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A LETTER from Pastor Andy
So, we’re into November and you know what that means, don’t you?  It means
Thanksgiving and Christmas are just around the corner.  It also means that the busyness
of our lives will ramp up, sometimes quite a bit. 
 

Friends, it is so important to not let our schedules get so full that we don’t have time to
spend with God.  Even when our schedules get filled with good stuff, it’s still so full that
we don’t have that time to be with God.

In Jim Cymbala’s book Fan the Flame, he writes about this.  He writes, “Notice the first
thing that the twelve (disciples) were called to do.  Not write a book.  Not build a building.  
Not to raise money.  Not even to preach.  He called them that they might BE WITH HIM. 
 Effective ministry would flow from communion, or intimate relationship, with Jesus.” 

He goes on to write that “communion with the Lord is our first and highest calling.  The
top priority for the first apostles is still the top priority for you and for me: WE MUST
SPEND TIME WITH THE LORD.”

I have come to realize that I have neglected my first and highest calling.  Am I called to be
the pastor of First UMC – West Plains?  Yes.  But that is not my first and highest calling.  
My first and highest calling is to be in communion with the Lord, to spend time with God. 
 

And my friends, that is the calling that I am going to prioritize going forward.  Because if
I’m not spending time with God and being open and curious about the Holy Spirit’s leading
and surrender to that leading, then how can I lead the church?  I’ve got to spend time in
God’s Word and with God in prayer and be attentive to Holy Spirit’s leading in my life and
my family’s life first and then be attentive to how and where the Spirit is leading the
church.  

I have a holy curiosity about the Holy Spirit.  I want to know all I can about the Holy Spirit,
and I want to know the Holy Spirit in my heart not just in my head.

My prayer is that you as the congregation of First UMC – West Plains will do the same.  I
pray that you will surrender to your first and highest calling and that is to spend time
with God.  I pray that you will have a holy curiosity about the Holy Spirit and what He
wants to do in you and your family’s life.

I also want to share with you some worship scheduling stuff.  Christmas Eve falls on a
Saturday this year.  We are planning on having two Christmas Eve
Candlelight/Communion services.  One will be at 5pm and the other will be at 11pm.  Both
will be in the sanctuary, and both will be a traditional type of service with Christmas
carols, candle lighting, and communion.  I think we will be the only church in town hosting
an 11pm Christmas Eve service.  I for one am excited about it.  I think our sanctuary will
be beautiful for that service. 



Let me share with you about our Christmas Eve offering.  Every year we give our entire
Christmas Eve offering to an organization or ministry that is reaching out beyond the
walls of the church to share with people the love of Christ.  This year we have decided to
give our Christmas Eve offering to the Jamaica mission trip.  Due to COVID-19, we
haven’t been to Jamaica in three years.  The team will be going in February of 2023 and
the need for medicine to take will be very great.  Please pray about this and plan to be
extravagantly generous on Christmas Eve and support our Jamaica mission team. 

Christmas Day falls on a Sunday this year.  We will be modifying our worship service
because of that.  We plan on having a breakfast/fellowship time at 9:15 in the morning in
the Fellowship Hall.  This will consist of coffee and various breakfast type items like
casseroles, donuts, cinnamon rolls, etc.  At 10am, we will move to the sanctuary where
we will sing Christmas carols together and have a devotion time.  I know Christmas Day is
a busy day but let’s start it off together as a church family as we celebrate the birth of
Christ.

One last thing.  Please continue to pray about your giving to the church.  It is through
your giving that we are able to do the ministries that God has called us to do as a church.  
As we continue to think about how we can reach out beyond the walls of the church to
reach those who need to experience God’s love, let all of us consider how we can support
the church in those ministries.

It's a very busy time of the year but I wouldn’t have it any other way.  As I mentioned
earlier, let’s all commit to making sure we spend time with God every day as that is our
first and highest calling.

Thank you for allowing me to be your Lead Pastor, but I can’t lead the church by myself.  I
have to be led by God first, but I also have a GREAT staff who is doing some amazing
work.  Please let them know how much you appreciate what they do for the church and
for the cause of Christ here in West Plains.

It is a joy to walk alongside you as we continue to look for ways we can “SHARE THE
UNCHANGING WORD OF GOD WITH AN EVER-CHANGING WORLD.”

Pastor Andy
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Lay MinistriesLay Ministries
Hey Church Family!

November is here, and our recent weather has certainly served as a reminder that we are
transitioning into a new season.  As someone who is almost always cold, I really don’t
enjoy winter (despise might be a more accurate description of how I actually feel about it).
I do, however enjoy the holiday season; in fact, it’s my favorite time of year, and one
reason for that is because it brings with it so many opportunities to just enjoy fellowship
with our friends and families.  It’s also a time of year that affords us the opportunity to
share the love of Jesus with those around us in so many different ways, and I’m so
incredibly grateful to be a part of a church family that really seeks out ways in which we
can do that well.

