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Christmas’ Hope…The Wonder! By Pastor Tim Lee 
Christmas truly is an amazing time of the year. Heaven coming to 
earth, God coming to man. Actually, God becoming a man. It is no 
wonder then that when we open our Bibles we discover how majes-
tic that first Christmas really was. From the beginning of the story 
to the end of the story, Jesus's birth is filled with awe. The story is 
packed with angels, and dreams, and kings, and prophecies, and 
gifts, and the glory of God shining in the skies. Even our favorite 
Christmas hymns remind us that Christmas is a time of wonder. 
 
This Christmas, I join the Christmas carols that remind us of the 
wonder of Christmas, as I share the wonder of Christmas’ Hope.  I 
pray you will also join Hillcrest as we celebrate the wonder of 
Hope’s Love, Hope’s Joy, Hope’s Peace and Hope’s Birth. 

Wondering What’s Up In The Sanctuary? 
I am so excited to share the news that the sanctuary is getting a lit-
tle makeover.  For many months, the walls have showed the signs 
of water damage.  Now, thanks to our friend Eddie, who happens to 
be one of the great plaster artesian of Columbus, repairs are hap-
pening. 

Thanks to all of the Hillcrest partners who support the ministries of Hillcrest.  For nearly 
100 years (2024), Hillcrest’s sanctuary has been a beacon of hope for people and the 
place to come worship God and hear the gospel of Jesus Christ be proclaimed.   
 
End Of Year Thoughts! 
What a year 2022 has been!  It has been a year of hope!  Romans 15:13 was our anchor 
verse for 2022.  In it we read, “I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you complete-
ly with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident 
hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Hope is a confident expectation of something better tomorrow.  Hillcrest has been and 
continues to be a place where the hope of Christ is shared to all. 
 
Our Vision is to…Be a Church for the Curious to The Committed That Glorifies God and 
Changes the World! With that our mission is to know God and make Him known as we 
gather, grow and go in the love of Jesus Christ. (Acts 17:6) 
 
This is expressed through our passion to be a Christ-centered and family focused 
church for the Hilltop and beyond. 
 
This year we purposely focused our resources in three areas…our place of ministries, our 
programs of ministry and our people of ministry.  This focus will guide us for the coming 
years and the fruit of that will be many. 
 
Here are a few highlights from 2022! 
Reset Ministry – Our ministry where we host kids from West Broad school during school 
hours to teach them about Jesus and His love for us.  We have had over 45 kids join this 
exciting ministry! 
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ABW Meeting  
Saturday December 
3rd at 9 am. 
 
Vision Team  
Meeting  
Thursday December 
8th at  6:15 pm 
 
Prayer Meetings 
Wednesdays at 6 pm 
December 14th & 
28th  
 
Children’s Christ-
mas Play Rehearsal  
Saturday December 
10th at 9 am 
 
ABW Bake Sale  
Sunday December 11 
 
Children’s Christ-
mas Program  
Sunday December 11 
at 6:30 pm 
 
All Church Meeting 
Sunday December  
18th 
 
Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service 
December 24th at 
6:30 pm 

Hillcrest Happenings 
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Christmas Cookie Bake Sale On December 11th, follow ing 
the service, the ABW will be having a Christmas Cookie Bake Sale 

and Silent Auction. We will be having many different types of 
Christmas cookies for you to make your own Christmas cookie 

plate for the holiday season. There will be items for a silent auc-
tion as well! So please bring your dollars and give a donation to 

the ABW to benefit a charity this holiday season. 

Trunk or Treat – Over 250 kids and their families came to our 
parking lot where we laughed with them, celebrated them and in-
vited them to be a part of the Hillcrest family. 
 
Westside Christian School – Hillcrest is one of the founding and 
partnering churches for the new Westside Christian School hosted 
at Emanuel Baptist Church.  Over 50 Westside kids are getting a 
quality Christian education there and as it grows, so will our level of 
partnership. 
 
Life Groups – Life groups have become the lifeblood for Hillcrest.  
It is where small group teachings happen and folks are assimilated 
into the community of Hillcrest.  They continue to grow! 
 
Building Improvements – Many building improvements have 
happened and are happening.  The place of ministry matters for 
Hillcrest and is a beacon of hope for many to come and find God 
and His love.  The building is nearly 100 years old and I am glad to 
see we care to keep it going for another 100 years!  Many plans are 
in place to continue the good work happening…such as, bathrooms 
improvements, new branding and front lobby space, exterior safety 
improvements, enhanced Life Group spaces, and the stairway lead-
ing to the sanctuary. 

Children’s Christmas Program Come watch the Hillcrest k ids perform and 
share their “gifts” for Jesus’ birthday on December 11th! The program is at 6:30 pm 
and there will be a cookie reception to follow in the Fellowship Hall.  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Please join us on Christmas Eve at 
6:30 pm as we celebrate the birth of our Savior with wonderful music, a special 

message and conclude the service with lighting of the candles. We will have service 
the next morning on Christmas day and kids are welcome to come in their PJ’s! 

All Church Meeting Please plan to stay after the service on December 18th 
for a brief meeting as we vote on in the 2023 Vision Team.  

Thanks for all of the Thanksgiving donations for the Families of West Broad Elementary! A big thank you to Steve Coup 
and the Scouts who collected food items throughout Westgate to donate as well! 

On the le , 
Susie Ryan is 

leading a  
Reset Class 

Eddie Payne 
working on  
fixing the  

walls in the  
sanctuary. 


