
 
 
Judah was facing destruction from Babylon and it was not only ok with God it 
was orchestrated by God. In the midst of this situation Habakkuk gives us an 
amazing example praying through the storm of life and giving Glory to God in 
spite of everything.  
 
Habakkuk features an intense dialogue with God as the prophet struggles to 
reconcile the sovereignty of God with the actions of God.  Although Habakkuk 
knows the God is sovereign, his experience in everyday life seems to reflect 
something very different.  Habakkuk is deeply disturbed by current state of affairs 
in the nation of Judah, and he pleads to God to do something about it.  But 
Habakkuk wasn’t ready for God’s response.  He struggled to reconcile God’s 
response with the actions of a good God but in the end Habakkuk resolves to trust 
in God and praise him in the storms.  Join us in this three week journey through 
Habakkuk as we learn to trust God and pray through the storms. 
 
MEMORY VERSE: 
 
Habakkuk 2:14 New International Version (NIV) 
14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the 
waters cover the sea. 
 



Habakkuk 1: Real Talk with God (April 19) 
 
The book of Habakkuk begins with a heightened sense of tension because things are not the 
way they ought to be and the prophet Habakkuk is deeply troubled by the situation. His 
prophecy commences with what is essentially the question, “What’s wrong with this picture?” 
 

• How would you answer that question today?  What’s wrong with this picture? 
 
Read Habakkuk 1:2-4 
 
Habakkuk begins with a lament, a prayer expressing his deep frustration and perplexity.  It 
would seek that Habakkuk has been crying out to God, calling out to Him, begging Him to do 
something with no response from God (Job 19:7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David’s agony is real, and so is Habakkuk’s agony.   
 

• When have you experienced this kind of agony in your life?   
• Think about a time when you felt like God had forgotten you? 
• Have you ever asked God, “How long?” What was the issue for you? 

 
Habakkuk’s lament is not only a lament; it is also a prayer. Lamenting in prayer is better than 
just lamenting alone. We can learn from this prophet’s example of a lament to God in the form 
of a prayer. We can learn what it looks like to have real talk with God.  
 
God responds to Habakkuk in verses 5-11, but God’s response catches Habakkuk completely off 
guard.  He cannot believe that when God finally breaks his silence, when God finally does 
something, that this is how he would respond, by bringing discipline on the Israelites through 
an even more sinful nation – Babylon.  
 

Digging Deeper:   
 
Psalm 13:1 New International Version (NIV) 
1 How long, LORD? Will you forget me forever? 
    How long will you hide your face from me? 
 
Habakkuk’s prayer seems reminiscent of King David in Psalm 13:1.  Read the rest of Psalm 
13.  How does David end this Psalm?  How is it David is able to trust in God and praise him 
even in the face of such uncertainty?   
 
David declared “he has been good to me.”  Where have you experienced the goodness of 
God? 



• Why was Habakkuk so upset with God’s first answer in 1:5-11?  
• Have you ever received an answer from God that you did not like? 
• How do you react when God doesn’t act the way you think he should, when he doesn’t 

answer your prayers the way you hoped he would? 
 
Just when we think we have everything figured out about God’s purpose, we come to learn that 
His ways are higher than ours. In Isaiah 55:8-9 the Lord says, “For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, and your ways are not My ways.” This is the Lord’s declaration. “For as heaven is 
higher than earth, so My ways are higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your 
thoughts.” 
 
Read Habakkuk 1:12-17 
 
Habakkuk acknowledges that God is eternal, that He is holy, that He is his Rock.  But he still 
seems to be struggling to reconcile the character of God with the actions of God.  If all these 
things are true of God – if God is holy, if God is eternal, if God is his rock and firm foundation - 
then why would the Lord allow the wicked Babylonians to swallow up Judah even though Judah 
is more righteous? The character of God doesn’t seem to match the actions of God.  Why would 
God all His people to be annihilated by Babylon - another group of people that seem to deserve 
God’s judgment even more that the Israelites do? How does God appoint Babylon to execute 
judgment and punish Judah for its sins against God without violating God’s own standard of 
judgment, since God is holy and the Babylonians are worse sinners than God’s people, Judah?  
The question in verse 17 is rhetorical. Will God continue to allow the wickedness of Babylon to 
go unpunished while they punish everyone else, including Judah? These are not questions of 
doubt, but rather they are questions coming out of a deep faith seeking understanding of the 
deep things of God.   
 

