
 
Jesus is…our Hope – November 29, 2020 
 
INTRO: 
The first week of Advent leads us into a time of hope as we look forward to the coming King. Hope is a curious thing because it’s 
something we all have. However, there is a difference between a temporary and an eternal hope, that difference being the object, 
idea, or person in which we place our hope. When we were younger, we hoped for simpler things: “I hope the tooth fairy comes. I 
hope Santa knows what I want. I hope I make the team.” As we get older, we still cling to nearly meaningless wishes, but gradually 
the deepest desires of our heart bleed into hope: “I hope I have a lasting marriage. I hope my children follow Jesus. I hope I am able 
to provide for my family. I hope my life has meaning. I hope I am not alone.” These are all very noble desires, but they also have the 
ability to disappoint. The hope of Christ, however, is not just wishful thinking. The hope of Christ is permanent and it will never 
disappoint. In times of failure, sadness, unmet expectations, and even in the depths of despair, it is the hope of Christ that gives us a 
glimpse of heaven. It brings the promise of salvation. It sets our sights on the reality of the resurrection. And it focuses our hearts on 
eternal life. Even when the world around us is falling apart, and we recognize that nothing in this life can bring us lasting hope, we 
cling desperately to the hope of Christ, our perspective turns heavenward and our present situation dissipates at the thought of 
Christ’s return. Come, Lord Jesus, the hope of humanity. 
 
ICEBREAKER 

• What was something you hoped for as a kid? 
• What was the last thing you hoped for? How did that situation work out? 

 
REFLECT & DISCUSS 

• What are some things you worry about? How can true hope change your disposition? 
• How can you regularly bring the hope of Christ to your family? Your neighborhood? Your community? 
• Do you have temporary hopes for this next year? How can the hope you have for those things be more centered 

around Christ? 
• What hope does the second coming of Christ offer? 
• What is an area of your life or a particular time of the year where it seems like you need more of Christ’s hope? 
• Why is hope important for us to have? 

 
LIVE IT OUT 
Hope is something that keeps our perspective from crumbling when we are faced with difficulties. Think of someone in 
your life that is going through a rough time. Consider a way you can lighten this time for them–bring their family a meal, 
offer to take the kids for an evening, send them an encouraging note, or perhaps find a way to be generous with your 
resources. Spread the hope of Christ by offering someone a bit of relief. 
 



 
Jesus is…our Peace – December 6, 2020 
 
INTRO 
We live in a world that only seems to grow more chaotic, criminal, and dysfunctional. While we may be tempted to mourn the 
earth’s condition, on this second week of Advent, we remember a Savior who is the Prince of Peace. God longs to bring the world 
back to a place of rightness; with the coming of Jesus, the world welcomes the peace that reigns in the truth of the universe. The 
angels appeared to the shepherds and announced, “Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth.” And everywhere Jesus went 
he brought peace: He calmed the storm; he brought peace to sick bodies; he spoke truth; and his blood brought peace to our 
relationship with a wrathful God. This week of Advent we anticipate Jesus who came in and to bring peace. But in this world, peace 
seems elusive, intangible… impossible. Presently all of creation longs to be made right. Our souls long for perfect relationships with 
our fellow man, with God, with the earth, and even with ourselves. As we wait for Jesus to come again, we crave and yearn for 
peace. So this week of Advent we also look forward to a time when peace will reign eternally—a peace we may not see currently on 
the earth, but feel in our souls and expect for the future of the world, a peace that makes relationships right, makes wars to cease, 
makes calm the waters of this life and the next. Come, Lord Jesus, our Prince of Peace. 
 
ICEBREAKER 

• What is something you’re looking forward to most about heaven? 
 
REFLECT & DISCUSS 

• What are some idols that pretend to offer peace on earth? 
• How can you live at peace with everyone? 
• Who is someone or a group of people in your life who you can advocate for? How can you bring peace to your 

community, neighborhood, or family? 
• What’s an area of your life where you need more peace? 
• How have you found God’s peace in your life? Where has he been your refuge? 
• What do you think the world would be like, or will be like, if there was peace everywhere? 

 
LIVE IT OUT 
In Matthew 5, Jesus says, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” While Advent is a time 
to anticipate the coming of Christ and the embodiment of peace, he has also called us to bring his peace to the world. 
This week, think of a relationship in your life that needs mending. As an agent of God’s peace, carefully consider what 
you can do to repair the relationship. Then this week, take one step toward peace. 
 
