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WARM-UP
As followers of Jesus, we rely on God’s Word for our lives and our future. Sometimes Scripture seems straightforward, 
and other times it can be a bit of a mystery, or at least unclear to us at the present time. When you have found 
Scripture to be hard to understand, what ways have you used to help bring knowledge, clarity, understanding, and 
even wisdom? Which methods are most useful to you, and why? Also, have you ever experienced a time when you 
have felt like you have new understanding of a challenging passage or story that you’ve read or heard dozens of 
times before, but suddenly, ‘it makes sense’? If this has happened to you, explain it further. What do you think is 
happening? And why does this happen?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, as a wrap-up to his preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles, Pastor Connor 
provides answers to some questions relating to Acts that were submitted by EAC folks. We all have questions from 
time to time, so this approach for concluding a preaching series is really valuable. Let’s dig into the questions and 

Connor’s answers. 

1. Q: In Acts 2:1-21, the Bible describes the Holy Spirit coming upon the apostles and others. Why do we 
not speak in tongues in our church? Is the baptism of the Holy Spirit for all Christians and a one-time 
event when you are saved?  A: In this story of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit worked in the disciples to allow them 
to speak in the native languages of those who were present, no doubt to share the Gospel in words that all 
could understand (see verse 1:8). Verses 5-11 tell us this specifically and also tell us where the gathered were 
from. God provides gifts to believers – natural, and in some cases, supernatural – but in all cases, we need to 
understand that it is all for His Glory, with our attention first and foremost on Jesus, and the work He has called 
us to.  

2. Q: Why does God allow bad things to happen (example Acts 7 where Stephen was stoned to death)?  
A: This is one of the most vexing problems of Christianity – the problem of pain, suffering, and evil in this world. 
But Scripture talks a lot about this problem – God’s Word doesn’t avoid it – in fact, it is a part of our Christian Story 
– the Story of Reality. When humans, through our own free will, choose disobedience and choose self over God, 
we invite, and ultimately suffer, the consequences – death – in all forms: literal, spiritual, relational, emotional.  
And thus, the problem of pain is ours – not God’s – and it falls on our shoulders, not His. So why doesn’t He do 
something about it? He has, and He does – He sent a ‘rescue operation’ – Jesus came in person, lived, paid our 
debt through His death, and then defeated death for all time in His resurrection. And while we currently live in 
the ‘already but not yet’, one day He will return to take us home to the New Heaven and the New Earth, where 
pain will be no more (Revelation 21:1-4). But more specifically, what did Stephen’s martyrdom result in? Read 
Acts 8:1b and 4-8 – how important was the martyrdom of Stephen? And do you have other perspectives on the 
problem of pain as a Christian?



3. Q: What (if any) should the process for Baptism be? And is Baptism required for salvation? A: Specially, 
the question is asking about the requirements to be baptized, and whether a ‘class’ is required? The answer is 
no, a class is not required, but it can be very helpful and valuable – the key is for the person to know what is 
happening in baptism and what it’s for. Different faith traditions see it differently, so it’s important to know what it 
is, what it represents, and why it’s done? How would you characterize baptism? And is it required for salvation?  
In a word, ‘no’ (see Acts 16:25-34; Romans 10:9-10,13; Luke 23:32-43). But the connection between being saved 
(being born again) and expressing that change through the public expression of baptism is incredibly important 
as a command of Jesus to His disciples.      

4. Q: At Antioch, Saul is then called Paul. Why? What was the meaning of the name change? A: As we see 
in Acts 13:9, Luke records that both Saul and Paul were his names – Saul was his Hebrew name; Paul was his 
Roman/Greek name. Paul was a Jew by birth (a member of the Tribe of Benjamin; Philippians 3:5) and a Roman 
citizen by lineage (Acts 22:25-29). This was actually quite common in the first century Roman empire for Jews 
with citizenship. This also demonstrates God’s divine providence in Paul being uniquely qualified to spread the 
Gospel to the Gentiles while still preaching the Word to the Jewish nation.      

5. Q: What happened between Paul and Barnabas that seems to alienate them from one another over taking 
John, called Mark, with them (15:36-41)? Who was John, called Mark, anyway? A: In this passage in Acts, 
we see that as Paul and Barnabas readied themselves for their second missionary journey, they disagreed on 
taking John Mark, who had started, but not finished the first journey, much to Paul’s disappointment. It was a 
significant disagreement to the point of separation between the two. So, Paul took Silas on his second journey, 
and Barnabas took Mark back to Cyprus to preach the Gospel. So, we understand that church, even in the 
earliest times, had significant disagreements, but to the Glory of God, more people were reached by the Gospel 
because of this separation – two teams instead of one (read Romans 8:28). And it appears that late in his life, 
Paul reconciled with John Mark as he records in his second letter to Timothy (2 Timothy 4:11). John Mark was 
also Barnabas’ cousin (Colossians 4:10) and was a protégé’ of Peter, composing the second Gospel which is 
likely an inspired recounting of Peter’s account. Like Paul, John Mark was a Jew with Roman citizenship – John 
was his Hebrew name, Mark was his Roman/Greek name.

6. Q: What inspired/impressed you as some of the takeaways from the patterns of the early church Jesus 
Movement that would be applicable to us at EAC today? A: Pastor Connor shared one, overarching takeaway 
from the story of the early church – there is a sense throughout the Book that the early church was all in for Jesus 
– and whatever had to happen to keep it going, happened, through the work of the Holy Spirit.  It was worth it – 
Jesus was worth it – and we are now invited to continue the Story – to rise to the challenges and to “go be the 
church!” Amen! And, what are your key takeaways from the Book of Acts? Why?

7. Q: If you have time in your group, what other questions do you have about this Book? Share those 
questions and help each other discern and understand. 

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Connor’s answers to these Acts questions today, pray that the Holy Spirit would open your 
eyes and your heart to follow God’s Will for your part of the Story, showing you how, when and why you are to take 

the Gospel to those who need Jesus. Pray that God would direct your steps, open doors that need opening, give 
you the words to say, regardless of whether, for now, it is a little or a lot. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit 

would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and 
heart in this world, as the Kingdom Advances! Amen.



In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

