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Acts: The Kingdom Advances – Truth Matters
Connor Neigenfind

WARM-UP
1. At the beginning of his message, Connor asked us if we have ever had to confront someone whom we love,  
 or are close to, about their self-sabotaging behavior, or has it come this way to you? Or we might also ask  
 the broader question – have you ever had to confront someone with the truth when you knew it would  
 challenge, upset, or distance them from you, or again, has this happened to you? If you are willing, would  
 you share your story with others so that we can better understand this aspect of truth-telling.           

DIGGING DEEPER
Today, Pastor Connor continues the preaching series on the New Testament Book, The Acts of the Apostles. Today, 
he explores one of the most significant and profound sermons of the early church, given by the Apostle Peter, on the 
heels of one of the most significant and profound miracles of the early church. Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 is the first 
recorded sermon preached to the earliest church, and as inspired by the Holy Spirit, is also a significant message 

for every believer today.

LOVE COMPELS US TO CONNECT – Read: Acts 2:14-21

2. Since most, if not all, of these gathered hearers of Peter’s message were ‘religious’ folks, Peter opens his  
 message with a connection to where they are spiritually – the Old Testament scripture – the Tanakh. What  
 passage in the Tanakh did he use? Why did he use this passage? And why did he start this way with this  
 crowd? What does this tell us today about our approach in sharing the Gospel and even making disciples?

3. Connor said that in this sermon, Peter is making a theological and intellectual defense of the faith – not  
 merely an emotional message. Why was this important (think about the miracle that just happened)? Connor  
 also said, “There is room for thinking in Christianity” – what does this mean? How does that work out in your  
 life? How does this work out in the life of EAC? What does this mean for a post-modern, secular world?      

LOVE COMPELS US TO TAKE A RISK – Read: Acts 2:22-24

4. In verse 23, Peter takes a substantial risk in sharing the truth of what had happened only 50 or so days  
 before – that ‘you used lawless people to nail Him to a cross and kill him’ – in simpler words, ‘you killed  
 Jesus’. How risky were Peter’s words? Why did he speak them? Are these words of truth for us today? If so,  
 in what ways?



5. But notice how verses 22 and 24 bracket verse 23, with more truth – what is the truth Peter speaks in these  
 two verses? Why do these truths matter also?

6. Read verses 2:32-36 – what is Peter saying here? To what is Peter now shifting the attention? Is he preparing  
	 the	crowd	for	his	final	words	of	truth	at	the	end	of	his	message?	How	so?

LOVE COMPELS US TO SPEAK THE TRUTH – Read:  Acts 2:37-41

7. Connor said that, “The good news of the Gospel only makes sense in light of the bad news.” What is the bad  
 news? Read Romans 3:22b-23. What is the key phrase in this passage? Who does it apply to? Why is this  
 bad news? How bad is it?

8. Back in Acts, in verse 2:37, how did the crowd react to the bad news? And in verses 38-40, what was Peter’s  
 message of the good news? Also, do you see that Peter speaks the truth of both the ‘what’, the ‘who’, and  
 the ‘how’ of the good news? Why is this important? Now return to Paul’s letter to the Romans – read Romans  
 3:21-26 – in these words of Paul, do we see the good news proclaimed? How so?  

   

PRAYER
As you consider the truth of this first sermon of the church, and the message of truth that Peter preached, 

prayerfully consider how this truth works in your life. Pray that the Holy Spirit would lead you, even 
compel you, to take a risk and share and proclaim the truth of the Gospel – both the bad news and the 
good news – even in circumstances and with people for whom it will be uncomfortable or upsetting at 

first. Finally, pray that the Holy Spirit would give you ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts to respond to 
His call to you, in order to be His hands, feet and voice in this world.

In case you missed the service, here are the EAC, Facebook, and YouTube links:
http://edgewateralliance.org/media/sermon-videos

https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

http://edgewateralliance.org/media/sermon-videos
https://www.facebook.com/edgewateralliance/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvQTWUv1FD_qsUJUZn93kw

