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For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land of
flowing streams and pools of water, with fountains and springs
that gush out in the valleys and hills.          - Deuteronomy 8:7



A LETTER from Pastor Andy

It’s extremely hard to imagine but on the day of me writing this article,

school started for West Plains, the rural schools, and the college.  It

seems to me that this year is flying by.  

So, it’s time to start thinking about the Fall and Winter schedule here at

the church.  I will share with you a little bit about what’s going to take

place as we move into the Fall and Winter.

First of all, beginning August 29th and for the four Sundays in

September, we’re gonna take a look at the membership vows we take

when we join the United Methodist Church.  The question is asked, “As

members of this congregation of the United Methodist Church, will you

faithfully participate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence,

your gifts, your service, and your witness?”  Our response is, “I will,”

meaning we promise to do those things.  So, we’re going to talk about

those five aspects of that question: prayers, presence, gifts, service,

and witness.  We’re going to rededicate ourselves to the vow we took

when we joined the church.  If you’re not yet a member and would like

to become one, you will be asked that question.  It’s a pretty important

question in the life of the church and in our individual lives.  Join us for

this very important five-week series.

On October 3rd, we will begin a new sermon series.  Did you know that

Jesus had some bad habits?  But sometimes in our culture, we have

this tendency to describe Jesus in ways that soften His revolutionary

edge.  We need to understand who Jesus really is if we’re to follow Him

wholeheartedly.  That’s why it’s so crucial to see the “rebellious rabbi”

for who He was and not for who we may imagine Him to be.  I’m hopeful

that during this eight-week series you will see the untamed Jesus, who 



There will be several new small groups for adults beginning.  Contact

Scotty Wall for more information on that.

The Alpha Leadership Team and I have made the difficult decision to

cancel our Fall Alpha due to the continue rise in the COVID-19 cases in

our area.  We feel like this was the best decision to make at this point to

keep everyone safe.  We have however scheduled our Winter/Spring

Alpha.  It will begin on January 23rd.  More information will be shared

on that as we get closer to the launch date.

Now the exciting news we’ve all been waiting to hear.  The work on the

sanctuary is nearing completion and it looks amazing.  A date for the

reopening of the sanctuary has been set!!!!  On Saturday night, October

2nd, we will have a celebration service.  Our awesome choir, led by

Jordan Hall, will sing.  I’m hopeful we will have some former pastors in

attendance and hear from each of them.  It’s going to be a joyous

celebration and we will be inviting the community to see what the

sanctuary looks like after nearly a year of renovations.  On Sunday,

October 3rd, we will have our first worship service since March 8th,

2020, in our sanctuary.  I’m very excited as I know you are to be able to

worship in our beautiful sanctuary again.  Join us for these two very

important dates and invite someone to come with you.

Our advent series for this year is based on Charles Dickens classic, A

Christmas Carol, and is called “The Redemption of Scrooge.”  More

information on this series will come.

Youth and children’s ministries will be gearing up.  Contact Scotty Wall

and Bambi and Lori Wheeler for more information on that.

isn’t sanitized for our culture.  I’m hopeful that this Jesus will transform

how you live your life and advance God’s Kingdom here and now.  Join us

for the eight-week series “The Bad Habits of Jesus.”



Pastor Andy

One last thing.  A big THANK YOU to all who attended our meal

packing service on Sunday, August 22nd.  Because of your help, we

packed a little over 10,000 meals to be given to Bridges and

Samaritan Outreach.  It’s great to see the church, which is us and not

a building, coming together to be the hands and feet of Jesus for our

community.

SERVING HIM alongside YOU,



September  Bible Reading Plan

 

 
Below is our daily Bible reading for the month of September.  Take
your time reading through each day’s text.  Pray through it.  Write
down any phrases or words that resonate with you or cause you to
pause and ask God to open your eyes, ears, and life to what you’re

reading.

