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WARM-UP
1. If you have had an experience in your life of loss of parents as a child, adoption, a foster family, or care by near 

relatives, would you please share, if you are willing, with others of your group. What was the situation and what 
was the experience? And did God play a role in your experience? If so, how so?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, through the Christian Alliance for Orphans across the world, we observe Orphan Sunday, along with other 
congregations. Stephen and Sandra Hogue shared their story and their perspectives and reality of the orphan, 

foster care and adoption situation in our local tri-county area. What is clear from both the studies as well as hands-
on reality, the church is the answer to the orphan crisis. What then does this mean for us as Jesus followers?  

Let’s explore and find out.

AWARENESS – Read: Malachi 4:5-6

2. Stephen and Sandra shared much of the current situation around us. They said that 1,200 children in the tri-
county area are currently in need. And to a great extent, the situation is (and has been for a long time) the result 
of the breakdown of the family. How would you describe this factor? Is it a clear cause in your mind? If so, how?  
If not, why?

3.	 Stephen	went	on	to	say	that	even	more	specifically,	it	is	a	tragedy	of	fatherlessness	–	homes	without	fathers.		
Serious indicators include: 63% of youth suicides are in fatherless homes; 90% of homeless children and youth 
are in fatherless homes; 85% of youth behavioral issues are in fatherless homes; and 71% of high school 
dropouts	are	in	fatherless	homes.	How	does	this	strike	you?	What	is	significant	about	fatherlessness?		

4.	 What	does	the	passage	of	Malachi	say	and	why	is	this	significant?	And	did	you	notice	that	this	passage	is	the	
last	two	verses	of	the	Hebrew	Bible	written	by	the	last	prophet	of	Judaism?	Why	is	that	significant?	And	Stephen	
said that, “not everyone has to do the same thing, but everyone can do something.” What does he mean by this?  
How might this play out in the lives of folks at EAC? How might this play out in your life??

5. Finally, Stephen said that evil will continue unless Godly people bring the needed change. And in western culture, 
we	are	challenged	by	three	problems:	(1)	comfort	and	convenience	(read	Amos	6:4-6	–	ouch!);	(2)	The	‘bystander	
effect’; and (3) we think the government will handle it all. How do these three problems effect the orphan problem?  
Do any of these ring true for you? How so?   

  



EQUIPPING – Read: Isaiah 58:6-11

6. But, as Stephen said, “When families get healed, communities get healed.” And by extension, when communities 
get healed, nations get healed, and so on. Does this ring true for you? How so?    

7.	 But	maybe	our	question	is	‘how?’	In	the	midst	of	this	significant	need,	how	to	we	play	our	part?	What	does	the	
passage from Isaiah tell us? Does that give us insight? How so? Read Nehemiah 1:1-4 and 3:28-29. What does 
this	passage	tell	us?	Where	can	we	‘repair’	the	problem?	Does	this	ring	true	for	you?		

DOING – Read: James 1:22-27 

8.	 What	does	 this	passage	 from	James’	 letter	 tell	 us?	What	 is	 significant	about	 it?	And	notice	 the	 reference	 to	
widows.	Why	is	this	 important,	 in	the	first	century	Roman	Empire	as	well	as	today?	And	what	is	the	common	
denominator	of	orphans	and	widows?	How	significant	is	this?

9. EAC is currently involved in two important initiatives for foster care - Compa-care and the Care Portal. With what 
you	know	about	these	efforts,	what	does	this	say	about	EAC’s	‘Doing’?	Are	you	involved	in	either	of	these	two	
initiatives? If so, how?

10.	Read	Matthew	25:31-40.	When	did	Jesus	speak	these	words	to	His	disciples?	Why	is	that	significant?	And	what	
is He saying in this teaching? What does it mean for us as His followers today? How does this relate to the orphan 
and foster-care crisis?

PRAYER
As you consider Stephen and Sandra’s message for us today, pray that the Holy Spirit would open your eyes and 

your heart to understand, follow, and do God’s Will in this area of intense need in our community.  As Stephen 
said to us, “We can all do something.” Pray that the Holy Spirit would reveal and place in your path the needs that 
you can address, the places you can help, the families you can support, the children you can love. Pray that God’s 
provision in your life can be a source of hope in the lives of children who need you, and Him. And, as always, pray 
that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be 

His hands, feet and heart in this world, as the Kingdom Advances! Amen.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

Note: In a few weeks, Pastor Connor is going to do a pastoral Q&A during worship on the Book of the Acts of 
Apostles, and he would like to have the congregation submit questions about the book that he can answer and 
discuss during the Q&A. So, be creative and ask about things that you are still wondering or unsure about, either 
big or small, simple or complex. Or it might be something that you just want a fuller explanation of or deeper 
insights	into.	Go	for	it!	Submit	your	questions	soon	via	email	to	questions@edgewateralliance.org.

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
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