
PRAYERS
OF HOPE
14 days to help you pray for the vulnerable children 
and families in your church and community.
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 1 The Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not 

know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 

Romans 8:26

There is so much turmoil and 
despair in our world today. It can 
be overwhelming when we are 

bombarded by stories of suffering. What 
do we do when we hear that there are 153 
million orphans and vulnerable children in 
the world? We pray. We find hope in our 
Father who knows them each by name and 
who promises to join us in our suffering. 
Today, ask God to open your heart to care 
for the most vulnerable in our community 
and around the world. Ask Him to comfort 
those who are suffering.
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There are over 400,000 children 
in the United States foster care 
system in 2019. Over 100,000 of 

them are waiting to be adopted into 
forever homes. Pray that more Christian 
families would step up to welcome these 
kids into loving, Christ-centered homes.

Get involved: Educate yourself by 
reading about foster care stats and 
outcomes online.

Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful 
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’ 

Matthew 9:37
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 3 A father to the fatherless, a defender of 

widows, is God in his holy dwelling. God sets 
the lonely in families.

Psalm 68:5-6a

As of October 2019 there are 
over 9,800 kids in foster care 
in Kentucky and over 18,000 in 

Indiana. Pray for children who are currently 
in foster care. Pray that God would place 
these lonely children in Christian families 
who would love them and point them to 
Christ.

Get involved: Learn more about foster 
care in your region.
Kentucky: https://prdweb.chfs.ky.gov/
kyfaces 
Indiana: https://www.in.gov/dcs/4046.
htm
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God’s heart is for those on the 
margins. Because of His Spirit 
inside us, it’s part of our DNA to 

care for those who are oppressed and 
often overlooked. Pray that your heart 
would be open to listen to the Holy 
Spirit’s leading as you explore what it 
looks like to engage with vulnerable 
children and families in our community 
and across the globe.

Get involved: Talk with those close to 
you about how you are uniquely gifted 
to care for those on the margins.

“Since we live by the Spirit, let 
us keep in step with the Spirit.” 

Galatians 5:25



D
A

Y
 5 For just as each of us has one body with many 

members, and these members do not all have the 
same function, so in Christ we, though many, form 

one body, and each member belongs to all the 
others. We have different gifts, according to the 

grace given to each of us.
 Romans 12:4-6

Every local church is made up of 
individuals with unique gifts and 
perspectives enabling us to serve 

together in specific ways. Pray for your 
local church to reach hurting children 
in the community and the world. We all 
have good intentions, but we don’t always 
follow through. Pray that God would lead 
your church toward something specific 
you can do to serve your community.

Get involved: Reach out to your adoption and 
foster care team to learn about opportunities to 
serve families in your church and community. 



I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has 
been making it grow. So neither the one who plants 

nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who 
makes things grow. The one who plants and the one 
who waters have one purpose and they will each be 

rewarded according to their own labor. For we are co-
workers in God’s service.

1 Corinthians 3:6-9
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God is at work in our world and in the 
lives of vulnerable kids and families. 
Every one of us can do something to 

step into this work. Pray for God to show each 
of us the part He’s asking us to play.

Get Involved: 
• Support families in crisis or mentor foster youth – 
ocakids.org
• Advocate for the unborn at a crisis pregnancy 
center.
• Become a Court Appointed Special Advocate. Visit 
casariverregion.org or casavoiceclark.org to learn 
more
• Review cases to help families with the Foster 
Care Review Board https://kcoj.kycourts.net/
CFCRBVolunteers/Application/Welcome
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 7 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you 

and protect you from the evil one.” 
 2 Thessalonians 3:3

He gives strength to the weary and increases the 
power of the weak.

 Isaiah 40:29

Pray for social workers, child 
protective service workers, 
residential foster care home workers, 

therapists, and other workers in your city, 
county, state. They are all carrying a heavy 
weight of responsibility and often aren’t 
adequately supported. 

