
Acts: The Kingdom Advances – Do What You Can
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. Have you ever had an experience where the ending seemed odd, like it wasn’t really the end? Maybe it was 

a relationship change, or a job or career change, or even a change in your belief in God or His Will for your 
life.  The reality is that not all stories end, “and they lived happily ever after.” If you’ve had this kind of ‘strange 
ending’ experience, share it with others and describe the situation and the ending. And then, in hindsight, or with 
additional information or insight, was it really the end? If not, what happened next? And did God play a role in 
your experience, either before the ending, or after? If so, how so?   

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor concludes his preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles.  

The focus for today is in the final chapter of the book and looks at the arrival of Paul in Rome and the resulting 
circumstances that he faced and dealt with. He was following God’s plan, even when he wasn’t sure of the 

situations involved, under house arrest by the Empire for two years. But what is revealed to us about Paul’s time in 
Rome is exactly what God had in His mind, and that also shapes our understanding of what God has in His mind 

for us. Let’s explore this final episode of Paul’s story in Acts.

THE ARRIVAL – Read: Acts 28:11-16

2.	 What	are	the	key	points	of	Paul’s	arrival	in	Rome	–	what	is	significant?	What	does	Paul’s	story	of	arrival	have	for	
us today?  

3. Read Acts 27:22-25. What does the messenger from God tell Paul about his journey to Rome? Why is this 
the	 case?	And	 now	we	 find	 in	 28:16	 that	 Paul	 is	 under	 ‘house	 arrest’.	 Pastor	Connor	 said,	 “These	 are	 not	
circumstances	where	 grand	missionary	 adventures	would	 thrive.”	What	 does	Connor	mean	 by	 this?	Do	we	
assume this to be true?

4.	 And	so,	Paul,	after	two	years	of	imprisonment	in	Caesarea,	is	now	‘stuck	at	home’	for	two	more	years	in	Rome,	
and it would seem that his ministry and Gospel proclamation would be hindered, if not over. And some of us can 
relate	–	the	‘go-getters’;	the	‘get	‘er	done’s;	the	type	A	personalities	for	God!	Can	you	relate?	How	so?	And	like	
Paul,	sometimes	our	circumstances	don’t	 let	us	move	through	our	plans	–	Connor	said,	 “Your	circumstances	
don’t tell you as much as you think.” What does he mean by this? But God has His plans. What difference does 
this	make?	Does	this	ring	true	in	your	life?	How	so?			

  



DOES WHAT HE CAN – Read: Acts 28:17-31

5.	 But,	as	Connor	said,	“Paul	doesn’t	conclude	from	his	circumstances	that	God	doesn’t	care,	or	Jesus	isn’t	active	
in	his	story.	He	gets	to	work.”	What	are	the	significant	or	key	points	in	this	passage?	How	was	Paul	‘working’	for	
God?	How	was	the	Gospel	being	shared	and	spread?	In	Pastor	Connor’s	words,	Paul	“does	what	he	can.”	Do	
you	see	this?	More	broadly,	what	did	Paul	do	in	these	two	years?	Did	this	have	an	impact	for	the	Gospel?	How	
so?    

6.	 But	maybe	our	question	is	‘how?’	In	the	midst	of	our	tough	or	challenging	circumstances,	how	can	we	do	what	is	
worthy for God? Let’s see if Paul, once again, has an answer for us from his letter to the church in Philippi, which 
he	wrote	while	he	was	in	confinement	in	Rome	(ironically!).	Read	Philippians	4:4-9.	What	is	Paul	saying	here	that	
helps	answer	our	question	of	‘how’?	Does	this	sound	like	a	man	in	prison?	Are	his	words	for	us	today?	How	so?		
And are these words speaking to you? How so?

OUR STORY TOO – Read: Philippians 4:11-13 

7. What does this Philippians 4 passage tell us about Paul’s personal perspective? Is this for us today? Is Paul’s 
story our story too? How so, according to this passage?

8.	 So,	 Pastor	 Connor	 asked	 us,	 “What	 are	 your	 limiting	 circumstances	 right	 now?”	 –	 maybe	 physical;	 maybe	
emotional;	maybe	financial;	maybe	time-pressured;	maybe	family	commitments.	What	are	they	for	you	today?		
But	remember,	just	as	in	Paul’s	entire	life	as	a	follower	of	Jesus,	Connor	said,	“God	does	some	of	His	best	work	
when we can’t.” – share some of your remembrances of Paul’s life in the Acts story that show this.    

9.	 Connor	summarized	the	seemingly	odd	conclusion	of	the	Book	of	Acts	with	a	quote	from	Pastor	N.T.	Wright,	from	
the	conclusion	of	his	commentary	on	the	Book	of	Acts	–	reflecting	on	what	Luke	wrote	in	its	entirety,	Wright	says,	
“…	Luke	has	brought	them	[all	the	parts	of	the	story]	all	before	us,	in	a	dazzling	display	both	of	writing	and	of	
theology, drawing us in, reminding us once more that this is a drama in which we ourselves have been called to 
belong	to	the	cast.	The	journey	is	ours,	the	trials	and	vindications	are	ours,	the	sovereign	presence	of	Jesus	is	
ours, the story is ours to pick up and carry on. Luke’s writing, like Paul’s journey, has reached its end, but in his 
end	is	our	beginning.”		So,	the	question	before	us	is,	Is	this	our	story	too?	How	do	you	answer?	Why?	How	does	
this	relate	to	our	purpose	in	life	as	believers	and	followers	of	Jesus?	

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Connor’s message today, pray that the Holy Spirit would open your eyes and your heart to 
follow God’s Will regardless of your circumstances, showing you that whatever you can do, do for His Glory. Pray 
that God would direct your steps, open doors that need opening, give you the words to say, regardless of whether, 

for now, it is a little or a lot. And as we learned last week, even in our tough circumstances, pray that God would 
clearly show you that, ‘it’s not about you’, and that, like Paul, even when times are tough, that God’s provision will 

be a source of hope in your life so that you may be a source of hope in the lives of others. And, as always, pray that 
the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His 

hands, feet and heart in this world, as the Kingdom Advances! Amen.



In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

Note:	In	a	few	weeks,	Pastor	Connor	is	going	to	do	a	pastoral	Q&A	during	worship	on	the	Book	of	the	Acts	of	
Apostles,	and	he	would	like	to	have	the	congregation	submit	questions	about	the	book	that	he	can	answer	and	
discuss	during	the	Q&A.	So,	be	creative	and	ask	about	things	that	you	are	still	wondering	or	unsure	about,	either	
big or small, simple or complex. Or it might be something that you just want a fuller explanation of or deeper 
insights	into.	Go	for	it!	Submit	your	questions	soon	via	email	to	questions@edgewateralliance.org.

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw
mailto: questions@edgewateralliance.org

