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A LETTER from Pastor Andy
From September 21st thru the 23rd, I attended a conference called the New Room
Conference in Nashville, TN.  And oftentimes when you hear a pastor or anyone for
that matter attending a “conference” what is the first thing you think?  I would be
willing to bet that most people think it’s a leadership conference.  A conference
where the attendees attend and participate in workshops all about how to
strengthen their leadership skills and ways to make the organization (the church in
this matter) better and stronger.
Well, I have to tell you the New Room Conference is not that kind of conference. 
 The New Room Conference is 48 hours of worship, prayer, revival, and spiritual
awakening.  And, on my, did we have worship, prayer, revival, and spiritual
awakening!!!
So, I’m gonna try to give you a Reader’s Digest version of the 2022 New Room
Conference.  The theme was “How to Start of Fire.”  The Scripture text for the week
was from Luke 12:49.  Allow me to share with you the Message translation of this
verse.  This is Jesus speaking and He says, “I’ve come to start a fire on this earth –
how I wish it were blazing right now!”
We heard some great preachers over the course of the 48 hours and that’s exactly
what they did – PREACH!!!  
Drew Hyun, the lead pastor of Hope Church Midtown in New York City began by
asking us, “How do you spell relief?”  Meaning when you are feeling stressed and
anxious, what do you do to relieve yourself of that?  I’ll let you take just a moment
right now to think about that for yourself……
He also said that you don’t have to bring all your great things to Jesus.  The way to
awakening is not by bringing all your great things to Jesus.  And I thought about our
church's worship services.  We have some great things about both of our worship
services.  We have GREAT music in both worship services.  Sometimes we have
great preaching or at least adequate preaching 😊 .  We have a lot of great things
but that’s not what brings about awakening.  What brings about awakening is
realizing that we’re all broken and thirsty and we need to bring our broken, thirsty
selves before the living Jesus.  
And that word “living” is what I’m bringing back from the New Room Conference. 
 We serve and worship a living God.  The tomb is empty.  Jesus got up and walked
out of the tomb and appeared the hundreds of people in the days following His
death just as He said He would do.  And, you know what?  Jesus is alive and
moving in dangerous, uncontrollable, unpredictable, powerful ways.



I became convicted by this.  Friends, do we really believe this?  The Holy Spirit is
moving among us, but I wonder of we really acknowledge that.  Do we have our eyes
open to what the Holy Spirit is doing in and through us?  I know there are a lot of
things going on in the world and our country that causes us to look in different
directions, but we need to keep our eyes fixed on the Holy Spirit and what He is
doing among us.  
Jim Cymbala was another preacher at the New Room Conference.  Jim Cymbala is
the lead pastor at The Brooklyn Tabernacle for many, many years.  I attended his
breakout session.  His presentation was based on Acts chapter 20 and primarily
verse 22 which says, “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem,
now knowing what will happen to me there.”
He talked a lot about the Holy Spirit.  A few of the most impactful things, at least to
me, he said was:
“Believe in the Holy Spirit again.”
“We cannot build God’s Kingdom without the Holy Spirit.”
And then he said, “The Holy Spirit is in charge of the church.  Not the board.  Not the
pastor.”  
That was very convicting to me.  So often churches don’t seek the guidance and the
leading the Holy Spirit.  I apologize to the church because I neglected the seek the
guidance of the Holy Spirit in my own life and in the life of the church.  Every time
we meet, whether it’s a board meeting or a small group, we must ask the Holy Spirit
to guide us in all we do.
I came back from the New Room Conference a different person and my hope and
prayer is that that revival and awakening in me won’t wane.  I would ask that you
pray that it would not wane in me but that the Holy Spirit would fan the flames of
revival and awakening in our church and in you.  
I want more and more of God.  I thirst for the living water that only Christ can give.  
May Jesus kindle the fire He intends to start in our hearts, homes, church, and
community.
Let our prayer be “Come, Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love.”

Pastor Andy
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Fun & Fellowship @ FUMC
MISSION:  To Draw Us Closer Together In Christian Love

"Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one
another in love.   Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
through the bond of peace."                                                                Ephesians 4:2-3

What:  Games-Cards, Mexican train, ect.
Where:  Fellowship Hall or a classroom
When:  Every Tuesday 1:30-4:00 or later  

Come join us for a lot of fun, laughs, and Christian fellowship!  If you anticipate 
getting thirsty during those "hot" games, bring bottles of water, please.



  
  

Lay MinistriesLay Ministries

-Bambi

I have spent the last 9 (almost 10) years working for a publishing company and if
I’ve learned nothing else in that time, I’ve learned that a newsletter, by nature,
should contain news and updates. Unfortunately, this month, I don’t really have
any “news” to contribute. What I do have to offer, though, are some reflections.