 
 



 
Jesus is…our Love – December 13, 2020 
 
INTRO 
This week of Advent we look forward to the coming Christ and the love he brings with him. This time of year, people often go the 
extra mile to extend love to the people around them, even strangers. Unless that stranger happens to want the last Star Wars Lego 
set on Christmas Eve...or they take too long ordering their peppermint mocha. But generally people smile more, hold doors open, 
snap less. The anticipation of Christmas puts love in the air. Love is even expressed in the popular stories we tell around Christmas. 
The story “The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry tells of a young couple who only had two possessions between them: Della’s long, 
beautiful hair and Jim’s heirloom watch. Too poor to buy each other gifts, Della, unknown to Jim, sold her beautiful hair to buy her 
husband a chain for his watch, and Jim sold his watch to buy ornate combs for his wife’s hair. Upon their realization, the reader 
discovers a picturesque model of true, sacrificial love. And true, sacrificial love did come at Christmas. Christ loved everyone 
perfectly, unconditionally, impartially, and constantly. He came to establish God’s kingdom on earth and he gave his life for our 
justification. Jesus himself tells us in Scripture that this is the greatest love. He says, “There is no greater love than to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends.” And someday when Jesus comes again, love will fill in the cracks where evil used to reign, and relationships 
will be unhindered by selfishness. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians that faith, hope and love remain, but the greatest of these is love. 
When Christ returns, faith and hope will be realized, but love will continue for the remainder of eternity. Come, Lord Jesus, 
embodiment of love. 
 
ICEBREAKER 

• Describe love in your own words. Who do you know who embodies love?  
• How does Christ love in the way you described? 

 
REFLECT & DISCUSS 

• How would the world be different if Christ hadn’t come to bring love? 
• What is the way you feel the most loved? How does God love you that way? 
• How do you show love? 
• Who is a person or group of people that is difficult for you to love? How can you work on loving them better? 
• Where do you see the love of God in your life? 
• How can you abundantly spread the love of Christ this next year? 

 
LIVE IT OUT 
Jesus once said to his disciples, “By this they will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” Love is 
certainly an important part of the Advent season, but it is an imperative part of the life of a Christ-follower. Sometime 
this week, make Christmas cookies and take them to your neighbors. Let them know you’re thinking about them and 
that you care for them! If you have a relationship with any of your neighbors and you know they don’t have a church 
home, invite them to come with you to a Christmas weekend service. 



 
Jesus is…our Joy – December 20, 2020 
 
INTRO 
Have you ever seen those ads where parents surprise their children with a trip to Disney World? Those moments are filled with pure, 
unadulterated happiness. But happiness is different from joy. Happiness is fleeting. A wonderful feeling, but fleeting nonetheless. 
With joy, a child whose birthday trip to Disney was ruined could still remain joyful knowing Mom and Dad still love, care, and value 
them. Happiness may make our hearts beat faster, but joy is the underlying heartbeat of stable emotions. The fact that Christ’s 
coming means joy for the world, then, doesn’t allude to our happiness. It speaks of our salvation. The joy of Christ is something we 
can rest our identity in because it will never fade, betray, or disappoint. The only thing that can truly satisfy us, truly sustain our joy, 
is Jesus. People, jobs, riches, power–all will mess with our stability on some level, but Jesus never will. To be whole, healthy, and 
truly satisfied, we need Jesus. The angels sang, “Do not be afraid. I bring you great news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
Today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). This week of Advent we look 
forward to a coming Christ who brings true and lasting joy. His joy permeates the foundations of our souls and offers us all of the 
acceptance, satisfaction, identity, purpose, and wealth that we need. Nothing before or since has delivered this lasting joy. So we 
anticipate the promise of a soul stabilized by the joy of Christ. And one day when he comes again, the line between joy and 
happiness will blur. We will live forever in a redeemed heaven and earth, and we will enjoy peace, hope, love, and the presence of 
our Savior for eternity. Come, Lord Jesus, the joy of the world. 
 
ICEBREAKER 

• What are some things of this world that make you happy? To what lengths do you go to chase after them? 
• How does your happiness tend to wane over time? 

 
REFLECT & DISCUSS 

• Can you tell the difference between joy and happiness in your life? In what areas? 
• What is an area of your life where you need more joy? 
• How do you respond in difficult or painful situations? What is your automatic reaction? 
• How can you add the joy of Christ to moments of disappointment, weakness, or despair? 
• How can you let joy be a part of your everyday existence? 

 
LIVE IT OUT 
In John 17, Jesus prayed that his disciples would have the full measure of his joy. Part of the way we experience the joy 
of Christ is through relationships and community. This week, do something out of the ordinary with your family, small 
group, or community. Take a break from everyday tasks and reflect on how the Coming King wants to bring joy and 
satisfaction to your souls. As the church, we are also called to spread joy to this earth. Sometime this week, bring hot 
chocolate or coffee to a few Salvation Army bell ringers. Let them know that even in the mundane, this season is about 
spreading the joy of Christ. 


