
You are my hiding place and my shield;
     I hope in your word.
Turn to me and be gracious to me,
     as is your way with those who love your name.
Keep steady my steps according to your promise,
     and let no iniquity get dominion over me.
     — Psalm 119:114,132,133

A warm welcome to Princeton Anglican Church! All you need is in this Order of 
Service. Your portions are in bold print. Anglican worship invites you to participate 
rather than spectate, please take part as far as is appropriate for you given your 
Christian growth and understanding. You are part of an act of worship that is 
ancient in origin and contemporary in relevance as we all need God’s grace. Worship 
is a vital part of our lives as individuals and as we share fellowship together. Please 
stay for refreshments following the service.

Children are always welcome. We begin by worshipping together and, for those 
families who would wish to make use of it, the adjacent Sanford Davis Room is 
available. Supervision is available for those with young children during the sermon. 
We use a “rule of three”, meaning no one is alone with a child (not in their family). 
Our practice is that children under age eleven be escorted to the bathrooms down 
the hallway o! of the Sanford Davis Room.

Should you have a pastoral need, or would like to discuss the Christian faith, or wish 
to receive updates on the life of the church, please call/text 609-309-1050 or write 
to cli!ord@princetonanglican.org. We hope you are encouraged by the service 
today, and strengthened to serve Jesus Christ in greater measure.

Evening Prayer
The Third Sunday after Easter 
April 26, 2026



R E F L E C T I O N

“Seek the things which are of God, and those which are of man will follow  
readily enough ... For indeed a house is a little Church.”
 — John Chrysostom (c.347-407), Archbishop of Constantinople

“I was a [darn] good miner, though I say it myself. I was 
strong and I liked the life. That was the life I painted.”

— Oliver Kilborn, character in The Pitmen Painters

H Y M N
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
 

Words: Edward Perronet; Music: CORONATION, Oliver Holden
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We sit or kneel.

S E N T E N C E  O F  S C R I P T U R E
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, you will 
not despise. (Psalm 51.17)

C A L L  T O  W O R S H I P  A N D  C O N F E S S I O N       
Dearly beloved, the Scriptures teach us to acknowledge our many sins and o!enses, 
not concealing them from our heavenly Father, but confessing them with humble 
and obedient hearts so that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and 
mercy. We ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before Almighty God, 
but especially when we come together in his presence to give thanks for the great 
benefits we have received at his hands, to declare his most worthy praise, to hear his 
holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things which are 
necessary for our life and our salvation. Therefore, let us draw near to the throne of 
heavenly grace, and pray together, saying:

A general Confession to be said by the Congregation with the Minister.
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like 
lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. 
We have o!ended against your holy laws. We have left undone those things which 
we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to have 
done; and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. O Lord, have mercy upon 
us. Spare all those who confess their faults. Restore all those who are penitent,  
according to your promises declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord. And 
grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may now live a godly, righteous, 
and sober life, to the glory of your holy Name. Amen.

C O L L E C T  F O R  T H E  T W E N T Y - F I R S T  S U N D AY  A F T E R  T R I N I T Y  S U N D AY 
Grant, we beseech you, merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace, that 
we may be cleansed from all our sins, and serve you with a quiet mind, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R AY E R
OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us 
our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Then the Minister shall say,
O Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall show forth your praise.

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Here, all standing up, the Minister shall say, 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s Name be praised.

We remain standing.



Then shall be said or sung the Psalms in order as they be appointed. Then a Lesson, as is appointed. 
And after that Magnificat in English, as follows.

A P P O I N T E D  P S A L M
Psalm 23

 

Words and Music: Stuart Townend, 1996
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We sit.

O L D  T E S TA M E N T  L E S S O N
Nehemiah 9:1-3,6-15

1 Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of Israel were assembled 
with fasting and in sackcloth, and with earth on their heads. 2 And the Israelites  
separated themselves from all foreigners and stood and confessed their sins and the 
iniquities of their fathers. 3 And they stood up in their place and read from the Book  
of the Law of the Lord their God for a quarter of the day; for another quarter of it  
they made confession and worshiped the Lord their God.

6  “You are the Lord, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with 
all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you 
preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you. 7 You are the Lord, the 
God who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and gave him the 
name Abraham. 8 You found his heart faithful before you, and made with him the  
covenant to give to his o!spring the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, 
the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite. And you have kept your promise, for 
you are righteous.

