
General Overseer Update: 
   “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, 
these three; but the greatest of these is 
charity.”  - 1 Corinthians 13:13 - 
 

   Several months ago, as this past year was 
winding down and this new year was be-
ginning to dawn, I found the Lord speak-
ing to my heart regarding the love of God.  
I mean think about that for a minute.  
We’ve all heard and know that without 
faith, it’s impossible to please God and 
that faith is the substance of things hoped 
for; the evidence of things not seen.  We 
also know that faith without works is dead 
or non-existent being alone.  Yet how 
many times amidst this kind of teaching 
have you ever heard someone refer to Ga-
latians 5:6 which says, “Faith worketh by 
love?”  I’m sure it’s not often, if ever. 
 

   In fact, I’m thoroughly convinced, that 
most of the so-called lack of faith that we 
see today is not so much a lack of faith, as 
it is a lack of love.  In other words, we 
have missed the real culprit here by ap-
proximately eighteen inches.  That’s 
roughly the distance between our heads 
and our hearts.  It’s also the inherent dif-
ference between the Old Covenant and 
New. 
 

   Again, do you remember the promise 
which God gave Jeremiah about making a 
New Covenant with the house of Israel?  
The key difference between the two was 
that under the Old Covenant, God’s law 
was written on tables of stone, whereas in 
the New Covenant, it would be written on 
tables of their hearts.  In fact, this is the 
very truth that we find Jesus revealing 
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he works seven additional years (That’s an-
other message entirely).  But what does the 
Bible tell us?  It says that those 7 years 
“seemed but a few days for his love for her.” 
 

   Well let me ask, do God’s commandments 
bring you joy and delight?  If not,  maybe the 
real culprit isn’t a lack of faith, maybe the real 
culprit is a lack of love. 

District Updates: 
All Districts 
 

* Eastern - Bro. Carmine Zottoli re-elected as 
District Overseer; Deborah Zottoli recovering 
from hand surgery; District planning possible 
credential retreat in the fall. 
 

* Great Lakes - District ministries are doing 
well.  After a season of caring for his father, 
Rev. Ron Warne is currently looking to pastor 
again. 
 

* New England - District ministers, credential 
holders and churches doing well. District is 
currently considering a new application for 
credential. 
 

* Ni-Mo - District is currently reviewing Rev. 
Joe Vinette’s application to upgrade from a 
Minister of the Gospel credential to Ordained 
Minister.  
 

* Northwestern - 9 churches and 100 teens 
attend the Next Level Fall Youth Retreat;  
District upgrades Rev. Andy Henry’s creden-
tial from a Minister of the Gospel to Or-
dained Minister and Sister Mary Schrader 
receives Minister of the Gospel credential.  
District’s annual credential retreat scheduled 
for February. 
 

* Southern - District prepares to host 1st cre-
dential holders retreat in January, followed by 
a breakfast in Virginia in February. 

when he was asked about which com-
mandment was the greatest.  He said, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, with thy soul and with thy 
mind.”  He then went on to say that the 
second is like unto it, “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.  On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.”  And why does he say this?  It’s 
because outside of a heart that’s filled 
with love, faith cannot and will not func-
tion. 
 

   Again, apart from love, you will never, 
ever treat your neighbor as yourself.  But 
the same thing is true with every other 
commandment.  You want to know why 
so many Christians struggle with faithful-
ness to the house of God both in attend-
ance and with their finances?  It’s because 
there heart is not made perfect in love.  
On the other hand, when you truly fall in 
love with God, excuses will automatically 
give way to obedience.  In fact, this is the 
very thing that John writes of in his first 
epistle when he says, “For this is the love 
of God, that we keep his commandments: 
and his commandments are not griev-
ous.”  In other words, doing God’s word 
will no longer inconvenience you, it will 
bring you great joy and delight. 
 

   Even in saying this I can’t help but 
think of the story of Jacob.  For seven 
years we find him serving Laban for the 
hand of Racheal, only to be deceived on 
the night of his wedding and wake up 
with Leah in his bed.  Worse yet, Laban 
now tells him that he can have Racheal if  
 

World Missions: 
 
Larry Kessler returns to Lima, Peru and continues to go every other month with a new 
ministry team. 
 

Missions committee looking to contact pastors and churches to inquire how Missions 
can assist you and your church with Missions promotions.  
 

Rev. Rick George and Rev. Tim Tyler are scheduled to visit with our CASA (Christian 
Assemblies of South Africa) ministers and churches in February.  They will also be or-
daining and installing Rev. Jonathan Peters as our first IFCA Field Representative. 

Prayer Requests:   
 

Steve Malek (Prostate Cancer) 
 

Bro. Pennella and Leah Derhay (Complete 
healing) 
 

Sister Janet Tedesco (Cancer) 
 

Churches & Saints in Ukraine & Russia 
 

Protection & traveling mercies for Larry 
Kessler 
 

Wisdom & direction for C/A Somerville, 
MA. 


