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WARM-UP
1. As you look across your life in Christ, what would you say is your ‘ministry’ (or some of your ‘ministries’),  
 either formerly or at present? How did you come into this ministry or these ministries? How did you prepare  
 for it or them? Did you have fellow believers that ‘opened the door’ for you or ‘taught you the ropes’? Or have  
 you been the one to open doors for others? If so, how?         

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Dr. Samano shares insights about our journeys in life and the notion of taking one of two possible paths.  
These path decisions have profound, even life-changing, outcomes. Pastor Andy Stanley shares a similar notion in 

his book, “The Principle of the Path”.

PATH #1 – THE PATH OF ‘ME’ – Read: Proverbs 2:12-15

2.	 The	first	path	is	one	of	‘self’	and	it	is	deceptively	enticing.	It	looks	like	or	appears	to	be	a	straight	path,	and	it	 
 seems we can see a long way. The mile markers seem clear, the sky is blue, the weather is great, and all  
 things seem right with the world. It also seems to be a very safe path. Your heart isn’t really necessary  
 for this path – you mostly need your status, your station in life, and your own will and plan. But along this  
 path are potential problems because what appears ‘to be’ is only an illusion – there are kiosks beside the  
 path that have attractive ‘trinkets’ to ‘purchase’ – but these items, if bought, obliterate the precious things  
 in life – family, marriage, friends, vocations, relationships – even your life itself. Knowing all this, why do  
 people take this path? Why do people stay on this path? Have you ever been on this path? How does the  
 author of the Proverbs passage portray this path? What is the glimmer of hope in this passage? But, if left to  
 ourselves, where does this path ultimately lead?           

PATH #2 – THE PATH OF ‘HE’ – Read: Luke 9:23-24

3. In contrast, the second path is real – and it is the path where God becomes real to those that follow this path.   
 But it is not an easy path, by our standards – it is sometimes curvy; sometimes dark and scary; sometimes  
 isn’t very safe. So, heart is needed here. And obedience to the true light is needed here – total trust is needed  
 for this path. What does the passage from Luke’s Gospel tell us? Do we see this in our lives as believers?  
 How so?

4. Read Isaiah 45:2-3. Who is speaking? What do these verses from the Prophet tell us about this second  
 path? Do we see these things active in our lives today? How so?  



THE PATH OF ‘HE’ LEADS TO THE PATH OF ‘WE’ – Read:  Acts 2:38-40

5. So, if someone is on Path #1, can they access a ‘bypass’ road to get to Path #2? How so – what does the  
 Acts passage tell us? Read Psalm 25:4-5; Psalm 143:10; Psalm 23:1-4. What do these passages tell us  
 about the ‘bypass’ road that can be chosen? Is this good news? How so? Is this the Gospel? How so?   

6. The Path of ‘He’ leads ultimately leads to the Path of ‘We’, because as believers, we are His body – the  
 church – and through the work of ‘He’ we become His hands and feet in ministries. And this leads us to give  
 ourselves to others in Him through our gifts within the body of Christ. Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 and 27.  
 In these words of Paul, do we see the ‘We’? Describe how this all comes together in a local church community  
 like EAC? 

   

PRAYER
As you consider the paths of life that you travel, prayerfully consider your current path, and how you can 

best make your path of ‘He’ into your path of ‘We’. Pray that the Holy Spirit would show you your gifts, 
where He wants you to serve, and for Him to lead you, even compel you, to take a risk and minister in 

the ways He shows you for ‘His will be done”. Finally, pray to the Holy Spirit that He would give you ears 
to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to His call to you, in order to be His body for His work in this 

world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
http://edgewateralliance.org/media/sermon-videos

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/media/sermon-videos
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