Get involved: Consider dropping off 
cookies or Starbucks gift cards for social
workers at your local DCBS office. 
Kentucky: https://prdweb.chfs.ky.gov/
Office_Phone/index.aspx
Indiana: https://www.in.gov/dcs/3986.
htm
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Each year 23,000 young people age out 
of the foster care system in the United 
States. These kids do not have stable 

families to go home to and have not been 
adopted into a new family. Pray that the 
enemy would have no authority over these 
young people. Pray that they would find 
true freedom and adoption into God’s family 
through faith in Jesus. Pray against a spirit of 
loneliness.

Get involved: Become a life coach to a teen 
or young adult in foster care. Visit www.
orphancarealliance.org/lifecoaching for 
more information.

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 
adoption as sons, by Whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ 
The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 

we are children of God.
 Romans 8: 15-16
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 9 But God will never forget the needy; the hope of the 

afflicted will never perish. 
Psalm 9:18

If anyone has material possessions and sees a 
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, 

how can the love of God be in that person? 
1 John 3:17

Pray for families who are working 
hard to stay together. Many of these 
families have experienced deep 

loss and ongoing poverty. Pray that the 
Lord would use us to bring them hope by 
meeting both physical and spiritual needs.

Get involved: Sign up for OCA Gateway 
to meet tangible needs in the community. 
Visit ocagateway.org for more 
information.
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Many families in our community are 
experiencing extreme hardships. 
Pray for these vulnerable children 

and families to know the hope and 
restorative power of Jesus. Pray that they 
will experience God’s grace, goodness 
and life through what He has done for us 
in Jesus. Just as Jesus entered into our 
brokenness, we too can step toward those 
who are hurting.

Get involved: Become a Safe 
Harbor volunteer. Visit https://www.
orphancarealliance.org/safe-harbor for 
more information and upcoming training 
dates.

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid 
down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our 

lives for our brothers and sisters. 
1 John 3:16
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Pray for the adoptive families in your 

church. Pray for couples that are 
enduring long seasons of waiting for 

their kids to come home. Pray for families 
transitioning new children into their home. 
Pray for families with older children who are 
dealing with the difficult parts of their story 
and grieving in new ways. Pray for endurance 
for parents who have been in the trenches of 
parenting kids with trauma for long months 
and years.

Get involved: Contact your adoption team 
to learn about ways to serve and support 
adoptive families in your church.

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever 
you face trials of many kinds, because you know that 

the testing of your faith produces perserverance. 
 James 1:2
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2Pray for each of the adopted kids in your 
church to know that they were known, 
wanted, chosen by God before the 

foundation of the world to be brought into 
His family. Pray for healing of wounds and 
demolition of lies.

Get involved: Offer tangible gifts like meals 
or gift cards to families you know are going 
through a particularly difficult season.

My frame was not hidden from you when I was made 
in the secret place, when I was woven together in the 

depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; 
all the days ordained for me were written in your book 

before one of them came to be. 
Psalm 139:15
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Pray for God to raise up more families 

in your church willing to adopt or 
foster. The need seems daunting, but 

we can make a huge impact with even just 
one family from each church opening their 
home to foster care or adoption. Pray for 
the next generation of Christ followers to 
see the need and begin to step into it at a 
young age.

Get involved: Invite your children to 
pray with you for foster families in your 
church, orphaned children around the 
world, and kids experiencing foster 
care right in your community. Visit 
orphancarealliance.org/calendar to find 
upcoming foster care training dates and 
Adoption Options classes.

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech 
but with actions and in truth.

1 John 3:18
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4Pray that God would show you YOUR 
next step to care for vulnerable kids 
and families as you walk in obedience 

to Him. Ask with boldness and confidence 
knowing that God will not call you into 
something He is not also going to empower 
you to do.

Prayerfully consider all the opportunities 
listed in the previous pages.

And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his 
commands. As you have heard from the beginning, 

his command is that you walk in love. 
2 John 1:6


