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Care…Equip…Send

By Tim Lee
This month we celebrate Valentines and couples will rejoice in their love in many ways. Some will
buy cards and chocolates and others will make dinner reservations (FYI - White Castle Takes Them),
but all of it will be done in the spirit of love.
The Bible tells us again and again that we should love one another. Love is like the glue that holds us
all together and the launching pad for growth. The apostle John wrote, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.” (1 John 4:7)
2020 promises to be a year of growth for Hillcrest. The anchor for this vision of growth is love. 2020
holds the potential for Hillcrest to solidify its place as being one the most loving places on the Hilltop.
Our concentrated effort to share this love and to experience growth from it, is wrapped in three action words: CARE…EQUIP…SEND.
In the coming weeks and months you will hear more about 2020 initiatives and how we all can
change the world together as we care, equip and send. Join us on Sunday mornings and bring a
friend as we celebrate the love of God.
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The Most Loving Place in Town
Okay, imagine with me…you are at the grocery store and you overhear two people having a conversation about finding a local church to connect with. One of them is asking the other if they would recommend a local church. You are curious so you listen in. The one looking for a church asks about
worship styles, times of services and what kind of children’s ministries there are. The other says, “I
don’t know much about all of that and what churches offer but I have heard that Hillcrest Baptist is
called the most loving place in town.
As we celebrate Valentines this month, the message will be love and lets not forget that the most
loving place in town ought to be the local church. For remember, the bible says that “we are to not
love in word or in tongue but in deed and truth.” (1 John 3:18)
This Spring we will continue this thought as we journey through a sermon series called:
Captured by Love…Catapulted by Love

Pioneer Clubs by Stacy Lee
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Mission of Love
Every February at HBC, our children’s ministry has participated in a mission project to make activity bags for the patients at Nationwide
Children’s Hospital. We have learned that the most requested items are simply coloring books and crayons. We are asking for donations
of coloring books and small boxes of crayons and will be collecting items through Wednesday, February 12 th so we can deliver them to
the hospital in time for Valentine’s day. If you would like to participate, please bring new coloring books and small packs of crayons and
place them in the designated collection box on the counter by the soda machine in the fellowship hall. This is a great mission project
that we participate in to help share God’s love to those that may need a little cheer as they are staying in the hospital. Thank you for
your help, it is much appreciated!

All Club Valentine’s Event
On Wednesday, February 12 we will celebrate Valentine’s day with a special all club movie night!
We will gather as a whole club in the fellowship hall at 6:00 p.m. for some special snacks and then find a comfy spot to enjoy the “Be My
Valentine, Charlie Brown” movie. Our plan is to be wrapped up close to 7:00 or 7:15. This is a FREE event – the only thing we ask is that
you bring a new coloring book or box of crayons to donate to Children’s Hospital for our mission project.
th

Special Event
On Wednesday, March 4th, everyone is invited to join us for a family roller skating party at Skate America. The party will be from 6:00 –
8:00 p.m. The cost is free to come, but $4.00 per person to rent skates and $5.00 for rollerblades. Flyers with complete information will
be handed out to students during club and extras will be available on the counter by the coffee station in the fellowship hall. Coupons
for food are also included in the flyer. This event is open to ALL of our HBC friends and family. This is a great time to invite a friend.
Hope you can join us.
Dates to Remember
Feb 5th – Unit 4, Lesson 1
Feb 12th – Valentine’s Family Movie Night
Feb 19th – Unit 4, Lesson 2
Feb 26th – Unit 4, Lesson 3
Mar 4th – Family Roller Skating Party @ Skate America (6 – 8 p.m.)
Mar 11th – Unit 4, Lesson 4

Thank you!
Just want to say a special thank you to all of our fantastic
leaders. It takes a lot of extra time and energy to prepare for
class each week. I am always so impressed by what our leaders
come up with EVERY week to help make God’s word come
alive. If you have a chance, why not find a special way to
thank a teacher this month?

