
Acts: The Kingdom Advances – In Season/Out of Season
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1.	 As	we	go	through	our	lives,	we	experience	different	‘seasons’.	Sometimes,	our	lives	seem	to	‘firing	on	all	cylinders’	

and	things	are	good,	including	our	faith	life.	Other	times,	we	may	experience	difficulties,	challenges,	even	heart-
break	–	 tough	seasons.	 If	 you	are	open	 to	share,	what	 type	of	season	are	you	 living	 in	 today?	And	 is	 there	
possibly	a	mix	of	both?	And	does	your	present	season	influence	your	faith	journey	with	Jesus,	either	as	a	cause	
or	an	effect?	If	so,	in	what	ways?	Finally,	what	are	the	indicators	to	reveal	what	type	of	season	you	are	in	–	in	
other	words,	how	do	you	know?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues his preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles.  

The focus for today follows the conclusion of Paul’s third missionary journey and his ultimate imprisonment in 
Caesarea based on what he experienced in Jerusalem following his missionary return. By this time in his life, Paul 
had been in and out of many different ‘seasons’, and where he is at now, as a bystander, we might conclude that 
he is in an unfavorable season, or ‘out of season’, but is that the case? And what does his experience teach us 

about our seasons of life as followers of Jesus? Let’s explore…

 IN SEASON/OUT OF SEASON – Read: Acts 26:1-32

2.	 What	is	the	backstory	to	this	Acts	26	passage?	In	summary,	what	has	happened	to	Paul	since	he	finished	his	
third	missionary	journey,	and	how	did	he	end	up	in	Caesarea?	Now,	what	are	the	key	moments	of	the	story	in	this	
Acts	26	chapter	-	it	might	help	to	break	it	down	this	way:	(1)	verses	1-8	–	the	warmup	and	background;	(2)	verses	
9-18	–	Paul’s	Grace	story;	(3)	verses	19-23	–	the	Gospel	shared;	(4)	verses	24-32	–	the	Truth	proclaimed.	What	
do	each	of	these	four	segments	portray	about	Paul	and	his	mission?		

3.	 Read	2	Timothy	4:1-5.	What	are	the	circumstances	of	Paul’s	second	letter	to	his	protégé,	Timothy,	and	in	particular,	
this	passage	in	chapter	4?	What	is	Paul	telling	Timothy	in	this	passage?	Why	is	this	so	foundational?	Why	can	
Paul	‘charge’	Timothy	in	these	ways?

4.	 So,	at	this	point	in	his	life	in	the	Acts	26	story,	was	Paul	‘in	season’	or	‘out	of	season’?	Why?	And	at	the	2	Timothy	
point	in	his	life,	was	Paul	‘in	season’	or	‘out	of	season’?	What	difference	does	it	make	for	Paul	at	this	stage	of	his	
life	and	these	words	to	Timothy?

5.	 Read	1	Peter	3:13-15.	What	is	Peter	saying	here?	In	verse	14,	what	‘season’	is	Peter	suggesting?	And	then	in	
verse	15,	when	are	we	to	be	prepared	–	which	season?	And	what	are	we	to	be	prepared	for?	Does	it	depend	on	
whether	we	are	in	favorable	or	unfavorable	seasons	of	our	lives	or	circumstances?	Why?



6.	 By	the	way,	do	these	four	segments	of	Acts	26	(and	what	Paul	did	and	said)	begin	to	ring	true	for	you	relative	to	
the	missional	communities	approach	that	we	studied	last	month	and	will	be	exploring	further?	If	so,	in	what	ways?		
Why	is	that	significant?

  
A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS – Read: Philippians 4:11-13 

7.	 Pastor	Connor	said,	“It’s	not	a	question	of	whether	or	not	you	have	seasons.	It	is	a	question	of	what	you	will	do	
with	the	season	that	you	have.”	What	does	he	mean	by	this?	Do	we	see	this	in	Paul’s	experience	in	Acts	26?	And	
do	we	see	this	in	the	2	Timothy	and	1	Peter	passages?	Who	is	the	operative	person	in	both	of	these	passages?		
Why	is	that	important?

8.	 So,	the	key	is	that	in	all	things,	in	all	seasons,	as	followers,	we	have	Jesus!	And	Jesus	in	us	as	the	Holy	Spirit.	In	
this	way,	in	reality,	He	is	the	Man	for	all	seasons,	for	all	humanity	that	confesses	His	name	and	believes	in	Him.		
Does	this	make	sense	to	you?	Do	you	see	this	in	your	life,	even	if	today,	you	are	‘out	of	season’?	How	so?	And	
how	about	collectively	–	do	we	see	this	at	EAC?	How	so?

9.	 In	the	Philippians	4	passage	to	the	house	churches	in	Philippi,	what	is	Paul	saying	here	about	his	life	and	his	
seasons?	Do	you	see	Jesus?	Where?

10.	Read	Romans	8:26-28.	In	this	letter	to	the	house	churches	in	Rome,	what	is	Paul	saying	about	what	God	can	do	
in	us?	What	can	God	do	with	our	‘unfavorable’	or	difficult	seasons?	Why	is	this	the	case?	How	does	this	happen?		
Who	is	the	operative?			

11.	In	closing,	Connor	asked	us,	“What	if	we	were	a	collection	of	people	who	followed	Jesus	the	same	way	in	every	
season?”	What	would	that	look	like?	How	would	that	impact	you	personally?	How	would	that	impact	EAC?	How	
would	that	impact	our	community?	He	said,	“Seasons	will	change,	and	come	and	go…but	what	won’t	change	is	
Jesus,	and	my	relationship	with	Him.”	What	does	this	mean	to	you	in	your	life	today?	Is	this	Good	News?	How	
so?	

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Connor’s message today, consider what your present circumstances are – what kind of 
season you are in today? And pray that God would use your life, and the lives of those around you, to bring His 

Will to pass, and for His Glory to be magnified in our circumstances and situations, whether they be ‘in season’ or 
‘out of season’ – favorable or difficult. And as you consider your current season, pray that the Holy Spirit will move 
you as He Wills, and for His purposes, so that the Gospel can be shared, disciples made, and lives changed in what 

you do through Him. Also, as you pray this coming week, seek God’s face in praise, repentance, and acceptance 
of Him in your life. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to 

respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

