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WARM-UP
1. As we go through our lives as followers of Jesus, we seek to know His Will for us. Today, Pastor Flanders asks 

us to consider this question: “When is the last time you intended to do something, only to discover that God was 
not going to cooperate with your plans?” It may have been sometime recently, or maybe decades ago. You had 
a plan that made sense to you, even one that you sensed was God’s will, but the way was blocked, or diverted, 
or altered. Describe your situation: what were the circumstances? What happened? Were you aware of God’s 
intervention? If so, how? If it still hasn’t resolved, what are you doing about the situation?

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Tom Flanders brings us a message of reliance, devotion, and hope. Tom is the recently appointed 
District Superintendent for the C&MA for Florida. In Chapter 16 of the Acts of the Apostles, Paul and his traveling 
companions are on mission for God – in fact, they are in the midst of Paul’s second missionary journey, and they 
have great plans for bringing the Gospel and planting churches. But God has His plans, and in a particular way, 

they don’t match. Let’s understand God’s working in this journey, and how it relates to God’s working in our journey 
as well.

 DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY – Read: Acts 16:6-10

2.	 God’s	Sovereignty	is	revealed	in	both	the	Old	and	New	Testaments,	and	it	can	be	defined	simply	as	God’s	all-
encompassing rule of His creation. Read 1 Chronicles 29:11 and Psalm 103:19. In this prayer and psalm of 
David, what are the words that speak to you about God’s Sovereignty? In what ways and what words do you 
define	God’s	Sovereignty	–	what	does	it	mean	to	you?		

3. In this passage of Acts, what do we see about Paul’s plans versus God’s plans? Why did Paul want to travel the 
ways that he planned? And why did God block those plans and send him elsewhere? How did God reveal His 
plan?	Why	is	this	significant?

4. If we understand that God’s Sovereignty is, as Pastor Tom said, “for our good, and the good of others, and for His 
Glory”, why is it sometimes so hard to give Him all of our lives? What drives our insistence (sometimes) that we 
have this little corner over here that we’ll handle, thank you very much? Where does that lead us? Why?

  
NOT OUR WILL, BUT YOURS – Read: Acts 16:19-24 

5. In this passage, what is the nature of this next part of the story? Does it appear that God’s Will is ‘good’ for Paul 
and Silas? Do you think they wondered that at the time?



6. God’s plan, through the Holy Spirit, is operative in this passage. But from our viewpoint, things don’t look good 
for	Paul	and	Silas	–	how	can	this	be?	How	can	God’s	plan	lead	to	this?	Has	this	been	the	case	in	your	life	when	
God has intervened in your plans? How so?

7.	 Read	Luke	22:39-46.	Even	Jesus,	in	His	humanity,	on	that	Thursday	night	that	he	was	betrayed,	asked	God	the	
Father	for	an	alternative	plan	–	He	knew	what	was	coming	–	but	He	prayed	that	His	Father’s	Will	be	done.	What	
does	this	tell	you	about	God’s	Sovereignty?	How	significant	is	this	passage?	Why?	

       
MY LIFE FOR HIS GLORY – Read: Acts 16:25-34 

8. At the end of the day, as followers of Jesus, Pastor Flanders told us that it’s very much all about how we handle 
hardship, even hardship brought by God’s will. What does this mean to you? In the midst of hardship, and even 
suffering, is this notion comforting, or challenging, or both? Why?

9.	 In	verses	25-26,	how	did	Paul	and	Silas	handle	their	hardship?	Why?	And	reading	on,	what	was	their	mission	
right then and there? And what resulted? Was this for God’s Glory? How so?

10.	Read	1	Timothy	6:11-16.	In	this	passage,	what	is	Paul	telling	his	protégé	Timothy?	Why	is	he	telling	him	this?		
And	by	what	authority?	Do	you	see	God’s	Sovereignty	here	–	how	so?	And	is	this	passage	for	us	today	as	His	
followers? Is this Good News? How so?

PRAYER
As you consider Pastor Tom’s message today, reflect on your present circumstances, and your plans versus His 
will. Pray that the Holy Spirit would continue to reveal His will for your life. Pray over Psalm 143:10, Psalm 40:8, 

and Matthew 28:18, and as you read and pray, seek His Face. Pray that He will equip you for His work, that He will 
sustain you for His plans, and that He will be glorified in your reliance on Him, your devotion to Him, and your hope 

in Him. And as you consider your plans, pray that the Holy Spirit will move you as He wills, and for His purposes, 
so that the Gospel can be shared, disciples made, and lives changed in what you do through Him. And, as always, 
pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order 

to be His hands, feet and heart in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
edgewateralliance.org/watch-now
facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw
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