With that being said, I want to encourage you to really keep an eye on our announcements
in the coming weeks so that you can stay in the loop with all of the opportunities that are
coming up; we will begin collecting items for Operation Christmas Child very soon, we will
have time slots available for Salvation Army bell ringers, and we will be able to adopt
families that we can provide Christmas baskets to, as well.  There are also going to be
some fellowship opportunities that you are absolutely going to want to get involved in (😊),
which brings me to my next item…

On Friday, December 2nd at 6:00 PM, I would like to invite you to attend “Merry Mania”
here at FUMC.  Christmas can be chaotic, but there is Good News that brings great joy!
Merry Mania is a Christmas event for all generations, with a skit, games, music, and
snacks. This is a fantastic opportunity to just slow down for an evening and enjoy the
company of one another, amid all the busyness of the season. And if this season isn’t busy
enough for you (HA!) and you’d like to participate in preparing for this event, we would
love to have your help there, as well! Just get with me and I promise you that I will have a
job for you. There will be tons more info about that in the coming weeks, so stay tuned!  

And one last thing that I want to share- we are going to do something new this year for
the Advent Season; we are going to have daily devotions, written by members of our
congregation, posted each day throughout Advent (November 28th-December 24th). We
will have a link to those on our website and on Facebook beginning on November 28th, but
within the next couple of weeks, we will also send out a link (via Text-In-Church) that will
allow you to subscribe to the daily posts so that you can get an email reminder each day
that will take you directly to them. This is something you are definitely going to want to
subscribe to, so be watching for the link for that.

Cont...Cont...Cont...



-Bambi

So as you can see, there are a lot of good things happening here at FUMC!  We will do our
best to present information about all of the upcoming events and opportunities in a variety
of ways so that everyone can stay informed; we will announce things on Sunday mornings,
spotlight them in the weekly bulletin handouts, post to social media, and when appropriate,
will have information displays in the lobby. We will also send out notifications via Text-In-
Church. Our desire is for everyone to stay connected so that we can continue to grow
together, and then go outside these church walls and fulfill our mission of making disciples
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Thank you all so much for all that you
do to be the hands and feet of Jesus.

When: Friday, December 2, 2022
 Time: 6:00 pm
 Where: First United Methodist Church



 

 

I believe we can all agree that prayer is the most potent force know to humanity. 
 The power of prayer is something God invites us to use as we seek not only
personal transformation but the transformation of the world as well.  
This month’s Scripture readings all revolve around intercessory prayer. 
 Intercessory prayer is when we pray on behalf of other people.  But not only
other people but our church, our community, our nation and the world.  
Intercessory prayer is so powerful, and so, take the time to read the - following
Scripture texts each day.  Reflect on them.  Meditate on them.  Pray through them. 
 Then take the opportunity to pray for someone else, for your church, your
community, your nation, and the world.

Nov. 16 – Acts 12:5
Nov. 17 – Romans 15:30
Nov. 18 – Luke 15:4-6
Nov. 19 – Isaiah 61:1-2
Nov. 20 – James 5:16
Nov. 21 – Matthew 28:19-20
Nov. 22 – 2nd Corinthians 1:11
Nov. 23 – Philippians 1:19
Nov. 24 – Ephesians 6:18
Nov. 25 – Numbers 11:1-2
Nov. 26 – Luke 22:32
Nov. 27 – Jeremiah 29:7
Nov. 28 – Romans 10:1-4
Nov. 29 – Exodus 17:9-12
Nov. 30 – Numbers 6:22-27

Nov. 1 – Hebrews 7:25
Nov. 2 – Romans 8:26-27
Nov. 3 – Romans 8:34
Nov. 4 – 1st Timothy 2:1-4
Nov. 5 – 1st Samuel 7:5
Nov. 6 – 1st Samuel 12:23
Nov. 7 – 1st Kings 8:30|
Nov. 8 – Nehemiah – 1:4
Nov. 9 – Psalm 122:6
Nov. 10 – 1st Samuel 1:27
Nov. 11 – Matthew 19:13
Nov. 12 – John 17:9
Nov. 13 – John 17:20
Nov. 14 – Matthew 5:44-45
Nov. 15 – Acts 8:15



Hi Guys!

A new month is already upon us, and with November comes Thanksgiving.  I cannot think about Thanksgiving
without remembering the amazing fruit pies my mom used to make when I was growing up. When I was a kid,
the only time we had pie was when there was a holiday or if there was a bake sale, but I think the rarity of
the treat made me appreciate them so much more. And, I know a lot of people think this, but I can truly say
that my mom made the best cherry pie ever. Her crusts, to this day, are the best I have ever eaten and the
fillings were completely homemade. That level of detail was not quick work, and I remember the extensive
amount of time she would put into her pies. As a child, I only knew them as the best pie ever, but to my mom,
they were always a disappointment. Because, you see, no matter how hard she tried, her pies didn’t look nearly
as beautiful as they tasted; the ingredients were all there, the end results (the flavor) were beyond what you
could imagine, but their outward appearance was less than perfect, and that led to embarrassment and
disappointment.

