
General Overseer Update: 
   “From that time Jesus began to preach, 
and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.”  Matt. 4:17 
 
 

   Have you ever wondered why Jesus be-
gan his ministry by teaching on the topic 
of repentance?   Especially when you con-
sider that this was the very message which 
John the Baptist came preaching as he 
prepared the way for Christ’s appearing.  
Why would Jesus need to re-preach or re-
teach a message that had obviously already 
been declared? 
 

   The answer, of course, is found once 
again in the admonition given to Moses 
about building the Old Testament taber-
nacle “according to the pattern” shown 
him on the mount.  In fact, immediately 
upon entering that tabernacle’s court, the 
first piece of furniture that one would 
encounter was the brazen alter.  Further-
more, not only was that alter used in mak-
ing the yearly atonement, it was used every 
day by every Israelite who had found 
themselves violating or breaking God’s 
law.   
 

   Now for the church, God’s New Testa-
ment tabernacle in the earth today, this 
alter represents the exact same thing.  It’s 
not only the place or point where Christi-
anity begins, it’s the foundation upon 
which the whole of Christianity stands.  
In other words, true Christianity isn’t 
found in simply recognizing that Jesus is 
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which I believe the church needs to get back 
to this foundational teaching, it’s today.  It’s 
not only being obedient to build all things 
“according to the pattern”, it’s the only way 
by which one enters and enjoys the true satis-
faction of God’s kingdom. 

District Updates: 
All Districts 
 
* Eastern - Churches are open, district held its 
spring Council Meeting 
 

* Great Lakes - Churches & ministries are 
fully functioning; District Youth had great 
experience attending National APEX meeting 
in New Brighton, PA 
 

* New England - New application for Licensed 
to Preach credential received; District prepar-
ing for October 16th credential holders meet-
ing 
 
* Ni-Mo - Churches are open, Walnut Avenue 
church still seeking senior pastor 
 

* Northwestern - Kid’s & Youth Camps can-
celled due to Covid; Robert Gidley (Star City) 
upgraded credential to Ordained Minister; 
NWD WM Family Day scheduled for August 
21st at Oglebay Park; New Brighton C/A 
changes name to Life Family Church 
 

* Southern - District welcomes Larry Kessler 
as new Ordained Minister: First northern 
zone rally scheduled for July 31st; Florida zone 
rally scheduled for October 16th; All District 
Council slated for January 20-21; district mis-
sionaries have been able to return to Haiti 

Lord, true Christianity comes by way of 
bending one’s knee in every area of life.  
Furthermore, it’s not something that’s 
done just once at one’s conversion, it’s to 
be the abiding state that the child of God 
lives.  
 

   Case and point; do you remember what 
Solomon wrote in Psalms 14:14?  He said 
that the “backslider in heart is he who is 
satisfied with his own ways . . . but a good 
man (or a righteous man) shall be satis-
fied from himself.”  You see, true repent-
ance is more than just feeling bad or sorry 
about something.  True repentance en-
tails doing an about-face.  In other words, 
prior to coming to Christ, I lived my life 
this way; but now as God’s child, this is 
the way I live.   
 

   Now usually when we think of a back-
slider, we think of someone who’s grown 
cold in their walk with God and no long-
er attending church.  But the truth of the 
matter is that this condition begins long 
before anyone reaches this point.  It be-
gins the moment they decide they can live 
their life contrary to the Word or any way 
they want.  And it’s here that we find 
many stepping off the foundation of re-
pentance to “become satisfied in their 
own ways.”  On the other hand, “a good 
man or a righteous man shall be satisfied 
from himself.”  
 

   Again, if there’s ever been a time in  

World Missions: 
Missionaries begin to return to ministry as borders begin re-opening. 
 

Dale Russo continues to amend from brain bleed. 
 

Special request to continue your support for missionaries and churches abroad as 
foreign fields re-open 

Prayer Requests:   
 

Continued prayer for Pastor Aaron and 
Joyce Newel as their family re-adjusts from 
the loss of their youngest daughter 
 

Prayer for Ellen Derhay - complete healing 
 

Prayer for Carmine Zottoli - good report 
 

Prayer for Bill Carver, husband of Nancy 
(Hudson) Carver -  complete healing 


