
4	The	World	(Sermon	Resources)	

Hope	for	the	World!	(May	6)	

Prayer:	Talk	with	God	about	the	gifts	He	has	given	you.	Ask	Him	to	confirm	your	thinking,	or	to	adjust	it	as	necessary.	
Ask	Him	for	opportunities	to	use	your	gifts	in	His	service.	In	these	prayers,	spend	more	time	listening	than	talking.		

Conversation:	Talk	with	other	close	friends	about	your	gifts.	Ask	them	to	confirm	the	abilities	you	think	God	has	given	
you,	and	they	may	even	suggest	ways	to	use	them.	You	need	some	cheerleaders	around	for	support,	but	also	talk	with	
someone	who	can	challenge	you—“speaking	the	truth	in	love”	(Ephesians	4:15).		

Volunteer:	Look	for	a	new	way	to	use	the	abilities	God	has	given	you.	Volunteer	for	an	appropriate	ministry	in	the	
church.		

Calligraphy:	Write	out	the	prayer	of	Ephesians	3:14–21	and	post	it	where	you	will	see	it	often.	(But	ask	permission	
before	spray-painting	it	on	a	church	wall.)		

	

Transforming	Lives	(May	13)	

Prayer:	At	least	four	days	in	the	coming	week,	thank	God	that	He	has	included	you	in	His	great	plan.		

Encouragement:	If	you	know	a	fellow	Christian	who	is	going	through	tough	times,	offer	a	word	of	hope.	God	has	plans	
for	us.		

Conversation:	Talk	with	somebody	who	isn’t	a	Christian	(as	far	as	you	know).	Ask	them	about	their	beliefs.	If	they	ask	
about	yours,	be	ready	to	tell	them	God’s	story.		

Journaling:	Write	out	the	text	of	Ephesians	1:1–14,	a	few	verses	at	a	time,	jotting	down	your	questions	and	reactions.		



Worship:	If	you	exist	“for	the	praise	of	His	glory,”	then	throw	yourself	into	worship.	Take	time	on	your	own	to	sing	and	
dance	and	pray	and	shout,	but	also	join	with	the	church	or	youth	group	in	a	gathering	of	praise.		

	

Unity	and	Peace	(May	20)	

Prayer: Ask God to show you how you can reach out to someone on the other side of a social “wall.” Begin praying 
specifically for individuals in your life who might not share your culture, circumstances, or beliefs.  

Invite: All too often we assume that people know they can come to any church service they like. Maybe they don’t know 
this. And maybe they’re waiting for an invitation.  

Listen: Have a conversation with someone of another religion, or no religion at all. Ask them what they think about God, 
or faith, or forgiveness, or death, or morality. And listen. Do not use this as a trick to tell them what you think. If they ask, 
be ready. And feel free to ask follow-up questions, but the main point here is to listen to them.  

Connect: Talk with your church leaders about setting up a joint worship service or Bible study with another church—
preferably a church with people of another culture.  

Draw: Re-read Ephesians 2:14–18 from a visual perspective. How would you draw the picture described in the verses? 
Be as literal or symbolic as you like, as you sketch out this powerful text.  

Peacemaking: Unity is a strong emphasis in this part of Ephesians. Even though we have different strengths, we have a 
common Lord. Take some time to think through your relationships—especially those with other believers. Are there any 
broken, tense, competitive, or difficult relationships? How could you promote a Christ-centered unity with these people?  

	

Overcome	Evil	(May	27)	

Prayer: Pray specifically for your own resistance to forces of evil, and for others who are under attack.  

“Footwear”: This passage talked about being ready—lacing up the shoes—to go and spread the “gospel of peace.” Do 
you know someone who needs to hear the message that God wants to make peace with them? How will you make yourself 
ready to go and share it?  

“Belt of Truth”: Wrap the truth of Scripture around you. One suggestion: set aside time in the next six weeks to go back 
through the book of Ephesians, studying, learning more, meditating on it, praying through it. You could work on one 
chapter a week.  

Art Project: Find a doll or figurine and create pieces of armor for it based on this passage.  

Caring: Connect with a local veterans group or charity. Get to know some people who have fought. Consider the spiritual 
damage they might have suffered. Pray for their healing.  

	


