
 
 
Who is your favorite superhero?  Why? 
 
Superheroes tend to swoop in after the tragedy and try to save the day.  Jesus doesn’t have to swoop in after 
tragedy strikes because he is already there.  How have you experienced this in your own life?  How has Jesus 
been there for you in the face of tragedy and difficult circumstances? 
 
Romans 5:1-11 New Living Translation (NLT) 
5 Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our 
faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory. 
3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of character, and 
character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. 5 And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given 
us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. 
6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, 
though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we 
were still sinners. 9 And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 10 For since our 
friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. 11 So now we can 
rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God. 

 
 
 
 
 
Jesus is there restoring confidence. (Romans 5:1-2) 
 

• What has caused you to doubt your relationship with God and your standing before him? 
• How does Jesus restore our confidence in our relationship with him? 
• How does it encourage you to know that you can call Jesus brother? 
• What scares you about the idea of being fully known and fully loved? What confidence do you gain 

from knowing that in Christ you are fully known and fully loved? 
 

Romans 5:1-11 New Living Translation (NLT) 
5 Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace[a] with God because of what Jesus Christ our 
Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, 
and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory. 
3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance. 4 And endurance 
develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. 5 And this hope will not lead to 
disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. 
6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be 
willing to die for an upright person, though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 8 But 
God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 9 And since we have been made right 
in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 10 For since our friendship with God 
was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. 11 So 
now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God. 
 



Jesus is there transforming trials. (Romans 5:3-5) 
 

• When people look at us how do they see us reacting to our situations and circumstances?   
• What difficult situations or circumstances are you facing right now?  How are you handling this 

moment?  In fear or in faith knowing that God is restoring all things? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• What trials are you facing right now?  How can we see our present trials as an opportunity? 
 
Jesus is there restoring when we were rebelling. (Romans 5:6, 10) 
 

• How do you respond when someone rebels against you (i.e. your children)?   
• How did God respond to our rebellion? 
• How does God’s response to us in our rebellion give us confidence today? 
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Jesus is there restoring friendship. (Romans 5:11) 
 

• Jesus doesn’t just restore us by taking care of our sins but he makes us his friends.  It doesn’t stop 
there.  It restores the ability for us to be friends with one another.  What can you do to see to restore a 
relationship in your life today? 

• How can God use us to bring about restoration around us? 
 

Jesus is there…to restore us…to what we were designed to be…let Him. 
 
 

Digging Deeper: Read the story of Joseph (Genesis 37-50) or the story of Esther (Esther 1-10).  Jeff said, 
“God doesn’t cause our trials but he takes them and gives them purpose.”  God can use our trials for our 
good and for the good of those around us.  We have the opportunity to use the circumstances we are in 
right now to demonstrate the confidence and hope we have from being in a restored relationship with 
Jesus. 
 
Genesis 50:20 New Living Translation (NLT) 
20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so I could save the lives of many people. 
 
Esther 4:14 New Living Translation (NLT) 
14 If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if 
perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?” 
 
 

Remember what God did when we were still his enemies rebelling against him?  Instead of destroying us 
he sent his son to save us.  Imagine what he will do now that we are restored in to right relationship with 
him.   
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A National Day of Prayer: 
• Ask God in his mercy to stop this pandemic and save lives – not only in our communities but around the world, 

particularly in places that are unequipped medically to deal with the virus (Isaiah 59:1-2) 
• Pray for President Donald Trump and other government leaders – international, federal, state, and local – to have 

the wisdom to direct us in the best courses of action for prevention and care (Romans 13:1-4) 
• Pray that God will give us wisdom in this moment of fear as the foundations of what we know are shaken, that others 

would realize how fragile life is and how real eternity is, and they would see their need to turn to God (Psalm 90:12) 
• Ask God to use us and our Christian brothers and sisters around the globe, using this global crisis to advance His 

Good News to the whole world (Mark 16:15)  


