
Celebrating God’s Promises – March 17 
 

• Do you consider yourself a patient person?  Why or Why not? 
• Would the people closest to you consider you a patient person?  Why or Why not? 
• They say patience is a virtue.  Do you agree with this statement? 
• Why is patience so important? 

 
Patience can be difficult. Abram was a person of great faith, but he still became exasperated while waiting for 
God to fulfill God’s promises. In fact, Abram questioned God directly about the delay. Abram’s questioning 
created an opportunity for his relationship with God to grow and for his faith to deepen. 
 
Ready Genesis 15:1-4 
 

• Abram has a close relationship with God in which he feels safe questioning God directly about his 
concerns. Can you think of other biblical characters who exhibit such intimacy and directness with 
God? How are their relationships with God similar to and different from Abram’s? 

• Would you be comfortable being as direct with God as Abram was? Why or why not? 
• When have you been honest and transparent with God about your concerns?  
• When have you prayed about them in a straightforward way?  
• What response(s) did you receive?  
• Were you able to practice patient waiting?  
• Did you find yourself becoming impatient? 
• How can times of questioning lead to strengthened faith and a deeper relationship with God? 

 
Read Genesis 15:5-6 
 



Abram takes God’s promises seriously enough to ask questions about them. This episode of question and 
response provides an opportunity for their relationship to deepen. Abram becomes more deeply aware of 
God’s commitment. He can look at the night sky to be reminded of God’s faithfulness.  God comes to us in 
many ways that might seem ordinary or mundane in comparison to Abram’s vision, but they communicate 
God’s commitment to relationship just as powerfully and profoundly. 
 

• What are some of the “everyday” ways God comes to you that communicate His faithfulness and 
commitment? 

 
Read Genesis 15:7-18 
 
Abram again has questions and concerns about God’s promise. It might seem strange that just two verses 
after Abram “believed the LORD, and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness,” Abram again questions 
God. These stories make clear that having questions and expressing doubts do not impede faith; in fact, such 
actions are crucial in an authentic journey of faith. Abram’s questioning provides an opportunity for God to 
show the extent of God’s commitment, which leads in turn to the deepening of Abram’s faith in and 
relationship with God.  God tells Abram that he can know this for certain.  Abram can know that God’s 
promises remain valid no matter how much time passes while awaiting their fulfillment. 
 

• What do you find appealing about the ways God responds to Abram?  
• What do you find challenging or unsettling?  
• What are some of the promises of God that you might question?  
• As Christians, how can we know for certain that God will keep his promises? 

 
Prayer:  What a difference it will make in our spiritual lives if we treat our questions and concerns as Abram 
did—as opportunities to approach God in complete honesty! We should embrace our questions and concerns 
with respect, guarding and tending them with care, because each represents an opportunity to grow in our 
faith journey. Prayerfully reflect on your abiding questions and concerns. Make a list of the most pressing 
ones. Write a prayer presenting them to God. Revisit your list occasionally, updating your questions and 
concerns as needed. 
 


