
SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS DECEMBER 20, 2020

Embracing Adventurous Faith: Finishing Well – Dr. Brent Crowe

WARM-UP
1. When you were growing up (or maybe more recently), did your faith community observe Advent prior to  
 Christmas? If so, what do you remember about those Advent times and weeks leading up to Christmas? In  
 one or two words, how would you describe Advent to someone who doesn’t know what it means? Why do  
 you think the notion of Advent is so powerful in our experience of the coming Savior, Emmanuel?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Dr. Brent Crowe concludes the series on embracing adventurous faith. The key question he asks us to 
consider is – “How do we ‘wander well’ (adventure well) knowing and believing that God is with us?” For insights, 
we turn to Paul’s second letter to his protégé Timothy, in what would also be his last letter before death. He not only 
instructs and reassures Timothy for a final time, but he also reflects on his own adventure with and for God. To begin, 
read 2 Timothy 4:6-8, where Paul summarizes his adventure in three ways – note that Paul uses the past tense in 

all three expressions – his time was near.

FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT

2.	 Dr.	Crowe	said	that	Paul’s	first	expression	is	connected	to	times	that	we	agonize	or	endure	in	our	adventure.		 
 To walk in obedience to God is often not easy, and Paul knew that better than anyone – read 2 Corinthians  
	 11:24-29.	As	a	believer,	do	you	find	that	you	have	(or	had)	sufferings	to	endure	that	challenge	your	journey,	 
 or even your faith (trust) in Him? If so, how and why? How did you come through (endure) those sufferings?

3.	 Read	1	Timothy	6:11-12.	In	this	first	letter	to	Timothy,	Paul	presents	this	first	expression	in	similar	words.		 
 What do Paul’s words in this passage say to you? 

4. Read Ephesians 6:12. What is Paul saying in this verse in the letter to the church in Ephesus? Are these  
 words for us today? If so, in what ways? And in verses 10, 11 and 13, what does Paul say we must do? What  
 is the result? Does this encourage us? How?  

FINISHED THE RACE

5.	 Dr.	Crowe	said	that	when	we	finish	the	race	–	this	second	expression	–	our	task	is	complete	–	our	purpose	is	 
	 fulfilled.	In	order	to	finish	the	race,	we	must	know	what	the	race	is	all	about	–	what	God	has	called	us	to	do,	 
 and then be obedient to Him for our purpose. Have you seen clearly what your life’s purpose is? If so, how  
 do you know that? Has it changed over your lifetime?

6. Read Hebrews 12:1-3. We studied this passage last week. Considering this week’s message, what do we  
	 now	see	in	this	passage?	What	does	it	take	to	run	and	finish	the	race?										



KEPT THE FAITH

7. Dr. Crowe told us that this third phrase comes as a military term – when a soldier is given a task to guard a  
 post, and after serving the command well and being obedient, he is ultimately honorably discharged, because  
 he has ‘kept the faith’. And Paul saw himself as ‘guarding’ the Gospel, the doctrine of Jesus, and the truth.  
 Read Colossians 1:21-23. What is Paul saying to the believers in the church in Colossae? Does it apply to  
 us today? Do you see the results of ‘guarding the post’ – what are they?  

8. Read James 1:12. In his letter to the scattered Jewish people, what does James say about those who  
 ‘remain steadfast’ in their faith, even while under trial? Does this give us hope? In what ways?

   

PRAYER
As you consider your adventurous journey with God, pray that you will know His Will for you, that you 

know your purpose in Him, and that when our earthly lives are complete, we can say the words of Paul to 
Timothy – that we have fought the good fight with Him, that we have finished the race for Him, and that we 
have kept the faith in Him. Pray that the Holy Spirit would show and instruct you in the ways that you can 

say ‘Yes’ to Him and live your life complete in Him. And pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to 
hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, as He is with us in His mission.
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