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WARM-UP
1. As followers of Jesus, we experience life’s ‘ups and downs’. In His blessings, we are often thrilled to be His, and 

count our lives as hope-filled. But the reality of the human experience is that we all have troubles, hardships, 
even pain and sufferings. And sometimes, this seems to overtake our hope, even our hope in Him. It might be the 
hopelessness of a dream not fulfilled, or a career plan not met, or a family perspective, a relational loss, or even a 
challenge to our faith. If you are open to share, have you had times in your life when all hope seemed to be lost?  
What was the experience and how did you respond? Was it hopelessness in your life or the lives of others? Did 
it happen before you became a follower, or after? What difference has your faith journey with Jesus made in this 
respect?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues his preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles.  The 
focus for today is the launch of Paul’s journey to Rome by ship, to take his case to the Emperor to seek release 

and freedom from human shackles. But the trip got off to a rough start, to say the least. And for a time, it appeared 
that all hope would be lost and all lives of those on the journey would be lost. But as we will see, hope through 

God’s providence is solid as a rock upon which we can cast our cares. Let’s explore further. To set the stage, read 
Acts 27:1-20.

HOPE LOST – Read: Acts 27:20-25

2. What are the key points in verses 1-20 leading up to the central focus of the story? What did Paul advise the 
captain and the Roman officials about the continuation of the journey? How did Paul know this? And why is this 
significant? How bad did it get? How do you know?

3. Now in verses 21-25, what does Paul tell them? How does Paul know what to say? And what is the demeanor 
of Paul in the midst of this storm? Why is his demeanor this way? Who is the key actor at this point? Why is this 
significant?  

4. According to the Angel of God, who will be saved? Is it clear to you that because of God’s Goodness, Graciousness 
and Faithfulness, He is caring for all? Why is this significant for either believers or non-believers?

  
HOPE FOUND, BUT… – Read: Acts 27:25-26 

5. In verse 25, what is Paul saying to his shipmates? Has a promise been made? If so, by whom and how so?  



6. So, there is hope after all, but verse 26 – how odd is this statement by Paul? Why would God bring them hope 
through wrecking the ship – wouldn’t some surely die? Can this be God’s plan? Can we believe that this is God’s 
plan? How so?

7. Do we expect hope to always be accompanied by good times, good things, the good life – no worries? But God 
has a different approach – hope in the midst of hardships – even shipwrecks. How about the shipwrecks of your 
life? Can we find hope in Him even in the midst of the ‘wrecks’ of our lives? If so, how? And why? What does this 
tell you about God? What does this tell you about you?

HOPE FOUND, AND… – Read: Acts 27:44b 

8. So, after all this, what does verse 44b tell us? How many were spared? Why is this fact important? What does it 
say about God’s promises? And our reliance?  

9. As Connor said, this was not the ‘power of positive thinking’ – do you see this? And yet, what would the secular 
world say happened? And why? And yet, where does the true hope lie? Why?

10. Read Romans 15:8-13. What is Paul saying in this passage in his letter to the house churches in Rome? Notice 
who he is saying has hope. And why do they have hope? And what does this hope provide? Is the passage for 
you? How so?

11. Read Titus 2:11-13. What is Paul telling his protégé Titus in this passage? And in this case, when is the blessed 
hope assured? So, what do you make of this hope that is both ‘already’, but ‘not yet’?    

12. Connor concluded by saying, “If Jesus is at work, hope isn’t lost.” So, the question becomes, is Jesus at work?  
How you answer that question leads to the greatest hope of all time – do you see that? As Connor said, in Jesus, 
“Hope is alive and well!” Amen!   

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Connor’s message today and this story of Paul, his shipmates and hope, reflect on 

the closing song led by Pastor Ron – God is our Way Maker, Miracle Worker, Promise Keeper, and Light in the 
Darkness – that is who You are. Do you see all these attributes of God in this story of Paul’s journey? And do you 
see that these attributes are for you as well in your life journey? Pray that the Holy Spirit would reveal even more 
clearly the hope that is within you as a child of God – and from that hope you can weather the storms, even the 

most challenging of times – pray for this to come to you in ways that you may not have experienced before. And 
when times are tough, pray that God’s provision will be a source of hope in your life so that you may be a source 

of hope in the lives of others. And, as always, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and 
hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

