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WARM-UP
1. If you are willing to share, do you have people in your life right now who are precious and close to you, but who 

don’t know Jesus? What are the circumstances and how do you see the situation? Has God been in their lives 
previously, but now they are lost? Or have they never had Him in their hearts? For us as believers, these are 
some of the most challenging circumstances we face. If you are willing, please share together to support one 
another.

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor David Epstein shares a message of encouragement and hope, particularly for those of us with 

close family or friends who do not know Jesus. These situations can be significantly challenging on many levels 
– personal grief, worry, frustration, sadness. It can seem overwhelming and that all is lost – it can seem that it is 

‘against all odds’ that they would ever come to Jesus. But what is clear from God’s Word to humanity is that there 
is reason for hope – and as desperate as some of our family or friends’ situations are, there are no hopeless cases 

as long as God is in charge. But how can this be the case? Let’s explore and find out.

ANYONE – NO HOPELESS CASES – Read: Acts 7:58-8:3; 9:1-2; 9:13-16

2. Is there anyone in God’s Word more seemingly hopeless than Saul/Paul in terms of a relationship with Jesus?  
What do the first two passages tell us specifically about Saul at this point? And what makes his life circumstances 
so ‘against all odds’?  

3. But yet, in the third passage, what does Jesus tell Ananias? How can this be? Why would God choose this man – 
the very definition of a hopeless case for Jesus – for this purpose? What does this tell us about God’s providence 
and plan for salvation?

4. Read 1 Timothy 1:12-17. Now Paul tells his story in his own words to one of his protégés, Timothy, in this letter 
late in his life. What are the key points that Paul shares about his life, his mission for Jesus, and his relationship 
with Jesus? Are there words and notions in his life that apply to us today? If so, what and how?

  
ANYWHERE – NO HOPELESS PLACES – Read: Acts 8:26-35

5. In this story of hope and transformation, where did Philip encounter the Ethiopian? Was this a chance encounter?  
What are the significant circumstances of this encounter and why is it such a powerful testimony, even today?    

6. As Pastor David said, “God reaches us wherever we are” – our ‘wilderness’, our ‘desert’, possibly those areas of 
our life that are confusing, shameful, humiliating, sorrowful, or just plain far from Him. Have you had those kind 
of ‘hopeless place’ experiences with God before? Share your story and what was the result?  



ANYTIME – NO HOPELESS MOMENTS – Read: Luke 23:32-43 

7. The story of this passage in Luke’s account of the Gospel is one of the most powerful expressions of God’s Grace 
for those who choose to come to Him. Describe the circumstances of this story and what makes it so meaningful 
for those who come to Christ? Is this relevant for people today? If so, how and why?

8. Is it clear from this story that it’s all God’s Grace? And sometimes, when we least expect it? Moments in time 
come and go, but with God, there are no hopeless moments. Do you see this and believe this?  If so, how?

9. Pastor David closed by urging us not to give up on our precious ones – he said, love them, pray for them, do what 
God has given you to do, and let God raise the dead. What does Pastor David mean by this? Does this all make 
sense to you and ring true in your life? Who leads you on this path? Does this bring comfort to you?

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Epstein’s message for us today, pray that the Holy Spirit would provide clarity for you 
about those in your life that are close to you and far from God. Ask Him to help you know and understand how 

you can play your role through your love, your concern, your prayers, and your sharing. Ask God to do His part in 
these precious lives as well, knowing that the source of all that is good and complete is God Himself, who’s Grace 
is sufficient and all that is necessary for complete relationship with Him. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit 

would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and 
heart in this world. Amen.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

