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Message from Pastor Sean

Well church family,

I’ve now been here for a month. Somehow, it feels like both forever and no time at all—but in 
the best way.

Over these weeks, I’ve made it my mission to be present and listen. I’ve:
 Met with many of you personally
 Spent time with staff and lay leaders
 Experienced the joy of VBS
 Settled into the rhythm of weekly worship
 Engaged in meaningful dialogue through Donuts and Discussion

 I also participated in a special onboarding process where a professionally trained coach 
facilitated conversations with both our staff and a group of laity representatives. It was an 
incredibly helpful way to hear stories, clarify expectations, and discern priorities.

🧠 Reflections on What I’ve Learned

Here are some truths I’ve come to see about who we are as a church:

✅ Radically Welcoming: Hospitality flows from both those who serve formally and those who 
just love people well.
 💛 Heart for the Next Generation: VBS, youth, and children’s ministries show that we are 
committed to raising up the next generation in faith.
 🎨 Creativity Abounds: It shows up everywhere—from worship to problem-solving.
 🙌 Quiet Servants Everywhere: So much gets done behind the scenes.
 🩹 Still Healing: We've walked through a lot, and that still needs space and grace.
 🤝 Longing for Unity: The desire to come together is strong and real.
 🌍 Passionate for Kingdom Impact: We want to make a difference far beyond our walls.

🌟 Looking Ahead with Hope

These conversations gave me a deep sense of encouragement and excitement. I truly believe 
the best is yet to come.

God has placed incredible gifts and passion in this church. But here’s the truth:

The only way God’s vision will become reality is if we move forward together.



No matter our background, our gifts, our age or stage, or our preferred worship service: we 
must become united in Christ, working together creatively and courageously.

🔥 Let’s Catch the Fire

If we embrace this purpose and hold onto our enthusiasm, it will be contagious:

Contagious to our church family

Attractive to our community

Reflective of the grace and love of Christ, which changes everything

So let’s keep leaning in, dreaming big, and following Jesus—together.

With gratitude and hope, 

Pastor Sean

Staff praying for Pastor Sean after our onboarding process



 
important disclosure

Day 1: Psalm 96:1-2
Day 2: 1 Chronicles 16:23-31
Day 3: Deuteronomy 8
Day 4: Deuteronomy 10:21
Day 5: Jeremiah 20:13
Day 6: Psalm 75:1
Day 7: Psalm 71:8
Day 8: Psalm 99:1-9
Day 9: Deuteronomy 29:18
Day 10: 1 Samuel 15: 22
Day 11: Isaiah 29:13
Day 12: Psalm 29:1-11
Day 13: Nehemiah 9:5-6
Day 14: Psalm 86:9-10
Day 15: 2 Kings 17:38-39
Day 16: Psalm 100:1-5 

Day 17: Daniel 3:8-18
Day 18: Psalm 66:4
Day 19: Psalm 96:9
Day 20: Isaiah 12:5
Day 21: Psalm 71:8
Day 22: Daniel 2:20
Day 23: Psalm 150:6
Day 24: Matthew 6:24
Day 25: John 4:21-24 
Day 26: Romans 12:1-2
Day 27: Hebrews 12:28-29
Day 28: Revelation 14:7
Day 29: Colossians 3:16-17
Day 30: Hebrews 13:15
Day 31: Revelation 4:8-11 

Made to Worship

A u g u s t

D a i l y  R e a d i n g  P l a n

A s c r i b e  t o  t h e  L O R D  t h e  g l o r y  d u e  h i s  n a m e ;

w o r s h i p  t h e  L O R D  i n  t h e  s p l e n d o r  o f  h o l i n e s s .

P s a l m  2 9 : 2



Dear  Fami l i e s ¸
  

I  wou ld  l i k e  t o  in troduce  myse l f  t o  the  fami l i e s

o f  Fr i endsh ip  C i rc l e  Min i s t r i e s .  My name  i s

Crys ta l  Hous ton .  I  am the  new Ch i ldren ’ s

Min i s t ry  Direc tor  a t  F i r s t  Uni t ed  Method i s t

Church  Wes t  P la in s .  My husband  and  I  have

recent ly  moved  to  Wes t  P la in s  f rom Sheboygan ,

Wi scons in .  We  have  3  grown ch i ldren  and  6

grandch i ldren .  I  have  s erved  my l oca l  church  in

many  areas  such  a s  Sunday  Schoo l ,  AWANA,  and

VBS .  One  o f  my  greate s t  b l e s s ing  has  been

internat i ona l  mi s s i ons .  My husband  and  I  s e rved

as  mi s s i onar i e s  in  Pat taya ,  Tha i land  f or  5  year s .

I  have  many  year  in  Ear ly  Ch i ldhood  Educat i on

and  l ove  be ing  around  bab i e s  and  pre s choo l er s .  I

l ook  f orward  to  s erv ing  your  fami ly  through

Fr i endsh ip  C i rc l e  Min i s t r i e s .  



Thank you FUMC family for all your love and support these last several months as I served as your
“interim” Children’s Ministry director. It has truly been a joy sharing Jesus with our Kids Church
program, our Kingdom Kids afterschool program, assisting with Friendship Circle ministry and our
Vacation Bible School .