Sept. 1 – Isaiah 30:18-29
Sept. 2 – Luke 8:22-25
Sept. 3 – Jeremiah 29:1-14
Sept. 4 – Mark 8:31-33
Sept. 5 – Deuteronomy 30:11-20
Sept. 6 – Romans 11:1-10
Sept. 7 – Genesis 24:1-14
Sept. 8 – Matthew 18:1-5
Sept. 9 – Hosea 14:1-9
Sept. 10 – Matthew 6:25-34
Sept. 11 – Psalm 130:1-8
Sept. 12 – Luke 14:12-14
Sept. 13 – Jonah 3:1-10
Sept. 14 – Luke 2:21-35
Sept. 15 – 1st Samuel 15:17-26

Sept. 16 – 3rd John 1:1-12
Sept. 17 – Isaiah 42:18-25
Sept. 18 – 2nd Corinthians 4:1-6
Sept. 19 – Nehemiah 5:1-13
Sept. 20 – Philippians 3:2-16
Sept. 21 – Micah 3:1-12
Sept. 22 – Matthew 21:33-46
Sept. 23 – Psalm 1:1-6
Sept. 24 – Jeremiah 29:1-7
Sept. 25 – Luke 22:39-46
Sept. 26 – Zechariah 13:7-14:7
Sept. 27 – John 4:39-42
Sept. 28 – Judges 3:12-30
Sept. 29 – Revelation 12:1-6
Sept. 30 – Psalm 145:1-21



A LETTER FROM PASTOR SCOTTY

FOLLOW US: 

Instagram @nrgyth

Facebook Page:  NRGYTH

Facebook Group: 

NRGYTH – student ministry at FUMC West Plains 

NRG Student Ministry

Hello to all! Here’s some things happening in NRG YTH.  

We resumed meeting weekly August 25th, 2021.  We are also looking

towards a float trip this fall with a campout for students and will need some

adult leaders if that’s something you enjoy.      

• NRG YTH resumes weekly – Wednesday 

5:30-7pm 5th-6th grades

6:30-8pm 7th-12th grades

• NRG YTH Float Trip– Sept. 4th

• 5th Quarters – Sept. 10th, Sept. 24th, Oct. 8th (after football games at

FUMC)

• Haunted Corn Maze – Oct. 22nd 

We are so grateful for your support of NRG YTH both and financially and

spiritually.  

We are doing all we can to empower students to eNgage, Reflect and Grow

IN Christ and WITH others.

Small Groups/Sunday School

This is a new area I’ll be heading up this fall.  My goal is to help our Sunday

Schools communicate their studies.  But also to add new short studies at

times during the year.  Some of these studies will be on Wednesday nights.  

Other studies will be on Sunday mornings during our Sunday School hour,

or on Sunday nights.  



Outreach

Something we really want to do better at is our outreach in the community. 

 FUMC has always been a church that has a huge heart for serving.  We will

continue to do some of the things we started before Covid.  But we will also

start some new things for you to be able to engage and serve in the

community.

1. We are wanting to start back the college luncheon weekly.

a. This event will be one day a week and will be during our lunch hour.  

2. We are looking for people to fill the snack baskets in 4 buildings at the

college.

a. This will be a person that basically checks the baskets and fills them when

needed through out the year.

3. We will also begin an outreach event every 2-3 months.

a. We will advertise these events.  Some will include helping at Bridges,

Hammons Mill campground and possibly the school district.

If you have any question about these events, or would like to get involved. 

 Or maybe you have an idea of a way we can reach out into our community.

Please reach out to me at scotty@fumcwestplains.com.

Scotty Wall

Here are a few studies planned for the Fall.

• Sept. 1st. – Parenting Class Small group 6:30 pm (4 sessions)

• Oct. 3rd – Emotionally Healthy Spirituality 9:45am (8 sessions)

• Nov. 28th - The Redemption of Scrooge 9:45 (Advent study / 4 sessions)

                    -We are asking all Sunday School classes to participate in this

                      study together                                                        

• Dec. 5th – Membership Class 12pm (1 session)

I hope to see you at one of these events.

Associate Pastor

Students/Music/Technology/Small Groups/Outreach



Memorials
In Memory of:

Cherry Morrison

Rich & Helen Atkinson
Larry & Shirley Butler
Jeff & Janice Johnson

Marveen Joplin
Carol Powel

 

Jeannie Decker

Rich & Helen Atkinson
Jerry & Cathy Roberts

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Coats
Marveen Joplin

 

Sam & Helen Wilborn

Rich & Helen Atkinson
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Coats

 

Jane Strathern

Richard & Helen Atkinson

Bill Campbell

Gerri Lunden

Sanctuary Rededication
Saturday, October 2, 2021

7:00 PM



Important dates for your calendar

Every Sunday:
8:30 am Contemporary Service
9:45 am Sunday School. Small Groups
11:00 am Traditional Service

Every Tuesday:
6:30 am Men's Group in Fellowship Hall
6:00 am Prayer Group in Koinania Rm 210