• Describe the character of God.  How do you know that these things are true about God?  
How does God reveal himself to us in the Bible? 

• When in your life have you struggled to reconcile the character of God with the actions 
(or inactions) of God? 
 

In his prayer the prophet wrestles with serious theological challenges to his faith. His wrestling 
is honest, blunt, and raw. Sometimes the strongest and most mature Christians can find 
themselves wrestling with God just like Habakkuk. 
 
What are we to think when God does something beyond comprehension? The wisdom of 
Proverbs 3:5-6 is instructive in such cases: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely 
on your own understanding; think about Him in all your ways, and He will guide you on the right 
paths.” Faith precedes understanding, not the reverse. We must trust the Lord even when we 
do not understand everything.  
 
Spend some time in some honest, real talk with God. 
 



Habakkuk 2: Listening To God (April 26) 
 
Read Habakkuk 2:1  
 
Habakkuk concludes his prayer from chapter 1 declaring “I will stand at my watch and station 
myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me”.  Habakkuk resolves to wait for 
an answer from God, and God does in fact answer him as we will see in the rest of chapter 2.   
 

• In general would you consider yourself to be a good listener? 
• What makes someone a good listener? 
• How are we to listen to God? 

 
We aren’t sure how long Habakkuk had to wait for God’s reply.  Whatever the length of time, it 
was probably agonizing for the prophet, especially since he had determined to put everything 
else on hold until he heard from the Lord in reply to his complaint. God’s response is not based 
on our terms but on His terms. He does not respond according to human timetables but rather 
His own sovereign timetable. In our day we are accustomed to instant everything: instant news, 
instant food, instant solutions. But this is not the way our Creator often works. He requires faith 
and patience in walking with Him. There are very few instant solutions to the challenging 
realities of life. Things often do not go the way we plan, and things often do not happen as fast 
as we want. Like the prophet Habakkuk, we must learn to exercise patient trust in waiting for 
the Lord to give an answer to whatever we need. God’s answer is always worth the wait. Isaiah 
30:18 says, “The Lord is a just God. All who wait patiently for Him are happy.” 
 

• Think about some times in your life when God has answered your prayer.  How long did 
you have to wait?  What did you do while you waited?  How did God answer your 
prayer?  Looking back how was His answer and His timing perfect? 

• What are you waiting for right now?  How long have you been waiting?  Are you growing 
impatient?  Why or why not? 

 
Read Habakkuk 2:2-3 
 
The vision was to be written so that it could be preserved. The importance of the written record 
of God’s word cannot be overstated. God affirms the trustworthiness of the written vision—
that it will reveal the truth and not lie. It will not lie because God cannot lie (Heb 6:18). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Digging Deeper: 
 
Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17; Hebrews 4:12; Isaiah 55:11 
 
What do these passages tell us about the power and purpose of God’s Word? When you 
are waiting for an answer from God and listening to Him, how do you listen?  How do you 
know when God speaks to you?  What role does the Bible play in your prayer life?  



The Bible is the way to actually hear God speaking and also to meet God himself.  This is not to 
say that God never guides our thoughts or prompts us to choose wise courses of action, but 
that we cannot be SURE he is speaking to us unless we read it in the Scripture.  The only place 
we can go and know without a doubt that God will speak to us is in His Word.  As Timothy Keller 
puts it, “Our prayers should arise out of immersion in the Scripture. We should “plunge 
ourselves into the sea” of God’s language, the Bible. We should listen, study, think, reflect, and 
ponder the Scriptures until there is an answering response in our hearts and minds…God speaks 
to us in his Word, and we respond in prayer, entering into the divine conversation, into 
communion with God” (Timothy Keller, Prayer: Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God).  
 

• What is the last think you read in the Bible? 
• How has God been speaking to you through his Word recently? 

 
If you have a personal relationship with someone you will regularly be confused and infuriated 
by him or her.  
 

• Think about someone you love.  What’s something they did that seemed out of 
character, that confused you or frustrated you? 
 

So, too, you will be regularly confounded by the God you meet in the Scriptures—as well as 
amazed and comforted (much like Habakkuk was). Your prayer must be firmly connected to and 
grounded in your reading of the Word. This wedding of the Bible and prayer anchors your life 
down in the real God. 
 