I spend a lot of time at the church these days, and while this is hands down the
busiest season of my life, it is also the most rewarding. I’m an introvert by nature,
and so my first instinct is not to jump into the middle of a crowd or conversation.
Instead, oftentimes I’m just sort of observing and soaking things in, and man have
I observed a lot in our church the past several months.

• I’ve observed people stepping WAY outside of their comfort zones to help
support ministries.
• I’ve observed people using their gifts and talents to bring projects to life in ways      
far beyond what I could imagine.
• I’ve observed excited chatter in a completely full lobby as people leave their
various Wednesday night small groups, discussing what God is revealing to them.
• I’ve observed children offering up the sweetest gifts and prayers. 
• I’ve observed a congregation rallying to support our church staff and all of the
ways God is leading us.

And all of these things make my heart so incredibly full. I can see God at work, and
it is so energizing. And, on top of all of this, something else really cool has
happened a few times lately; on more than one occasion, I’ve walked into a room
or area of the church and could literally FEEL the prayers of someone else who
had been there just before me. I believe so strongly in the power of prayer, and it
is so exciting to me to be surrounded by a church family who also values fervent
prayer, and who is spending time in this building doing just that. 

So while I don’t have much news to contribute this month, I do have a lot of
gratitude for each one of you. My prayer is that our focus remain on God and we
continue to be the hands and feet as He moves in our lives, in our church, in our
community, and beyond. 



 

 

Well, it’s October and what happens at the end of October?  Halloween.  As
early as the first part of September, television stations began advertising the
movies they would be showing in October – scary movies or horror stories if
you will.  They strive to scare us by what we see on the big screen or our
television screens.  
Well, guess what?  God doesn’t want us to be afraid.  He says to in Scripture
365 times.  We can read the phrase “Do not be afraid” or some derivative of
that every day of the year.  So, in October let’s read about this in our daily
readings.  So, on top of your other devotions and Bible readings take the
opportunity to read and reflect on the following Scripture texts because “God
has not given us a spirit of fear or timidity, but of power, love, and self-
discipline” (2nd Timothy 1:7).

Oct. 16 - Isaiah 44:1-8
Oct. 17 - Isaiah 46:1-11
Oct. 18 - Psalm 91:1-8

Oct. 19 - Psalm 91:9-16
Oct. 20 - Isaiah 35:1-10
Oct. 21 - Isaiah 54:1-8

Oct. 22 - Romans 8:9-17
Oct. 23 - Hebrews 12:18-29

Oct. 24 - Psalm 3:1-8
Oct. 25 - Psalm 143:1-6

Oct. 26 - Psalm 143:7-12
Oct. 27 - Psalm 23:1-6
Oct. 28 - Isaiah 8:11-18

Oct. 29 - Jeremiah 17:5-10
Oct. 30 - Psalm 118:1-9

Oct. 31 – 2nd  Timothy 1:1-7

Oct. 1 - John 14:23-31
Oct. 2 - Isaiah 41:9-14

Oct. 3 – 1st John 4:13-21
Oct. 4 - Psalm 56:1-13
Oct. 5 - Isaiah 43:1-7
Oct. 6 - Psalm 34:1-7

Oct. 7 - Deuteronomy 31:1-8
Oct. 8 – 1st Chronicles 28:11-20

Oct. 9 - Hebrews 13:1-8
Oct. 10 - Psalm 112:1-10

Oct. 11 - Isaiah 12:1-6
Oct. 12 - Zephaniah 3:14-20

Oct. 13 – 2nd  Chronicles 20:14-21
Oct. 14 - Psalm 27:1-8

Oct. 15 - Joshua 10:1-14



-Lori

This October has come in with some of my favorite sweater weather!

Watching the fire in the fire pit, taking walks, chasing sunsets on the side-by-side, and
getting together with family are all part of my favorite Fall experiences. 

We have had the opportunity to hear from many of our congregants as we have come
into the month of October on how God has impacted their lives as they have shared
their life verses with us on Sunday mornings. We have had a few new students come
to join in some of our newest classes. I have seen several of the kiddos (even in the
nursery) get so excited to see each other whether it is on a Sunday morning or evening
or as of late, Wednesday evenings. 

In Children’s church, we are studying about Truth. Terri’s Sunday School class got to
experience the story of Jonah as it was acted out (thank you Jordan Hall) while looking
into and sitting in the belly of the whale. On Wednesday evenings, the Elementary kids
are working on finding out who Jesus really is. They are little detectives and studying
from the Gospels to see that Jesus was a Healer, Teacher, Friend, God’s Son, and a
Rescuer.  All eyes on God and His Son and how He can impact our lives. But what is
special is that the kids are making memories together as they dive into the Bible with us. 

