so? The Gift? How 
so?      

11. Connor concluded for today by saying, here’s the hope – God will, in fact, render a death blow to Satan, and He 
will do so in the person of Jesus – the Messiah – the Savior – the Gift. And notice that this promise (v15) comes 
before God pronounces the consequences of the human’s rebellion (vs16-19) – He had His plan in place even 
before the rebellion began – how’s that for a Gift worth getting? There is hope, and it is very Good News indeed!  

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Connor’s message today, as we journey towards Christmas, pray that the Holy Spirit would 

open your eyes and your heart to your need for Him, and for His redemptive plan in your life and those who are 
also in need. Rejoice to God that He has a plan, and a plan of hope for your life and for all those who call on His 
name. Pray that the Holy Spirit will reveal to you others who need to know of this hope, and the Gift that came to 
earth that first Christmas. And as He leads you, share the Good News of Christmas with all that you encounter.  

And in this way, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond 
to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world, as Christmas approaches! Amen.



In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

