
General Overseer Update: 
   “And they kept that saying with them-
selves, questioning one with another 
what the rising from the dead should 
mean.”  Mark 9:10 
 

   One of the greatest truths and founda-
tional teachings of Christianity is the 
truth of resurrection power.  It began on 
the day that Jesus neatly folded up his 
grave clothes and walked out of the grave.  
In fact, Paul solidifies this truth for us in 1 
Corinthians 15:14 when he writes, “And 
if Christ be not risen, then is our preach-
ing vain, and your faith is also vain.”  And 
why does Paul say this?  It’s because noth-
ing validates who and what Jesus taught 
like resurrection power.  As Jesus himself 
declared, “I am the way, the truth and the 
life.”  It’s the same thing that that every 
antichrist or false teacher claims.  The 
only difference, however, is that although 
they proclaimed to have life, their graves 
validate just the opposite.   
  

   Now as incredible as Jesus’ resurrection 
is and as vital as it is pertaining to the 
Christian faith, I personally believe that 
the church as a whole has only dabbled in 
the full scope of this wonderful truth.  
And why do I say this?  It’s because 
Christ’s resurrection isn’t limited to just 
overcoming the grave, it represents the 
total eradication over the sentence of 
death?  Again, do you remember what 
God told Adam and Eve would happen if 
they ate from the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil?  He told them that in the 
very day they would eat it, they would die.  
Yet it’s not until 930 years later that we 
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   If fact, it’s with this truth in mind that I’d 
like to ask one final question.  If Christ’s  
resurrection isn’t able to resurrect us now, in 
this present life, from the power of sin and 
death; what makes you think that he can raise 
your dead and decaying body from under six 
feet of dirt?  Again, what does Christ’s “rising 
from the dead” mean to you? 

District Updates: 
All Districts 
 

* Eastern - District is actively planning and 
working on 2023 credential holders retreat.  
Target date is tentatively for next September. 
 

* Great Lakes - All ministers and churches 
continue to minister as the Lord gives 
strength.  Asking prayer for Bro. Steve Malek - 
battle with prostate cancer. 
 

* New England - District is doing well; Sister 
Annette Okereke receives Minister of the Gos-
pel credential; ladies experience wonderful 
fellowship & ministry at women’s conference; 
many expressed how they were blessed by at-
tending convention. 
 

* Ni-Mo - Ministers and churches doing well; 
continue to pray for Walnut Avenue church - 
guidance & direction. 
 

* Northwestern - Kids and Teen camps re-
sumed after two year absence with a combined 
attendance of 200 children, teens and staff; 
attendees from 12 NWD churches reported a 
tremendous time of refreshing  & fellowship 
at convention. 
 

* Southern - Larry Kessler considering retiring 
from ministry mostly due to wife’s health is-
sues; District credential retreat to be held in 
Largo, FL on January 26-29, 2023 

find Adam dying.  And why?  It’s because 
the sentence of death is not an instanta-
neous event, it’s an ongoing process.  As 
one translation puts it, “In dying, they 
would die.”  And isn’t this exactly what 
you find happening to Adam and Eve 
upon their eating of the forbidden fruit?   
 

   First, they’re expelled from the garden 
or from the presence of God.  Next, we 
find them living by the sweat of their 
brow or in their own natural strength.  
Well that’s exactly what happens  when 
you lose the presence of God or the very 
source of life.  This is followed by pain in 
child bearing and the murder of their one 
son by the other.  Simply put, “In dying, 
they were dying until they finally took 
their last breath.” 
 

   In fact, this is the very thing that Paul 
picks up on and uses beginning in Ro-
mans 7 to describe death’s control over 
mankind.  You see, in Adam we have all 
been married to the law of sin and death.  
Paul actually describes this in verse 21 
when he says, “I find then a law, that, 
when I would do good, evil is present 
with me.”  Furthermore, the only thing 
that can truly nullify or loose one from 
this law is death itself.  Well guess what, 
by accepting Christ’s work of atonement 
(i.e. his death, burial and resurrection), 
we have become dead to the law of sin 
and death wherein we were held.  Fur-
thermore, true resurrection power 
doesn’t begin when we take our last 
breath, it begins the moment Christ 
comes into our life. 
 

World Missions: 
World Missions wants to thank God for a substantial gift given by a generous donor. 
 

Manna Ministries dedicates its newest children’s home in Palasa, India. 
 

Bro. J.T. Norman & Sunshine ministries celebrates Bible College graduations. 
 

In addition to Larry Hallahan, Karen Jones & Sandra Micoletti attending Convention,   
we were able to pass out 16 updated reports from various IFCA missionaries. 

Prayer Requests:   
 

Pray for Steve Malek - Prostate Cancer  
 

Bro. Pennella and Leah Derhay (Complete 
healing) 
 

Larry Kessler & wife - direction & healing 
 

Continued pray for Ukraine and its people 
 

Continued prayer for Newell family (Grace) 
 

Continued prayer for C/A Somerville, MA 
(Wisdom & Direction) 