Over 70 amazing volunteers helped make our morning and evening True North Vacation Bible
School a reality. Thank you!
There were 74 children (prek-6th grade) attending the elementary vbs represented 51 families from
our community. Of these children, 31 of them did not claim a home church or completed that
information on the registration form.
Our evening special adult VBS served 23 of our adult friends. Eleven adults claimed FUMC as their
church home while 6 adults did not indicate a church home. 
(Thank you Terri Tompson for your excellent data.)

Because of your generosity, we were able to provide VBS supplies , snacks for each session, and a
family backpack with a Bible, VBS music CD or download, and a crew picture. Plus with your
kindness, each child and adult received a True North tshirt!! THANK YOU!

As we begin an exciting new chapter at FUMC, may you continue to be a blessing and support
Pastor Sean and Crystal Houston, Children’s/Friendship Circle Ministry Director.

Blessings, Beckie Legler

Children’s Ministry



COUNCIL'S
CORNER

Greetings Church Family,

This last month our church was host to over 100 children and special needs adults participating in

our True North VBS. Many thanks to all the people who helped organize, decorate, and lead this

great event. Terri Thompson has done a great job at keeping track of our VBS statistics over the

years and shared one particular statistic that stood out to me. In 2018 there were 25% of the

children attending VBS that reported they had no home church. This year 41% of the children

reported they had no home church. This drop in church affiliation is consistent with National

statistics. There could be several reasons for this, but what this points out to me is that, even here

in West Plains, there are several unchurched people where we can spread the Good News of Jesus.

Your Church Council will be holding a planning retreat the first week of September. During this

retreat we will hope to develop a vision for the future of our church. If you see a need in our

community that our church could fill, perhaps it is the Holy Spirit nudging you to bring it to light. If

so, I would encourage you to contact Pastor Sean or any member of your Council listed below and

express your ideas/vision for the future of our church.

Summer is winding down and many families will soon be getting back into a standard routine that

will involve school, fall sports and many other activities. Let’s make sure to keep your church one

of those important activities. If you have an unchurched neighbor or friend, invite them to join you

in worship.

The extreme heat we have experienced this summer has taken a real toll on our church building.

We have lost three air conditioning units, and we will need to replace a furnace before cold

weather sets in. I would like to thank all who have given above and beyond your tithes and

offerings to keep our cash flow going even in the slow time of summer and with these additional

expenses.

As you may recall, the Missouri State Highway Patrol conducted a review of our church last year

and made recommendations on how we could improve the safety in and around our church

building. The three major emphasis points of this review were improved security for our children,

improved lighting around the exterior of our church and improved doors, locks and cameras within

our church. We applied for, and received, grant funds to address these three areas of concern. 



Donna Taylor and Melody Martin have been spearheading this effort. With Donna’s move to FL,

Melody could use some help as we enter the implementation phase of this project. If you have

any experience in this area (or desire to learn) I know Melody, and our church, would appreciate

any help you could provide.

As always, your Church Council meetings are open to all who are interested. If you have an item,

you would like the Council to discuss, please notify the church office at least one week before our

meeting. If you would like to attend a meeting, please join us on the second Monday of each

month in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30 pm. We remain a church family whose desire is to “Make

Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World.”

 

 

Blessings, Bob Legler – Church Council Chair 

Wanda Byrd – Secretary = UMW Representative 

Finance Team: Melody Martin, Nick Schultz 

Trustees Team: Greg Weeks, Scott Womack, Amanda Rutledge

Staff Parrish Team: Shaun Duggins (Vice Chair), John Ackerson, Mallory Snodgras, Carol Powell 

Youth Representatives: Paige Skeeters 

Tuesday Aug 12, 2025      9:00a.m. Fellowship Hall

Everyone is welcome!





Gifts
 &

 Numbers

Every Monday:
6:30 am Men's Group - Fellowship Hall
2nd Monday of the month, will meet at
Ozark Cafe for breakfast

Every Sunday:
8:30 am Contemporary
Service
             Christian Life Center
          
9:45 am Sunday School

11:00 am Traditional Service
             Sanctuary - 2nd floor
           
   

Important dates for your calendar

July 6
Attendance: 168
Gifts:  $6,768.00

July 20
Attendance: 165
Gifts:  $ 4,367.15

July 27
Attendance: 165
Gifts:  $1,868.00

July 13
Attendance: 159
Gifts:  $11,533.00

August 5  th

In Stitches - Parlor, 10am

August 8  th

Bridges  Work Day - 1pm HS Weight Room

August 11  th

Church Council Meeting - Fellowship Hall, 5:30pm

August 12  th

UMW Meeting - Fellowship Hall, 9am

**Currently we need $8,308.00 per week to meet our 2025 budget**

August 13  th

FCP Orientation - CLC, 6pm

August 19  th

In Stitches - Parlor, 10am







Librarian 

Methodist Women

Treasurer

Administrative Council Chair

Columbarium Committee

STAFF & LEADERS

Contact Information
417-256-6167   www.fumcwestplains.com
503 West Main    West Plains, Mo 65775

Falana Boze
Office Manager

Bob Legler

Janice Bowden

Donna Cook

Wanda Byrd

Amy Murphy

Sean McIntyre

Lead Pastor
sean@fumcwestplains.com falana@fumcwestplains.com

Director of Friendship
Circle Ministries / Children’s
Ministries 
crystal@fumcwestplains.com

Crystal Houston

.