Coming to church as a family and having experiences that can be talked about over
Sunday lunch are such important foundational experiences for the kids. I have gotten to
listen to several of our Youth as they have talked about what an impact people at
church have had on their lives and some of the choices they are now making as young
adults. What goes on here matters and becomes part of a tradition they will either
follow as an adult, or in some cases, not. We have such a responsibility to make that
impact on their lives be one that will encourage them to put God first as they learn to
schedule their lives and navigate life experiences. I want them to fall in love with Jesus
so much that they will desire to follow and share Him with others now and in the future.
We need strong teams of leaders to make that happen. As people become available to
step into those roles, we will continue to offer more for all age groups. 

Wednesday evening Small Group sessions have been so successful as the church has
come alive with activity and fellowship. I am so thankful for those that have offered to
lead classes, and just as important to the success of those classes is the people that
choose to attend. Attending a class that someone has felt led to lead means so much to
leaders. So, for them, I thank all those that are participating. We do hope to continue to
offer different sessions of small group activities throughout the year. 

Thank you to the volunteers that continue to be here each week to maintain the classes
and programs that have been part of FUMC for so many years. I am also thanking
those that are making the new activities possible as we expand our reach. My prayer is
that if God is speaking to you in any way to lead or assist leaders as we continue to
pour into our kids of all ages that you would accept that call. It could possibly be the
most important and rewarding thing you have ever done; I know it has changed my life.
Again, thank you so much for your support!



We are currently in needWe are currently in needWe are currently in need

of Children's Churchof Children's Churchof Children's Church

teachers for Sundayteachers for Sundayteachers for Sunday

mornings. If this is an areamornings. If this is an areamornings. If this is an area

in which you would bein which you would bein which you would be

interested in serving,interested in serving,interested in serving,

please contact Lori atplease contact Lori atplease contact Lori at

lori@fumcwestplains.comlori@fumcwestplains.comlori@fumcwestplains.com

United Methodist Men

Tuesday Mornings
Fellowship Hall    6:30 a.m.

Fall Small GroupsFall Small GroupsFall Small Groups

WEDNESDAYS, FROM 6:00-7:00 PMWEDNESDAYS, FROM 6:00-7:00 PMWEDNESDAYS, FROM 6:00-7:00 PM
Now through OctoberNow through OctoberNow through October      26th26th26th



Every Tuesday:
6:30 am Men's Group in Fellowship Hall
6:00 am Prayer Group in Koinonia Rm 210

Every Wednesday:
6:00 pm Small Groups

Every Sunday:
8:30 am Contemporary Service
             Christian Life Center

9:45 am Sunday School./Small Groups

11:00 am Traditional Service
             Sanctuary - 2nd floor

5:00 pm  NRG YTH (5th-12th grades) and
             Parents' Small Group    

Important dates for your calendar

October 11th:
UMW Monthly Meeting - Fellowship Hall, 9am

September 4
Attendance: 195

Gifts:  $12,497.45

September 11
Attendance: 147

Gifts:  $8,911.00 
            

September 25
Attendance: 210 

Gifts:  $25,,243.00

October 10th:
Church Council Meeting - Fellowship Hall, 5:30pm

September 18
Attendance: 160

Gifts:  $9,717.00Gifts
 

Numbers
&

October 22-28:
Puerto Rico Mission Trip 



Everyone is welcome!

Tuesday October 11, 2022 
Fellowship Hall - 9am

 

Catalina Pokorny from the
Senior Center will be

presenting a program on
services they offer and

volunteer opportunities.

Friendship Circle Ministries has a new playground shade!
This pergola was purchased with funds given to FCM by a generous donor! 

Thank you to these men who gave hours of their time to put it up for us!
                                                                                                                                 -Amy
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3
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4
Step

Our church website has been updated!
 

- From the homepage you can see:  sermon notes, daily       
 scripture readings, prayer concerns and much more.  

- Watch the latest sermon and read the most recent
Newsletter.

- See the church calendar to keep up with the upcoming events. 
If you have updates, information to be added,

corrections or suggestions for the website, email:
bambi@fumcwestplains.com

www.fumcwestplains.com

Text Connect to 417-204-6234
Click on the link

in the return

text and you will

be taken to the

contact page.

2
Step

Enter your contact information in
the form and press "Submit."

That's it! Now
you're opted in to
receive email
and/or text
communications
from the church.

Opting in to Text inOpting in to Text in
ChurchChurch



ANDY LAMBEL
LEAD PASTOR

ANDY@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

Administrative Council Chair

columbarium committee

financial secretary

lay leader

librarian 

methodist men

methodist women

safe Gatherings

treasurer

STAFF & LEADERS

contact information
417-256-6167   www.fumcwestplains.com

503 west main West pLains, MO 65775

DEBBIE STAUFFER
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

DEBBIE@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

Falana boze
ADMIN ASSISTANT

FALANA@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

AMY MURPHY
Church finance

friendship circle daycare

friendship circle preschool

AMY@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

Lori wheeler

Bambi Wheeler
Director of Lay ministries

bambi@fumcwestplains.com
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director of family ministries
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