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Christmas is Coming: Anticipation and Hope – Part 2
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. As a follower of Jesus, two words that come to mind during this Advent Season of the year are anticipation and 

hope. As a believer, how do you describe or define the words ‘anticipation’ and ‘hope’? And are the Christian 
definitions of these words different from the secular world? How so? One definition for Christian hope is, ‘Hope 
is remembering God’s faithfulness in the past, and trusting in His plans for the future.’ How does this definition 
strike you? Why? Would it surprise you to know that most of the Hebrew words that describe the notion of 
hope are based around the concept of ‘waiting’, or ‘expectation’ – and do you see the connection with the word 
‘anticipation’?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, as we approach Christmas 2021, Pastor Connor continues his Advent Season series. The focus for today 
is to understand the Anticipation and Hope of this season. Something, and someone, is coming – and there is a 

purpose behind it all. So what’s it all for? That’s where we are today, and let’s explore what Connor means by this.

ANTICIPATION OF THE COMING MESSIAH – Read: Jeremiah 23:5-6

2. Pastor Connor said that we understand Christmas as the greatest gift ever given when we fully understand what 
it’s for – why it matters. And we can understand what it’s for when we more fully understand what God said, 
through prophets of the Old Testament, about the One who will come, and set things that began in Genesis 
Chapter 3 right again. What does this Jeremiah passage tell us about God’s plans? And who was Jeremiah and 
when did he live and prophesy? And why is this important to know?   

3. Our English word, Christ, is Hebrew in origin, and is a transliteration of the Latin word, Christus, which is a 
transliteration of the Greek word, Christos, which is a translation of the Hebrew word, māšîah. These all mean, 
‘anointed one’ or ‘one who is consecrated for a purpose’. What does this tell you about our English words 
Messiah and Christ? And about who the Christ – Messiah – is?    

4. Read Isaiah 11:1-5. What does this passage tell us – what is God saying through the prophet Isaiah? What 
similarities do you see between this passage and the Jeremiah passage? And again, who was Isaiah and when 
did he live and prophesy? And now, from last week, read again Genesis 3:15. Do you see the anticipation of the 
coming One in this passage, and as we discussed last week, the hope that is expressed? How so?

  



HOPE IN ANTICIPATION OF HIS COMING – Read: Isaiah 52:6-10

5. As we discussed earlier, anticipation and hope are connected – and in fact, there is hope in anticipation of the 
coming of the Messiah. What does this passage from Isaiah tell us about the hope that is in the anticipation of the 
coming One? And what is being brought? And what does that which is being brought result in? What does this 
sound like to you?  

6. And more Old Testament prophesy declared the hope in anticipation of His coming. Read Isaiah 9:6 – what does 
God say? Read Micah 5:2 – what does God say? Read Isaiah 7:14 – what does God say? How do all of these 
passages provide hope in their anticipation? Do we still anticipate all of this even today? And isn’t this, in fact, 
what Christmas is for?

THE HOPE IN THE GOSPEL FORETOLD – Read: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

7. Now, as we turn again to the prophet Isaiah, we read words that tell of Jesus – but 700 years before He was 
born! Look carefully at this passage and what do you see? The list is long and complete – it’s all about the gift 
of Christmas! Do you see the Gospel foretold? How so? Do you see that the Gospel was spoken here by God 
so many centuries before the Word became flesh? And from our earlier study in the Acts of the Apostles, do 
you remember who was reading this passage and who taught him what it meant? And isn’t that the essence of 
Christmas today – that the world must know, and how will they know if someone doesn’t share the Good News?

8. Connor concluded for today by saying that our anticipation of the season is a hope-filled time of waiting – for the 
Messiah to come, to rule and reign over creation, and to bring all humanity closer to Him. Do you see that here in 
today’s message? How so? But our anticipation of the coming One is not done yet, so we’ll take one step closer 
in the next part of the series.

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Connor’s message today, as we anticipate the hope of Christmas, pray that the Holy Spirit 

would open your eyes and your heart to the expectations of the season, to the hope that God spoke to the prophets 
of old, and to the hope that we have in His redemptive plan in your life and those who are also in need. Pray that 

the Holy Spirit will continue to reveal to you others who need to know of this hope, and the Gift that came to earth 
that first Christmas. And as He leads you, share the Good News of Christmas with all that you encounter. And in 

this way, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His 
call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world, as Christmas approaches! Amen.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw
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https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
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