9 “And you saw the a#iction of our fathers in Egypt and heard their cry at the Red Sea, 
10 and performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all the 
people of his land, for you knew that they acted arrogantly against our fathers. And 
you made a name for yourself, as it is to this day. 11 And you divided the sea before 
them, so that they went through the midst of the sea on dry land, and you cast their 
pursuers into the depths, as a stone into mighty waters. 12 By a pillar of cloud you led 
them in the day, and by a pillar of fire in the night to light for them the way in which 
they should go. 13 You came down on Mount Sinai and spoke with them from heaven 
and gave them right rules and true laws, good statutes and commandments, 14 and 
you made known to them your holy Sabbath and commanded them commandments 
and statutes and a law by Moses your servant. 15 You gave them bread from heaven 
for their hunger and brought water for them out of the rock for their thirst, and you 
told them to go in to possess the land that you had sworn to give them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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V E N I T E ,  E X U LT E M U S  D O M I N O
Psalm 95 

O COME, let us sing unto the LORD: 
let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving: 
and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.
For the LORD is a great God: 
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are all the corners of the earth: 
and the strength of the hills is his also.
The sea is his, and he made it: 
and his hands prepared the dry land.
O come, let us worship and fall down: 
and kneel before the LORD our Maker.
For he is the LORD our God: 
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen.
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We sit.

N E W  T E S TA M E N T  L E S S O N
Colossians 3:12-4:6

3:12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one 
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.

18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your 
wives, and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, 
for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become 
discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, 
not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the 
Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing 
that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving 
the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and 
there is no partiality. 4:1 Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing 
that you also have a Master in heaven.

2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same 
time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the 
mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison — 4 that I may make it clear, 
which is how I ought to speak.5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use 
of the time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may 
know how you ought to answer each person.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand.

N U N C  D I M I T T I S
Luke 2.29

Lord, now let your servant depart in peace,  
     according to your word.
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
     which you have prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
     and to be the glory of your people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Then shall be said the Apostles’ Creed, by the Minister and people together.

T H E  A P O S T L E S ’  C R E E D
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He su!ered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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H Y M N
O Church Arise
 

Words and Music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, 2005
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After that these Prayers, the Minister first pronouncing with a loud voice,
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Let us pray. 

We kneel or sit.
   
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Then the O!ciant standing up shall say,
O Lord, show your mercy upon us;
And grant us your salvation.

O Lord, guide those who govern us;
And lead us in the way of justice and truth.

Endue your ministers with righteousness;
And make your chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save your people;
And bless your inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fights for us, but only you, O God.

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not your Holy Spirit from us.



Then shall follow three Collects:

T H E  C O L L E C T  O F  T H E  D AY  (T H E  T H I R D  S U N D AY  A F T E R  E A S T E R )
Almighty God, who shows to those who are in error the light of your truth, so  
that they may return into the way of righteousness: Grant unto all those admitted 
into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, that they may reject those things that are 
contrary to their profession, and follow all such things as are agreeable to the  
same, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

T H E  S E C O N D  C O L L E C T  AT  E V E N I N G  P R AY E R ,  F O R  P E A C E
O God, the source of all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works: Give to 
your servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set  
to obey your commandments, and that we, being defended from the fear of our  
enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen.

T H E  T H I R D  C O L L E C T,  F O R  A I D  A G A I N S T  A L L  P E R I L S
Lighten our darkness, we beseech you, O Lord; and by your great mercy defend  
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our  
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A  P R AY E R  O F  S T.  C H Y R S O S T O M
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time, with one accord to make our 
common supplications to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will grant  
their requests: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for  
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen.

2  C O R I N T H I A N S  13
THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
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H Y M N
For the Beauty of the Earth
 

Words: Folliot Pierpoint, 1864; Music: Conrad Kocher, 1838

S E R M O N
A gracious, well-ordered life  The Revd. Cli!ord Swartz
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H Y M N
Lord of All Hopefulness
 

Words: Jan Struther (1931); Music: SLANE, Irish folk tune
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B L E S S I N G  &  D I S M I S S A L
May God, who from the death of sin raised you to new life in Christ, keep you from 
falling and set you in the presence of his glory; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A facility for financial giving is available through the website,  
princetonanglican.org, or use the qr code. Thank you for praying  
for, and supporting, this work of the Gospel. Should you have  
a pastoral need, or wish to receive updates on the life of the  
church, please send an email to cli!ord@princetonanglican.org,  
or call/text 609-309-1050.
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CCLI License Number 22283394. The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. 
Copyright © 2001.
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