
1 
 

Faith connection for the week of:  September 12, 2021 
Series:  “Hearing the right voice:  studies in the book of Ecclesiastes” 

 
This week:  Vanity says:  ‘eat, drink and tell yourself lies’ 

Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 
 
 

NOTE:  for newer groups or with groups with new people—I would suggest the following: 
 
 ONE—have everyone introduce themselves 
 TWO—then a question like:  how long have you come to Faith?  OR. 
  What are you looking forward to in being in this group OR, 
  Another question that comes to your mind. 
 
[JUST A SUGGESTION—I HAVE FOUND THAT IF YOU LEAVE IT UP TO PEOPLE TO TALK WHEN 
THEY WANT—INTROVERTS WILL NOT TALK AND IT TAKES LONGER TO ANSWER THE QUESTION. 
 For years, I have answered the questions first {that you want all to answer} and then I go 
around the table starting with my left.  {MY group fights over who can sit farthest away from 
the left of me but, alas….someone ends up there and then we go around the table.   
If someone just cannot come up with something—we will skip them and then try to come back 
to them.  Obviously, if they can’t think of anything then let it go. 
 

 
HERE ARE THE EXPECTATIONS WE HAVE FOR SMALL GROUPS  {If you have an older group that 
has met—you don’t need to go over these.  New groups and/or new people should have these 
as a reminder}. 
 

1. try to be on time but come when you can and stay as long as you are able 
2. Keep things in confidence unless otherwise given permission to share. 
3. Please contact ‘me’ or someone in the group if you cannot make it so we won’t 

worry 
 
 
OPENING QUESTION 
 
 Besides right now—what do you recall as being the happiest or most joyful time of your 
life? 
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DISCUSSION:  
 
 ONE—what was the most encouraging, challenging or troubling thought from the 
message? 
 
 
 TWO—as Christians—we are told to be disciplined YET, in the passage from Sunday we 
are told to eat and drink and enjoy our labor. 
 
  Question 1—how do we make sure there is no conflict between the two? 
 
   {IF YOU HAVE NOT YET ANSWERED THE FOLLOWING}: 
  Question 2—how do we balance these two ideas? 
 
 
 THREE—three times in the passage from Ecclesiastes—it tells or implies that what we 
have comes from God. 
 
  Turn there for a moment and note what it says: 
 
   v. 24—[the end]—it is from the hand of God 
   v. 25—who can have enjoyment without Him 
   v. 26—He has given wisdom etc. 
 
 So—with this so clearly stated: 
 
  Question 1—why do some people get filled with pride with what they have? 
   
  Question 2—how do we keep in mind that what we have has come from God? 
 
 FOUR—as it relates to sinners from the passage in Ecclesiastes—what does it mean that 
they work to give to the ones who are good in God’s sight? 
  {LEADERS—Solomon does not spell this out so we take this, ultimately by faith.  
However—there is a sense that those who don’t know the Lord DO their work from which we 
benefit.  In other words, their work may be meaningless in the scheme of things but they 
provide the things which we need to live]. 
 
 

NOTE—the study does NOT focus on those who do not know the Lord.  It is taking the positive 
aspects of chapter 2:24-26 and noting these thoughts in two other references in Ecclesiastes.  
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STUDY 
 
The sermon referred to two other passages that speak of the benefits of the chosen.  Let’s look 
at them a bit more in depth. 
 
ECCLESIASTES 9:7-9 
 
 FIRST—read the passage or have it read 
 
 
 SECOND—from v. 7—what kind of attitude would we have if we really knew that God 
already approved of our works? 
 
  Take a moment and glance over at EPHESIANS 2:10 
 
   The New American Standard says that we are “God’s masterpiece.” 
 
    The Greek word is poem. 
    The Latin word is opus. 
 
  QUESTION—how does it make you feel to know that you are that highly 
regarded in the eyes of God? 
 
   
  QUESTION—how does it make a difference to know that the opportunities for 
working for God are given to us by Him? 
   [LEADERS—there are times when I think I ‘can’t’ do something because I 
am not equipped to do it.  If I truly believe that God has given me the opportunities then how 
can I fail?]. 
 
