
SERMON DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS JANUARY 31, 2021

ACTS: The Kingdom Advances – All In
Pastor Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1.	 Have	you	ever	had	the	opportunity	to	start	something	brand	new,	or	be	in	on	the	‘ground	floor’	of	something	 
	 brand	new?	Maybe	a	project,	an	event,	a	work	situation,	a	relationship,	a	movement,	a	cause?	If	so,	what	 
	 happened	and	how	was	that	earliest	experience?	Once	it	was	underway	or	in	progress,	how	did	you	react?	If	 
	 there	were	 others	 involved,	 how	did	 they	 react?	Do	 recall	 your	 feelings	 about	 it	 at	 the	 time?	Any	 other	 
	 reflections?		

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues the preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles. Today, 
he explores one of the most significant and profound passages in the entire Book – a glimpse of the earliest church, 
the ekklesia (assembly or gathering) in Jerusalem. And, what we know about Acts so far is that it’s our story too, 
and in this respect, this earliest ekklesia, guided by the Holy Spirit, is our collective foundation today. To begin, read 

Acts 2:42-47.

DEVOTED TO… – Read: Acts 2:42

2.	 What	is	your	definition	of	‘devoted’?	Why	is	this	word	significant	in	this	initial	description	of	the	actions	of	the	 
 early church?

3.	 Talk	about	each	of	these	four	actions	which	Luke	describes	that	the	early	church	was	‘Devoted	To’;	was	‘All	 
	 In’	for:

	 a.	 All	in	for	Learning	–	didachḗ (διδαχή)	–	learning	–	from	the	apostles’	teaching	(what	do	we	know	is	 
	 	 the	basic	definition	of	the	word	‘disciple’?)

	 b.	 All	in	for	Fellowship	–	koinōnía (κοινωνία)	–	sharing	–	taking	care	of	one	another	–	to	be	in	devoted	 
	 	 community	(Merriam-Webster	definition	of	koinonia	–	“intimate	spiritual	communion	and	participative	 
	 	 sharing	in	a	common	religious	commitment	and	spiritual	community”	–	what	strikes	you	about	this	 
	 	 definition?)

	 c.	 All	in	for	Breaking	of	Bread	–	ártos (ἄρτος)	–	together	–	communion,	generally	and	specifically	(so	 
	 	 two	meanings,	both	significant)

	 d.	 All	 in	 for	 The	 Prayers	 –	 proseuchḗ (προσευχή)	 –	 worship	 –	 corporate	 submission	 to	 and	 
	 	 communication	with	God	(interesting	English	translation	dilemma)



4.	 Follow-up	questions	–	Is	the	order	that	Luke	uses	significant?	Do	we	have	the	“apostles’	teaching”	today?		 
	 What	is	significant	about	the	second	action	relative	to	Christian	efforts	outside	the	community	of	believers?	 
	 On	your	‘devotion	meter’	how	would	you	say	you	personally	are	doing	in	these	four	actions?	How	about	EAC	 
	 collectively?	How	about	the	church	universal,	at	least	the	church	in	the	west	(speculation	and	generalization	 
	 is	permitted	for	this	one)?						

  
LOOKS LIKE… – Read: Acts 2:42-46a

5.	 This	passage	describes	what	the	devotion	in	verse	42	looks	like	as	it	is	lived	out	in	the	lives	of	the	believers	 
	 and	the	church.	What	strikes	you	as	most	significant	and	meaningful	in	this	passage?

6.	 Connor	taught	that	‘living	out’	was	Spirit-led	and	not	mandated	or	compelled	by	the	apostles.	What	does	he	 
	 mean?	Read	Acts	 4:32-35.	What	 do	 these	 verses	 tell	 us	 about	 the	Acts	 2	 passage	 and	 how	 this	 is	 all	 
 happening?

7.	 Read	John	13:34-35.	What	does	Jesus	have	to	say	about	it?	How	does	this	relate	to	the	Acts	2	passage?

RESULTS IN… – Read:  Acts 2:46b-47

8.	 This	passage	describes	what	the	devotion	and	actions	resulted	in.	What	strikes	you	as	most	significant	and	 
	 meaningful	in	this	passage?	Do	we	see	these	results	in	the	church	today?

9.	 Pastor	Connor	closed	by	presenting	us	a	challenge	–	How	are	you	doing	with	being	‘All	In’?	What	is	your	next	 
	 step,	to	be	more	‘All	In’?	How	might	you	‘devote’	yourself	to	your	next	step?	Is	there	a	way	that	EAC	can	help	 
	 or	support	your	next	step?	If	so,	how?

PRAYER
As you think about this earliest church gathering and you contemplate Pastor Connor’s question and 
challenge to us, prayerfully consider what your next step should be to be more ‘All In’ for Him; to grow 
in your faith, to serve the Lord more completely, to serve and support your brothers and sisters at EAC, 
and to be a stronger witness to those who need to hear and understand the truth of the Gospel, and how 
it works in your life and the life of the church.  Pray that the Holy Spirit would lead you, even compel you, 
to take a risk and take your next step with confidence and boldness, even if there are unknowns.  Finally, 
pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, 

in order to be His hands, feet and voice in this world.
In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:

http://edgewateralliance.org/media/sermon-videos
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/media/sermon-videos
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

