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WARM-UP
1. In his 2002 book, The Purpose Driven Life, Pastor Rick Warren, through God’s Word and the Holy Spirit, helps 

answer the question, “What on earth am I here for?” (which is actually the subtitle of the book). It is the question of 
meaning – the question of purpose – and it’s one of the fundamental questions that any belief system, or worldview, 
must answer, including Christianity. And for Christians, Pastor Warren essentially answers the question in the 
first chapter of the book, on the first page, in the first paragraph, as the first sentence of the entire book – “It’s not 
about you.” Those four simple words make a bold claim - how does this strike you? What do you think it means?  
And why is this the answer to the question of purpose and meaning? Does this answer apply to everyone? How 
would the secularized world respond or react to this answer? Why? And is this answer actually an opening for us 
to share Jesus? How so?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues his preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles. The 

focus for today is in the final chapter of the book and looks at the placement of Paul on Malta by God following the 
shipwreck where “all were saved.” This was most assuredly not Paul’s plan, but it was God’s plan. And what Paul 
saw and did and said was not about him, but about others around him who needed God through him. And that’s 
the plan of God for our lives as believers – the key is to see and understand that, and then live like we believe it.  

Let’s explore Paul’s story, which is our story as well.

OTHERS “FIRSTNESS” – Read: Acts 28:1-10

2. What are the key points of this story and its relation to the shipwreck story that we just explored in Chapter 27? 
How were Paul and his companions initially treated by the people of Malta – verses 1-2? And then what happened 
next in verses 3-6? A similar experience happened to Paul and Barnabas earlier during their first journey – read 
Acts 14:8-18 – what does this story tell us? And now, in verses 28:7-10, do you see the ‘others firstness’ in Paul 
in both of these stories?  

3. Connor asked us, “Who appears to be the recipient of God’s redemptive work through both the shipwreck and the 
snake bite?” What would you say? Why? And why did Paul respond this way? Read Colossians 1:15-17. What 
does this passage tell us about whom it is all about? And how does that shape our purpose as believers?  

4. Pastor Connor said, “Not everything in your life is primarily about you,” and went on to then say, “If we are really 
going to follow Jesus, we’re going to have to get over ourselves.” What does Connor mean by these statements?  
Do you believe this? And why are we prone to focus on ourselves?   

  



“ONE-ANOTHERING ONE ANOTHER” – Read: John 15:9-14  

5. In his preaching series on The Gospel According to John, Pastor Andy Stanley describes these words of Jesus 
as, ‘One-Anothering One Another’. What does this passage say to you? What is meant by loving one another?  
What is the standard of this new command? How is that different from the teaching of The Law in relation to loving 
others? Is this new command the outworking of the New Covenant? How so? And what does Jesus mean when 
He says, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends?”

6. Read Philippians 2:1-4. What does this passage tell us about ‘One-Anothering”? Did Paul ‘walk his talk’? How 
so? Now read Philippians 2:5-8. What does this passage tell us? Why is Paul making this point? Does this relate 
to Jesus’ words to His disciples in John 15? How so?

LOST AND FOUND – Read: Matthew 16:21-26 

7. What is Jesus telling His disciples in this passage? How does one lose their life? And how does one find their 
life? Who is the focus of this teaching? Why is that important? Is this for us today?    

8. Read Galatians 6:8-10. What is Paul telling the churches in Galatia about their focus and responsibility in the 
Kingdom? Is this for us today? 

9. Read 2 Corinthians 4:13-15. What is Paul saying in this passage? Through whom is God’s redemptive work 
conveyed? And who is/are also the recipients of God’s redemptive work? How does this relate to our purpose in 
life as believers and followers of Jesus?   

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Connor’s message today, pray that the Holy Spirit would open your eyes and your heart 
to others first, that He would show you how, and when, and with whom you are to be ‘one-anothering’. Pray that 

as your days go by, God would reveal His plan for your life in a way that shows you His purpose for you in others, 
with others, and for others – just as He did with Paul and his life. Pray that God would clearly show you that, ‘it’s 

not about you’, and that He would continue to place people in your path that need Him, and need you to show them 
His love, compassion, and strength in their lives. And pray that, like Paul, even when times are tough, that God’s 
provision will be a source of hope in your life so that you may be a source of hope in the lives of others. And, as 

always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, 
in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

