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WARM-UP
1. Have you had a time in your life when, after a long period of expectation, anticipation and maybe even hope, 

something finally came to pass or ‘arrived’, either as a life event or maybe something a bit more tangible? If so, 
describe what that ‘something’ was. How long did you wait? Would you consider the ‘something’ very valuable 
and precious? If so, how? Was the waiting worth it? Why? Does our modern society ‘wait’ very well? Why or why 
not?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, as we approach Christmas, Pastor Connor concludes his 2021 Advent Season series. We started with our 

Need for Christmas, looked at the Anticipation and Hope of Christmas coming, and today, we focus on the fact that 
Christmas has Come. As we said last week, something, and someone, is coming – and now has come. The wait is 

over – the anticipation is fulfilled – hope has arrived. Let’s explore what Connor means by this.

THIS IS THE CHILD THAT… – Read: Luke 2:1-7

2. Pastor Connor said that we understand Christmas as the greatest gift ever given when we fully understand what 
it’s for – why it matters. What does this passage in Luke tell us about the child, and why is this important? Do 
you see the visitations of the angel of the Lord to both Joseph (Matthew 1) and Mary (Luke 1) as fulfilled on this 
night – this first Christmas? How so? And why is this important to know?   

3. As Pastor Connor said, it is clear that this is the Child that was foretold through prophets of the Old Testament; 
the Child that people were hoping for; the Child that would “address the mess” that humanity had caused (and 
continues to cause) that began in Genesis 3; the Child that would set things right with the promise of Genesis 
3:15; and the Child that would be the Messiah and Immanuel. How do all of these promises strike you? For 
believers and followers of Jesus today, are they clear to us now, some 2,000 years later? If so, how and why?  
And why is clarity now so important?

  
THIS IS THE SAVIOR THAT… – Read: Luke 2:21-38

4. Following the story of the shepherds in verses 8-20 (who were the first eyewitnesses of the ‘lamb of God’), we 
move to the Jewish requirement of the firstborn son being presented to the Lord. What are the particulars of this 
story – where did it take place? When did it happen? And who are the two central people of the story? And what 
do we know about them? And is there a third person involved (the one that makes all the difference) – who is 
that?    



5. In verse 21, we see the confirmation of the newborn’s name – Jesus.  Our English word, Jesus, is from transliterated 
Greek Iēsous and is the Greek form of the Hebrew “Jeshua” or “Joshua”, or more directly, yĕhôšûa’. In simplest 
terms, the name means, “God saves”, or “God is salvation”. Who said what the child should be named, and to 
whom was it told? And from the prophet Isaiah, in 7:14, some 700 years before, what do we also find that He shall 
be called, and what does this name mean? So, we see here that the child that was born carries the messianic 
title ‘Immanuel’ which specifies who He is: ‘God with us’, while His name ‘Jesus’ specifies what He does: ‘God 
saves’. He is God who is with us and saves us – what do you think about that? Do you understand this to be the 
Gospel? And could it be any more clear that Christmas has come?    

6. As Connor asked us to consider, how did Simeon and Anna know that this newborn was the long-awaited, 
anticipated, expected, hoped-for, Messiah? Are there indications in the passage? And what was it about these 
two people that supports how they knew? As God’s power through the Holy Spirit opens eyes and hearts, His 
Spiritual truth will be given to those who trust and obey God – isn’t that the case here? Why and how? And in 
Simeon’s psalm of praise as the child was presented to the Lord, note the central theme in verses 30-32 – do you 
see it? This is the Savior that brings the salvation to all that God has prepared. Christmas has come!

THIS IS THE TRUTH THAT… – Read: Matthew 16:13-17 

7. And speaking of the Truth, we now fast-forward 30 or so years, during the midst of Jesus’ ministry, and in this 
passage of His time with the disciples clear up north away from the home country, Jesus asked them the central 
question of humanity – verse 15: “He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’” How did Peter answer (likely 
speaking for the group)? What was key to Peter’s answer? And what was Jesus’ reply to Peter? And how did Peter 
know? Is this similar to how Simeon and Anna knew? It has been said by many that this is the most important 
question and answer that a human being can ask and answer, and that the answer makes all the difference in 
the world (literally). So how to you answer Jesus’ question? He is asking you – and me – and everyone. And this 
question of Jesus to His disciples, and to you and me, was and is now valid because, Christmas has come. He 
is here, and people must know that this is the Truth that is for them. 

8. Connor concluded by saying that God has given us, through His Grace, the ability to see and know the Truth, 
which, as followers of Jesus, we do see and know. He has also given us a command to make disciples of all 
nations, to share His love, and to make Him known. That is because, Christmas has come. Hallelujah!

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Connor’s message today, we know that Christmas has come, as a Child who is our Savior 
and that who, in Truth, rules and reigns over our lives and the entire world. In this season of Hope, Love, Joy, and 
Peace, prayerfully consider where all of this comes from and ‘from whom all blessings flow’. And as part of this 
season, pray that the Holy Spirit will reveal to you others who need to know of this Good News, of the Child, the 
Savior and the Truth that came on that first Christmas. And in this way, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would 

give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart 
in this world, since Christmas has come! Amen.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
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