Every Wednesday:
6:00 pm Bible Study 

September 6th:
Labor Day - Office Closed

September 14th:
9 a.m. United Methodist Women, Fellowship Hall

September 21st:
Red Cross Blood Drive 11-4, Fellowship Hall

Gifts      numbers

August 1

august 8

August 22

Attendance:  144

Gifts: $7,381.75

Attendance: 198

Gifts: $11,595.63

Attendance: 89

Gifts:  $12,594.45

&

September 1st:
Parenting Class (4 sessions) 6:30 pm 

august 29
Attendance: 165 

Gifts:  $7,516.00

September 22nd: 
Woman's Bible Study 9-11, Fellowship Hall

September 13th:     
5:30 p.m. Church Council Meeting, Fellowship Hall

August 15

Attendance: 174

Gifts:  $8,666.00

Youth Small Groups (7th -12th grade)
Meet in the Upstairs Youth Room 205

Sunday Evening From 5:00-6:30
Meal, Bible Study and Hangout

7th-9th Grade Sunday School
Meet 9:45-10:45    Room 211

Starting Sunday, September 12th



Second Tuesdays, 

Monthly

Fellowship Hall, 9 a.m.

WOMEN'S 7-WEEK

BOOK STUDY

BEGINS

WEDNESDAY,

SEPTEMBER 22

9:00 AM

FACEBOOK

LIVESTREAM OR

IN PERSON IN THE

FELLOWSHIP

HALL

 
F A L L  C L A S S  -  S C H E D U L E

Sunday School

Classes Starts
Parenting  Teens                                      

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality    

Membership Class                                    

Sept. 1st

Oct. 3rd

Nov. 5th

Koininia (Fellowship Hall)              Continued Study

Seekers (rm Parlor)                             The Story

Encouragers (rm 303)                         Continued Study

Journey (rm 301)                                   Continued Study

God's Crew (rm 210)                             Continued Study

High School (rm 205) 9th-12th        Continued Study

5th-6th Grades (rm 207)                     Old Testament

7th-8th Grades (rm 209)                       

Elementary (rm 206) K-4th                   

ADULT                                                             Study

STUDENTS

          Twisted Truths (9/12-10/10) / Armor of God (10/17-11/21)

          Noah (9/5-10/31) / The Good Samaritan (11/7-11/28) 

          The Reason for the Season (12/5-12/26)

Advent study for all classes-The Redemption of Scrooge

For more information or to 

sign up for this women's

 study call the church

office at 256-6167

or

email Debbie Stauffer at

debbie@fumcwestplains.com



Stay in the know at FUMC!
Go to the app store on your phone, iPad or tablet. 
Search for "Church Scribe" in the app store.

Once the app has downloaded to your device, type "first" in the search bar and
look for "First United Methodist Church- West Plains" within the app.

Once you find FUMC, click on it and it will take you to our online bulletin. 

Be sure to allow notifications so you know when the app has updated with
announcements.
Every Sunday please take attendance by clicking the picture that says 

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

"take attendance here". 

  7. You can leave prayer requests,  follow sermon notes, bible reading plans, 
upcoming events and much more!

Our church website has been updated!

- Access our Church Scribe App from the homepage to
see:  sermon notes, daily scripture readings, prayer
concerns and much more.  

- Watch the latest sermon and read the most recent
Newsletter, see what's on the church calendar too!

 

If you have updates, information to be added,

corrections or suggestions for the website,

email: bambi@fumcwestplains.com

www.fumcwestplains.com



STAFF       LEADERS &
ANDY LAMBEL
LEAD PASTOR

ANDY@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

Administrative Council Chair

columbarium committee

custodian

financial secretary

lay leader

librarian 

methodist men

methodist women

safe Gatherings

treasurer

contact information
417-256-6167   www.fumcwestplains.com

503 west main West pLains, MO 65775

DEBBIE STAUFFER
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

DEBBIE@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

Falana boze
ADMIN ASSISTANT

FALANA@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

AMY MURPHY
Church finance

friendship circle daycare

friendship circle preschool

AMY@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

Lori wheeler

SCOTTY WALL
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

students/music

technology/small groups

SCOTTY@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

 

Shaun duggins

Helen Atkinson & Janice Bowden

Chris rojas

jodie ficken

rob stauffer

donna cook

Len Campo

sue risner

amy murphy & Tara Orr

Amy Murphy

Bambi Wheeler
Co-director of family ministries

bambi@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

co-director of family ministries

lori@fumcwestplains.com