Hillcrest Happenings
Super Bowl Party

Sunday Feb. 2nd
5:30 pm

Pioneer Club
Mission of Love

Wed. Feb. 12th

Pioneer Club Valentine Movie Night

Wed. Feb 12th at 6
pm
Vision Team
Meeting

Thurs. Feb. 13th at 6
pm
Jordan’s Crossing

Friday Feb. 14th

All Church Skating

Wed. March 24 6 pm8 pm at Skate America in Grove City

Super Bowl Party and Chili Cook-off Bring your best chili for our Chili Cook–off Super Bowl
Sunday, February 2nd. 1st place gets their name on the fancy Hillcrest Chili Trophy and bragging
rights for the next year! You can also bring your favorite football snack or side dish to share and we
will all watch the game together. Feel free to invite friends. Doors open at 5:30 pm and have your
chili here by 5:45 pm to enter the contest.

Outreach Team By Connie Roach
Thank you for buying Sub Sandwiches and supporting our College students & young adults going to
the Jubilee Conference this year! We would love to pair up an attending student with a “prayer
partner” from Hillcrest. As a Prayer Partner, we ask that you pray for this person daily from the
time you are assigned a partner, up through the conference and beyond! We all need prayer, especially these young students and their walk with Christ. We would also ask that you write a note of
encouragement for them and Randy to give at the Conference and a $10 gift card for Jimmy John’s.
If you cannot afford this, but still want to be a prayer partner, please let us know and we will get the
gift card for your student/attendee. Thank you to those who have already signed up and for those
who want to sign up, please contact Sheila Cole or Connie Roach.

Women’s Ministry News By Connie Roach
Thank you all for your financial gifts and support over the Holidays and daily with the Love Gift boxes!
What is the LOVE GIFT Box? Think of it as a little blessing box that you put change in for those in
need. I was told years ago that if you find a coin, put it in the box as a blessing from God. If you have
a wonderful day or if something you see reminds you of how great our God is, place a coin in the box.
Loose change adds up and we just put ours in our Love Gift box. When you have a full box, bring it to
Church and give it to Connie Roach or Cathy Wright. They will count it up and put it into the Women’s Ministry account for our missions. (The boxes are on the back table in the Sanctuary and are
pink or gray.) What are the missions we support? The Royals Project, Jordan’s Crossing, The Fox
Family Missionaries and more. If you would like to learn more about our Women’s Ministry and
when the next meeting will be, contact Connie Roach, Cathy Wright or the Church Office.

Jordan’s Crossing by Cathy Wright
Jordan’s Crossing Resource Center, located on N. Hague, is a neighborhood care center who helps the homeless, those
suffering from addictions, the working poor, elderly, etc. No one is turned away. One of the services they provide is a free,
hot, homemade meal every Friday. Typically, between meals and take outs, 150-180 meals are consumed. This is done
through partnerships with churches, businesses, and organizations. Hillcrest Baptist provides the meal the second Friday of
each month. The meal is prepared and cooked at HBC and then transported to JCRC where it is served. Then there is cleanup, bringing things back to the church and washing dishes used in preparation of the meal.
Recently some of volunteers are no longer able help, and we need additional people to assist in continuing this ministry. We
will not be able to continue with the number of people we currently have. This outreach is a blessing to the volunteers as
well as the ‘friends’ we help. Prayerfully consider if this is a ministry you would like to help with – either monthly, every
other month, etc. Cooking skills are helpful but NOT required. Much of the time consuming work is preparation. If you are
available either Thursday or Friday the second week of the month and are able to help, please contact Greg Large 614-6537653 or greglarge@realtor.com.

Youth News By Randy Stratton
Lock in Success!
Students gathered at Hillcrest Sunday evening for a wild night of fellowship, friends, and fun. Students eager with excitement
persevered through tired eyes to spend all night competing in physical, mental and insanely goofy challenges. students completed the cookie face challenge, raced the mouthwash relay, and munched mustardy marshmallows, all in pursuit of a glorious two inch trophy. In between the shenanigans, students heard a Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. inspired message about serving
others in the name of Christ and spent time discussing how God calls us to serve one another. It was another memorable moment for our energetic student community. A huge thank you to all the volunteers who gave of their time and energy to make
this an unforgettable night!

College News:
Jubilee is coming! Jubilee is a gathering of thousands of college students exploring what it means to serve Christ in every area
of life. On February 21-23 a group of students from Columbus College of Art and Design and Hillcrest Baptist church will join
thousands of other students for a life-changing weekend in Pittsburgh. Please pray for our group as we embark on this transformational journey. If you know any students who would like to join, please contact Randy for questions about registration
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