
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS For the week of September 17, 2017

Monday | Read Isaiah 6:1-7
Isaiah’s vision of the pre-incarnate Christ (cf. John 12:41) was enough to 
personally dismantle him. When he cried “Woe is me!” and “I am a man of 
unclean lips,” these confessions were spoken in response to the powerful 
holiness of God. God’s holiness is the sum of all his moral excellency and 
that which is celebrated chiefly in the throne room of heaven. It is also that 
quality by which we see how far off we are as sinful human beings. Spend a 
moment praising God for his holiness and let his beauty move you to 
worship.

Tuesday | Read Exodus 33:18-23
Moses had been chosen by God to mediate the relationship between God 
and Israel. After all that God had done to save Israel from Egypt, Moses asked 
to behold God’s glory. God replied by saying such a vision would kill Moses 
in an instant. Yet, God graciously allowed Moses to view his back, and this 
should cause us to consider the full weight of God’s glory. No human being 
can stand before The Almighty. Meditate on this reality and consider the 
immensity of God. 

Wednesday | Read Psalm 5:4-8
Considering God’s glorious holiness, we should come to recognize the depth 
of our impurity, depravity, and sinfulness. We desperately need a Savior 
before this holy God. We need a Messiah who can take away our sin and gift 
us the very righteousness we need to stand in the presence of The Almighty. 
By grace through faith in Christ alone, we are joined to the Savior we so 
desperately need. Still, consider the force of God’s attitude toward sin in vv. 
4-7. Apart from the steadfast love of the Savior (v. 7), God’s attitude toward 
the sinner is abhorrent hate. A marvelous reality of the gospel is that Christ 
himself bore the Father’s righteous fury against the sins of his people so that 
we could be unconditionally welcomed in covenantal love. You see, unless 
we understand what sin really is, and God’s just and righteous hatred of evil, 
we will not rightly comprehend the glory of his grace toward us in Christ. Ask 
him to give you a clearer picture—by the Spirit, through the word—of sin, 
wrath, mercy, and grace.
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DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS continued…

Thursday | Read Colossians 2:13-15
Our subject matter this week has been heavy. Considering God’s righteous 
wrath is a serious subject. Yet, God has been pleased to reveal that attribute 
of his character to us. Today, consider how glorious the News of vv. 13-15 is 
as we remember the holy character of God, the weight of our sin, and the 
penalty we deserve. Jesus has fully, yes completely, paid the debt of his 
people! Spend time in prayers of praise and thankfulness for this Good News!

Friday | Read Romans 4:4-12
On Sunday, we will be talking about the doctrine of justification by faith. The 
word “justify” means to declare legally righteous. Note, it’s a declaration 
about a person, not an inherent quality of a person. It is God’s declaration 
over an individual who believes in Christ, not something earned by the 
individual. While we still wrestle with the presence of sin, we are 
simultaneously justified before God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, consider how 
vitally important it is to believe God’s word above seeking to feel a certain 
way about ourselves. God’s declaration about us is truer than any feeling we 
may conceive about ourselves! Continue to believe God’s word and the 
feelings will follow.

Saturday | Read Philippians 3:8-11
What’s your highest pursuit in life? Consider how it needs to change in view 
of this passage, and ask God for his Spirit to do this work in your heart.

Sunday | Read Romans 3:9-26
This is our text for today’s sermon. Pray that God’s Spirit would ready your 
mind and heart to receive it for what it is…the very word of God!

To download a PDF copy of these Devotional Thoughts or access additional 
resources, please visit our website faithbiblejoliet.org and click the RESOURCES 
tab.
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