
 
Ephesians 3:20-21 New International Version (NIV) 
20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
 
Review the sermon outline.  Share any insights or questions you have about the passage/sermon.  Summarize 
the main idea of the sermon in 1-2 sentences. 
 

• Would you describe yourself as a rule keeper or a rule breaker? Why?  
 
In Acts 15 a debate erupts concerning what is necessary for salvation. While Paul and Barnabas maintained that 
God welcomed Gentiles on the basis of God’s unmerited grace alone, some said there were other requirements. 
This created a division in the church that needed to be settled.  
 

• Look at Acts 15:1 and 5. Why do you think these believers were saying Gentiles needed to be 
circumcised and obey the Law of Moses to be saved?  

• How did this challenge the biblical position that “it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are 
saved?” 

• How would you define grace?  
• If the Law was not given as a path to salvation, what was it for? (See Romans 3:19-20 and Galatians 

3:23-25) 
• How would Christianity be different if the outcome of this debate had gone the other way?  
• What are some things churches or denominations today add to salvation by grace alone?  
• Read Ephesians 2:8-9. Why doesn’t anyone deserve God’s grace?  
• How did you become aware of the grace that God has shown you? When did you receive the gift of new 

life? The next verse is Ephesians 2:10. Now that you have received God’s grace and the penalty for sin 
has been removed, how do you see the workmanship of God changing you and how you live your life?  

 



LIVE IT OUT: Spend this week thanking God for his grace to you through Jesus and ask him to guide you into 
the life and work he has for you.  
 