 
 
 THIRD—from Ecclesiastes 9:9—marriage is seen as a reward—so, what are 5-10 benefits 
that should come as a result of being married? 
 
 
 FOURTH—Solomon notes that life is short so—the context is speaking of marriage but 
think about any relationship—WHAT ARE SOME WAYS YOU HAVE FOUND TO TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF TIME WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY? 
  [LEADERS—I am thinking here of such things as ‘date nights’ with my wife or, set 
lunch or phone appointments with friends or, evenings set aside regularly to get together, etc.]. 
 
 
Do you have any further thoughts from these verses? 
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ECCLESIASTES 11:7-10  
 
 

FIRST—read the passage or have it read 
 
 
 SECOND—v. 7 is offering us a picture of life that is enjoyable. 
 
   Question 1—what are 5-7 uses of light that make it ‘pleasant?’ 
    {LEADERS—I am thinking of things like:  simply to see; take away 
darkness; help us to focus better, etc.]. 
 
   Question 2—what happens to us when we live in a Chicago winter with 
seeming perpetual darkness? 
    [LEADERS—I am thinking of:  seems to make us tired; we tend to 
feel more sluggish; people can get depressed, etc.]. 
 
 
 THIRD—from v.8: 
 
   Question 1—how do we learn to rejoice in the years of our life? 
 
   Question 2—there are two warnings in this verse that prod us to rejoice: 
 
    Danger 1—there WILL be days of darkness— 
 
     FIRST—what could bring about darkness in life? 

 
SECOND--how do we hang on to the Lord and find His joy 

during those times? 
 
 
    Danger 2—there is the futility of life—meaning—life at its core 
does NOT yield up its joys easily.  NOTE some earlier verses that give us some idea of this futility: 
 
     v. 1—delay in getting what we want—SO—HOW DO WE 
DEAL WITH DELAYED GRATIFICATION? 
 
     v. 2—difficulty may come—SO—EACH DIFFICULTY IS 
DIFFERENT—BUT WHAT ARE SOME WAYS YOU HAVE LEARNED TO DEAL WITH DIFFICULTIES? 
 
     v. 5—ignorance—SO—HOW DO WE TRUST THE LORD 
WHEN WE DON’T ALWAYS KNOW WHAT HE IS DOING? 
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 FOURTH—from v. 9-10 
 
   Question 1—what are some of the benefits of childhood? 
 
   Question 2—what are some of the benefits of being 40 and younger? 
 
   NOTE—Solomon states that we are to ‘follow the impulses of our heart 
and the desires of our eyes.’ 
 
    Question—in a moment, we will look at the caution here BUT—
why does this NOT mean going after everything we might want? 
   [LEADERS—the next phrase talks about the judgment to come so there 
are boundaries to this.  Obviously, commands related to coveting or envy or lusting or discipline 
all come into play here—I MAY want something but should I get it and, how am I going about 
getting it?]. 
 
   NOTE—there is a caution thrown out here. 
 
    Question—why does God’s judgment provide a good reminder for 
us related to what we do? 
 
     NOTE—glance over at 12:14 and just note Solomon’s 
reminder of judgment as the last verse of this book. 
 
   NOTE—two key words from v. 10: 
 
    ONE—vexation is that which angers or grieves or irritates.   
 
     Question—how do we remove vexations from our life? 
      [LEADERS—if you know the answer—let me know!!  
Part of this answer comes back to our walk with the Lord.  Knowing Him helps me to know that 
nothing happens by accident.  Also, seeking counsel and/or help from others helps too]. 
 
    TWO—pain in this verse describes both physical and moral frailty. 
 
     Question—how do remove physical hindrances to joy? 
 
Do you have any further thoughts from these verses? 
 
This week:  make it your goal to enjoy the time and the days the Lord has given you. 
 Take time to think about His blessings and give gratitude for what you DO have rather 
than focus on what you do NOT have. 
 