• What do we know about God from the Bible?  How does He reveal Himself in His Word? 
• What have you read in Scripture that affects you the most deeply? 
• What does God reveal to Habakkuk (and us) about Himself in chapters 1 and 2? 

 
Read Habakkuk 2:18-20 
 
Habakkuk contrasts these false idols who cannot speak, with being in the awesome presence of 
the one true God. “The Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him.” The 
Lord is not mute, dumb, deaf, and powerless like the idol gods. He is enthroned in His temple. 
He is reigning over the universe He created. He is sovereign in all things. God is in control even 
when everything and everyone seems out of control. The whole world should be in silent 
reverence before His holy presence. Habakkuk began his prayer in chapter 1 frustrated and 
complaining to God feeling like God was silent, but he ends here silenced by the powerful word 
of God.  When we find ourselves in the presence of the Lord in worship, it can 
profoundly transform our perspective on all things in this world.  
 
 
 
 
Spend a few minutes in silence, reflecting on who God is and worshipping Him. 

Psalm 46:10 New International Version (NIV) 
10 He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in 
the earth.” 
 



Habakkuk 3: Praising Him In Everything (May 3) 
 

• What is it about God that you find confusing or even frustrating? 
• How do you tend to respond to these concerns? 

 
Read Habakkuk 2:20 
 
It is fitting that Habakkuk’s intense dialogue with God in chapters 1–2 now rises into prayer and 
worship, especially coming after Habakkuk 2:20 in which we see the Lord enthroned in His holy 
temple.  
 
Read Habakkuk 3:2 
 
Habakkuk confesses that he has heard the report about the Lord, but now he stands in awe of 
the works of the Lord. It’s as if he were saying, “I heard, but now I see!” His real, honest, raw 
conversation with God has now given way to a sense of awe at who God is.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• When is the last time you felt a sense of awe and wonder? 
• When you stop to consider who God is and all that He has done, what is it about God 

that fills you with a sense of awe and wonder? 
 
Read Habakkuk 3:17-19 
 

• What kind of response did Habakkuk have to the thought of the coming judgments?  
• Why would Habakkuk rejoice even though there is bad news for God’s people?  
• How has Habakkuk’s attitude changed from chapters 1 and 2?  
• What changed him? 

 
Habakkuk has resolved in his heart that he will trust the Lord whatever happens. “Though the 
fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the 

Digging Deeper: 
 
Job 42:5-6 New International Version (NIV) 
5 My ears had heard of you 
    but now my eyes have seen you. 
6 Therefore I despise myself 
    and repent in dust and ashes.” 
 
Habakkuk’s experience is reminiscent of Job’s confession here in Job 42.  Through an honest 
conversation with God, through waiting on God and listening to Him, Habakkuk has grown in 
maturity and faith.  What he has learned about God leaves him in awe of God. 



fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I 
will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he 
makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to tread on the heights.”   
 
Habakkuk has come a long way on his spiritual journey from complaint to contentment. In the 
beginning Habakkuk was deeply disturbed by all he had seen around him in, but now he has 
become deeply determined to trust in the Lord. Habakkuk will rejoice in the good news of God 
our Savior even though there is bad news for Judah. The good news is that God is faithful even 
when we are not faithful. Like Habakkuk, we can also walk on the heights when we put our 
trust in the sovereignty of our God who reigns over all the nations of the earth. When the Lord 
is our strength, we can rise above the troubles of this world and say like Habakkuk, “He enables 
me to tread on the heights!” 
 

• What are some situations you are facing right now that you find yourself complaining 
about? 

• How can you find contentment even if your situation doesn’t change? 
• How can you choose joy even in the storms? 
• What do you do to keep your faith strong while you are waiting for an answer from 

God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Psalm 8, 19, 147, 148.   
 
Spend some time praying and reflecting on the greatness of God. 
 

Double Fisted Faith 
 
Read Daniel 3.   
 
17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, 
and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you 
to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you 
have set up. 
 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego demonstrated a double-fisted faith where they 
believe that God is able, but even if he doesn’t he is still the only one worthy of our 
worship.  Where in your life do you need that kind of double-fisted faith right now – 
where you know God is able but even if he doesn’t he’s still worth? 