I will never forget a time when I was 10 years old (guys, that is over a half century ago!),  when my mom made
one of her amazing cherry pies for an auction, and hers sold for half price because it wasn’t as pretty as
some of the others. Now let me say, there were some beautiful pies at that auction, and their appearances
certainly drew you in.  Even my mom bought one of the beautiful pies. We got that beauty home, and we
couldn’t wait to try it.  My mom cut into it, divvied out our slices, and we all dove right into it.  With that
very first bite, I realized that how it looked and how it tasted were two very different things. We were all
surprised. How could something so beautiful be less than amazing to taste? And I couldn’t help but think of
my mom’s pie, the one with all of the right ingredients, with the delicious crust and the perfect tasting filling,
that made its way home with reluctant buyers; they had no idea what a treat they were in for. 

A couple of weeks ago, during our Life Verse series, Bambi spoke on perfectionism and how striving for
perfection (when that is really not what God requires of us) can truly limit us. It creates this ideal of what we
think something should look like, and we can get so caught up in appearances that we can miss what’s right
in front of us. I’m here to tell you guys, our version of perfection often looks so very different from God’s,
and my prayer is that we can lay that aside and begin to look at things with God’s eyes. That’s a prayer
Bambi and I began praying several years ago; we started asking God to help us see people the way he does. I
don’t want to see people from the outside in. I want to see their hearts, what makes them happy, what makes
them hurt, where their real struggles are, and the beauty of their souls in the eyes of God. I truly want to
value each soul as much as God does. Because when God made each and every one of us, I can’t imagine that
that level of detail was quick work. And I know that the right ingredients are all there, and when we turn our
lives completely over to him, the results will be beyond what anyone can imagine; the world won’t even know
what a treat they’re in for. 

So, for November, I am going to share my mom’s cherry pie recipe. I hope that you can make it beautiful, but
even more importantly, I pray you can make it taste like she did. 



Cherry Filling (Prepare this first)

3/4 cup juice from cherries if you use canned pitted tart cherries ( Not already jelled filling) 
1 cup of sugar
2 tablespoons quick-cooking tapioca
3 cups pitted tart red cherries (You can use fresh cherries as well)
10 drops of food coloring if you would like
2 drops of almond extract
1 tablespoon butter

Combine the first 6 ingredients and let them stand for 20 minutes. 

The Pastry

2 cups sifted all-purpose flour
3/4 tsp salt
2/3 cup of shortening (add just a little more, that was Mom’s secret so it would be so flaky)
5-7 tablespoons cold water

Sift the flour and salt and cut in the shortening until it is kind of crumbly. Sprinkle in the water a
tablespoon at a time until it is not sticky but sticks well together. Don’t over mix it, and I always use a fork,
not a spoon. Split the dough in half and place on a lightly floured surface and roll until it is almost too
thin. Place it in a lightly greased 9” glass pie dish and trim the edges. Put the fruit mixture in the unbaked
shell, dot with butter and either make a lattice top or a full covered top crust and flute or crimp the edges
so they seal. Be sure to vent the top with your very own special design so the fruit can bubble out. Place in a
400-degree preheated oven for about 55 minutes. 

I still love cherry pie (just sayin’) 

Have a very Blessed November and Thanksgiving!
-Lori



Every Tuesday:
6:30 am Men's Group in Fellowship Hall
6:00 am Prayer Group in Koinonia Rm 210

Every Wednesday:
6:00 pm Bible Study (resumes Nov. 9)

Every Sunday:
8:30 am Contemporary Service
             Christian Life Center

9:45 am Sunday School/Small Groups

11:00 am Traditional Service
             Sanctuary - 2nd floor

5:00 pm  NRG YTH (5th-12th grades) and
             Parents' Small Group    

Important dates for your calendar

November 20th:
Dessert Silent Auction - CLC Lobby

October 2
Attendance: 155

Gifts:  $8,296.06

October 16
Attendance: 155

Gifts:  $3,233.00
            

Octover 30
Attendance: 140 

Gifts:  $5,998.87

November 14th:
Church Council Meeting - Fellowship Hall, 5:30pm

October 9
Attendance: 153

Gifts:  $10,638.49

Gifts
 

Numbers
&

November 24th:
Thanksgiving Day - Office Closed

November 8th:
UMW Monthly Meeting - Fellowship Hall, 9am

November 25th:
Office Closed

November 29th:
Blood Drive - Fellowship Hall 11-3

Attendance: 146

Gifts:  $8,261.00 
            

October 23

Gifts Needed Weekly:

$11,540.00

November 30th:
Gifts due for UMW Bakeless Bake Sale



Everyone is welcome!

Tuesday November 8, 2022 
Fellowship Hall - 9am

 

This month is the
Annual Thank Bank
and Pledge Service.

 
Please join us!

Bakeless Bake Sale
Please make your
check out to UMW

Bake-less Bake Sale

UMW

Gifts help supportGifts help supportGifts help support
   vital outreach programsvital outreach programsvital outreach programs

   in our communityin our communityin our community
All gifts can be given throughAll gifts can be given throughAll gifts can be given through   

November 30th.November 30th.November 30th.   
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