
 
 

• What are some of the ways life has changed for you over the last few weeks? 
• How have you seen people behaving selfishly? 
• What are some selfless acts you’ve seen recently? 

 

The problem of selfishness. (Philippians 2:3-4) 
 

• How do you think it would feel to be famous for a day?   
• Do you like being the center of attention?  Why or why not? 
• What are some ways you try to gain glory for yourself?  What are some things you do to be accepted or 

sought after or feel significant?  How can this cause conflict or strife in your relationships? 
• What are some areas in your life where you tend to behave selfishly?  Where do you find yourself 

focused more on your own interests than the interests of others?  How does this affect your 
relationships? 

 
 
 
 

 
• Is there a difference between ambition and selfish ambition? 
• How does selfishness lead to “disorder and EVERY evil practice”? 

 
The solution is Jesus. (Philippians 2:5) 
 

• What are some ways we attempt to deal with our own sin and selfishness?  Why doesn’t this work? 
• How does looking to Jesus and what he did for us help us overcome our selfishness? 

 
 

James 3:16 New International Version (NIV) 
16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 
 



Jesus is God. (Philippians 2:6) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• What evidence is there to support Jesus’ claim to be God? 
• Why is it so important to believe that Jesus really was who he claimed to be, that Jesus is God?  What 

difference does this make? 
 
Jesus is there in humility. (Philippians 2:6-8) 
 

• What are some of the ways you are seeking stability and comfort in this life? 
• How did Jesus forsake those things for you? 

 
The path to greatness is marked by humility and service. (Philippians 2:9-11) 
 

• Who are some examples of great leaders? 
• What is it that makes a leader great? 
• We love leaders who use their power to serve.  How did Jesus do that for us? 

 
If…then… (Philippians 2:1) 
 

• How do we respond to what Jesus has done for us?   
• Because Jesus gave up everything for you, what can you now give up for the sake of others?  What 

would be the hardest thing for you to give up for someone else? 
• What would it look like for you to live 2-3 steps behind where people of your stature and salary live so 

that you could live like Jesus?   
• What would it look like for you to put the interests of others above your own? 
• How do you respond when you feel like your rights have been infringed upon?  What are some ways 

you can willingly give up your rights for the sake of someone else? 
 
 

Digging Deeper: 
 
Jesus claimed to be equal to His Father (John 10:30).  He says that to see him is to see the Father (John 
14:9).  Jesus claimed to exist prior to his incarnation (John 8:58).  To the Jews to whom Jesus was 
speaking they would have recognized the phrase “I am” in John 8:58 as referring to the name of God 
from the Old Testament (Exodus 3:14).  Of course Jewish officials did not believe Jesus’ claim to divinity.  
They considered him a mere man who simply claimed to be God (John 10:30). 

You can’t make yourself humble, but you can be humbled.  The way you’re humbled is 
you stand next to greatness. 
 
Read Psalm 8, 19, 147, 148.  Spend some time praying and reflecting on the greatness of 
God. 


