
 

Week 2: Divine Human 
Hebrews 1 & 2 

 
Anytime you meet someone new what’s one of the first questions you tend to ask? “So, what do you do?” The 
conversation quickly turns to what we do or where we work. One of the problems we have when we talk 
about Jesus is we often jump straight to the work of Christ before talking about the person of Christ. Here at 
the beginning of Hebrews the writer introduces us to Jesus – not just what he does, but who he is…The Divine 
Human. 
 
Within the first few verses of this letter we are already confronted with the divinity of Jesus. He is described as 
“the exact imprint” of God (1:3). No human son is the exact imprint or the exact representation of his father – 
close but not exact. Jesus however is the exact imprint. He shares the same divine nature. He is fully God.  
 
“He upholds the universe” (1:3). Here the writer is pointing to the divinity of Christ. God is the one who 
sustains and upholds the world (Psalm 104), but here Jesus is being described as doing those things. The 
author has taken attributes which are given to God throughout the Old Testament and ascribed them to Jesus. 
In 1:6 the angels worship him. This verse is quoting Deuteronomy 32:43 where angels worship Yahweh but 
here they worship Jesus (again pointing to the divinity of Christ). People may find angels mesmerizing but the 
angels are mesmerized by Jesus. In 1:8 God is speaking about the son and calls him God. In 1:10-12 we see the 
contrast between creation and the Son. Creation is subject to decay, change, and destruction but the person 
of Christ is unending and unchanging. He is eternal. In 1:13 Jesus reign and rules as king over all. The writer’s 
method for proving the divinity and superiority of Jesus is to use Scriptures from the Old Testament. The Old 
Testament doesn’t just talk about Jesus; it is all about Jesus (Luke 24:27). He gives us seven Old Testament 
passages (this number is a sign of completion in the Bible) in chapters 1 and 2 to help the reader begin to see 
that all of the Old Testament is about Jesus. It all points to him. He is fully God.  



 
But not only is Jesus fully God, he is also fully man. Hebews 2:9 points to the incarnation, the humanity of 
Jesus. The world says what we need is better education, better government, better leaders, greater equality. 
But if we are the problem we can’t be the solution. What we need is not education or government programs. 
For humans to be restored to the glory and honor God intended what we need is a perfect human to 
represent us, someone to take our place and succeed where we failed. Enter Jesus!   
 
Jesus was like us in every way except he was without sin (2:17). Throughout Jesus’s life and ministry, He 
experienced emotions and sensations that every one of us has experienced in our lives. He was conceived by 
and born to an ordinary woman (Matthew 1:18; Luke 1:31; Matthew 1:16, 25; 2:2; Luke 2:7, 11). He “grew in 
wisdom and stature,” which means He grew physically and intellectually (Luke 2:52). He became hungry and 
thirsty (Matthew 4:2; 21:18; John 4:7; 19:28). He became weary and He slept (John 4:6; Matthew 8:24; Mark 
4:38). He felt sorrow and grief, and when a dear friend of His died, He wept (Isaiah 53:3–4; Luke 22:44; John 
11:33; 12:27; Luke 19:41; John 11:35). Even in those situations which we will likely never experience, Jesus 
demonstrated His full humanity. During His arrest, trial, and execution, Jesus endured all manner of indignities 
(Luke 23:11). Soldiers spat in His face and punched Him (Matthew 26:67; Luke 22:64). He was flogged with a 
whip (Matthew 27:26; John 19:1), nailed to a cross (Luke 23:33), and run through with a spear (John 19:34). 
Jesus’s human body responded to these assaults the way ours would. He was bloodied and bruised and He 
ultimately died (John 19:30) and was buried (Matthew 27:59–60; Mark 15:46). The New Testament is clear: 
Jesus fully partook of our flesh and blood (John 1:14; Hebrews 2:14). He was a real human being. In all ways 
except for our sinfulness, Jesus was just like us (Hebrews 4:15). 
 
The writer points us to the sufferings and temptations of Jesus to find encouragement in meeting our own 
temptations (2:18). Jesus understands what it is like to be tempted. Have you ever felt abandoned or alone? 
Jesus is the man of sorrows (Isaiah 53:3) rejected and put to death by his own people. Ever felt the grief of 
losing someone you love? Jesus has  (John 11:35). Have you ever been lied to? He was betrayed by a close 
friend, falsely accused by priests and ridiculed by soldiers. Money problems (Matthew 8:20)? Misunderstood 
by family (Mark 3:21)? Stressed (Luke 22:44)? Suffering and temptation are the things that marked Jesus’ 
human experience. No one could ever go to Jesus and say you don’t understand my life. He became like us in 
every way. Except he was without sin.  
 
And this was necessary. “He HAD to be made like his brothers in every respect” (2:17). There was no other 
way. This is why Jesus’ prayer in the Garden went unanswered. The only way Jesus’ death can apply to us is if 
he became like us in every way (2:14). To save those who were flesh and blood he had to become flesh and 
blood. Christianity stands and falls on the incarnation. Jesus is fully God and fully man – The Divine Human. 
Those who reject this as impossible simply have a different definition of what is “possible” than God has, as 
revealed in Scripture.  To say that we cannot understand this is appropriate humility. But to say that it is not 
possible seems more like intellectual arrogance. Failing to understand something does not mean that it is 
impossible, only that our understanding is limited. Even though we may not fully understand it, we have to 
affirm that Jesus is fully God and fully man. Your salvation depends on it. Jesus had to be fully God in order to 
bear the full penalty for all the sins of all those who would believe in him, but he also had to be fully man in 
order for the payment to be applied to us.   
 
When we consider who Jesus was, the divine human it should fill us with a sense of awe and wonder. When 
you look at the description of Jesus in these two chapters (and how Jesus is described throughout the rest of 
Hebrews) we get a sense of wonder about Jesus. Jesus is greater. There is nothing more beautiful, wonderful, 
satisfying or extraordinary than him. Hebrews gives us a clear, detailed understanding of exactly how and why 
Jesus is better than anything else to help prevent us from drifting away from our faith (Hebrews 2:1). None of 
us are thinking about giving up on Jesus to go back to sacrifices but we are tempted to look to other things we 



think may be better (work, money, relationships, etc.). Don’t be so easily impressed. Christ is greater. 
Apparently the thing the original readers were impressed by was angels. It doesn’t matter what the particular 
distraction is for us the point is the same. Don’t be so easily impressed with the things of the world because 
once you see Jesus in his glory those things pale in comparison. He is superior to all things. Elizabeth Elliot 
says, “If there is a person who really does hold the universe together by the word of his power is that the kind 
of person you ask into your life to be your personal assistant?  
 
Take a few minutes to re-read Hebrews 1 and 2. As you do, consider Jesus – not just what he did but who he 
is…The Divine Human. Does your reaction to Jesus match the weight of his glory? 
 
 
 


